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PREFACE 

TO THE f IRST AMERICAN EDITION. 



IN presenting to the publick an edition 
of these elegant letters, the publishers enter- 
tain hopes of gratifying the admirers of fine 
writing with an American copy more correct 
than most of those hitherto imported, and in 
a dress and form at least as suitable for a gen- 
tleman's library. As the introduction to the 
English edition is inserted in this, they will 
not descant on the masterly style of these let- 
ters, the motives and manner of their publi- 
cauon, &CC. further than to remark, that this 
is a work which every scholar, ambitious of 
acquiring the best language for writing and 
conversation, and every lover of belles lettres, 
should purchase and peruse. 

But as some fastidious sectarian may deem 
the work too gay for Christian readers, or too 
profuse in free and open exposures of meretri- 
cious character for the present laxity of morals, 
the publishers cannot refrain from the declara- 
tion of an opposite opinion. For, when a man, 
ilurrounded with the trappings of nobility, the 
patronage of courts, and the dignity of office and 
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hereditary titles — idolized by a powerful and 
most respectable family — flattered and caress- 
ed by the political and literary world— placed 
at tlie head of gallantry and etiquette by the 
fashionable circles of his country — endowed 
with strong and capacious natural powers of 
mind, improved by a good education — graced 
with the manners of high life and the fasci- 
nating suavity of a courtier- — sporting the 
equipage of a nobleman, and loaded with the 
treasures of a princ^-^and blooming in youth 
and vigour :- — ^^when such ^ m^n starts on thei 
career of libertine pleasures and dissipation : 
and when, with all these advantages and re- 
commendations, and with all these means of 

compassing his ends without fiear of earthly 
punishment, or hindrance in his progress ; he 
fails ; he loathes the pleasures he ravished and 
enjoyed ; he finds no lasting repose or satis-^ 
faction ; hejaments his irregular and licentious 
conduct ; he declares it at all times and in all 
circumstances dishonourable and distressing ; 
he envies the chaste pleasures of the virtuous 
and discreet ; he deprecates, in pathetiqk terms, 
his own folly and wickedness ; and declares^ 
that no felicity or rewards can reach any but 
pure, chaste, and upright minds — when such 
is discovered to be the inward situation of this 
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man, who will dream of happiness in pur- 
suits like these ? Or who will imbibe a bad 
sentiment, or adopt an errour in principle, 
from so odious an example ? 

Vice it a monster of %o frightful mien^ 

As to be hated needs but to be iesn. > 

And thou, vain man, who say est to thyself, 
" I will riot on the bounty of creation, and 
revel in the luxuriance of feeling and affection; 
I will enjoy the pleasures of youth, beauty, 
and sensibility, unrestrained by the shackles of 

civil or religious rites and institutes, unawed 
by the frowns of virtue, and undisturbed by 
the anathemas of conscience, reason, and reli* 
gioh''— ^pause fbr a moment, and reflect ! Are 
thy ptospects of satisfaction and delight in licen- 
tious life so bright as were young Lyttleton's ? 
And dost thou longer think of inward peace 
here, or of justification hereafter ? Read, then, 
and learn thy folly and weakness from the 
confidential language of thy pampered and 
ruined prototype. If thy mind be yet left un^ 
corrupt enough to perceive one rhetorical beau- 
ty in his style, thy heart cannot be too dull and 
insensible to feel the point of the reproof and 
warning his confessions speak, 

Troy, N. Y. June, 1807. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



THERE is no species of publication which 
seems to be more agreeably received than that 
which illustrates the characters of men, distinguish- 
ed for their abilities, venerable for their erudition, 
and admired for their virtues. The political his- 
tory of great men is useful and necessary to many ; 
but the domestick history of all men is useful and 
necessary to all. 

Among the materials from whence the biqgra-» 
pher forms the volume of domestick characters, 
private letters are considered as the most valuable, 
becaufe they are the most unequivocal authorities 
of real sentiment and opinion. Conversation is 
too fugitive to be remembered ; publick dedara- 
rations may be oftentimes suspected ; but the epis- 
tolary communications of friendship may be de- 
pended upon as faithful to the mind from whence 
they arise. The following letters, therefore, as pro- 
ceeding from a nobleman whose great talents prom* 
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ised no fettiall utility to his country, and whose 
character has been the subject of such general spec- 
ulatipn, will, without doubt, meet with a favour- 
able reception. 

That they were not written with the most dis- 
tant idea of being offered to the world, will be 
evident to every reader ; and, surely, no inconsid- 
erable share of merit will be allowed them from 
such a circumstance. They may want, perhaps, 
the correctness and accuracy of prepared composi- 
tions ; but they possess that easy sincerity, and 
that open unbosoming of sentiments, which form 
the charm of epistolary correspondence. 

Some liberties have been taken with the letters 
at large, by omitting such as alluded to transac- 
tions which the world already too well knows, or 
which it would be shameful to betray. But no 
alteration has been made in any individual letter, 
except an occasional retrenchment of expressions, 
which, however common in fashionable life, or 
unobserved in fashionable conversation, would 
not justify their being condensed into print, and 
might give cause of offence to the scrupulous 

reader. 

There may be also some irregularity in the dis- 
position of the letters : the thirteenth^ and the last^ 
should have an earlier place ; but they were alrea- 
dy numerically arranged — and, as a precise order 
does not seem to be material, no alteration of this 
kind has been attempted, which, after all, must 
have been made upon conjecture. 
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As these letters were, in general, without any 
dates, and not one of them marked with that of 
the year, it was thought proper to omit them 
throughout. The thirtieth letter, which appears 
to have been written the last of the collection, 
bears, in the manuscript copy, a conjectural date 
of the summer of 1775. As it was a matter of 
particular request, it was thought prudent to sup- 
press the names of those persons to whom these 
letters were addressed : thoup^h it is rather natural 
to suppose, that every reader, who has lived in 
the world, will form very probable conjectures of 
them, without any great exercise of thought or 
power of divination. 
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LATE LORD L YtTLETON. ! 



LETTER I 



MY DEAR FRIEND, 

YOU do me great injustice : I receirc yatit 

letters with the greatest pleasiare; and I gs^i 
your last the usual welcome^ though etety ]kit 
was big whh rcproaehes ta inc. I feel injself 
greatly mortified dia>t you 3ho\jLd. have a $\is* 
picioH of any neglect on itty pg^rt. When I 
cease ta swaswer youi* addresses, yon will h6 
justified in Supposing me careless abodt diette t 
till then, jou will^ I hope^ do nxe the jx^tice^ 
as far at least as relates ta yofmifself, io ikkjik 
well of me* I very sensibly fdel the advantage 
of youf good opinion, and the loss of it would 
greastly affect me. You may be assured that 
my insensibility to reputation is not stich aS 
some part of my conduct may have given you 
reason to believe j for, after all his blustering 
and looking big, the heart of the worst man 

B 
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cannot be at ease, when . he forces a look of 

»<• * -• 

contempt towards tht- ill opinion of mankind. 
In spite of all his bray^dqes, he is an hypocrite 
twelve houTS out of the four-and-twenty ; and 
hypocrisy, as it is well said, is the homage 
which Vice pays: to Vift^err-unwillingly, I 
confess ; but still she is forced to pay it. 

I will most frankly acknowledge to you, that 
I have been as well disposed to turn my back 
upon the good opinion of the world as any one 
in it ; and that I have sometimes accomplished 
thb important business without confusion of 
fece, but never without confusion of heart. 
Oa a late very mortifying occasion, it was not 

lix my power to possess myself either with one 
or the other. At a publick and very nume- 
tous meeting in the county where my father 
lives, where great part of his property lies, 
where his influence is considerable and his 
name respectable, I was not only deserted but 
avoided ; and the women could not have dis- 
covered more horrour on my approaching 

them, if I had been Tarquin himself. I found 
myself alone in the crowd, and, which is as 
bad, alone out of the crowd. I passed the 
evening without company ; and two or three 
such evenings would either have driven me to 
despair, or have reformed me. I was then 
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coixvinced^ as 1 always amf^/U^cn I MnSfer to yet^ 
that there is some particle of g<»5d tstili ;rdmcpn* 
ing in* me : but 1 flew frc«)t^idifct^isolitai^8c^^ 
which gave such'a convJbtioiiv tolKen^W' fliat 
dissolute intemperance ^jsiikB wo^d destroy dti 
It is a great misfortune, tb?^ videv be it "wflaat 
it may, wiU find some one. or kither^jo! fi^torfil^ 
and that there should beia&i^enihHosrof ip^^l^l 
wherev wheaa? publick and honojirayst sefcietjf 
has bfescd jovtitofa the.stgfg^i/.tyou' may iof^ 
not only reception^ but apptlft»§e— Jittte.tiaftfe 
ly fiandienmmi^ms^j where you ^aeet iWilfe eJvtry 
means to hudbt the paifts ofi [r&JJecticHi^ and: lo 
guard against the intrusions iof conscience. I rlt 
i^equires a most ^ganticlk l^resolutioa to suffev 
pain, when, passion q\uGkeiia;.eviery sense^ and 
every eiitieing object beckonscto fcigoymcm. i 
was riot born a Stoick, nori imd .madfe to be a 
martyr! So much. do I hate a;nd detest paifli 
that I think all good must be dear itfeat i& to bo 
purchased with it- Penitepce is?a tack^ where 
offences have beeiJk grievous. To sit alpne and 
court Reflection^ which will comte^ perhaps, 
every moment, widi a swinging' sin ai her back, 
abd to be humble and patient beneath the 
stripes of such a scourge— by heavens, it is 
not in human nature to bear it ! I am sure, at 
least, it is not in mine* If I could go to con*^ 
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^6«|(fl!, I3te/ a goad papis^ »dd bsLV^fiit scorn 
wiped off- at ' om^e, ah borne hmre /-rr-But to 
fcpcBt likfi-a sobbiiigt paralytick Pre^tcHan^ 
nSk not df>: for rmi I am not fat enough to re* 
pent thait waj. ; George B^tns may be quaU-» 
fied f6r :&i\db a ST&tem of contrition ; butjny 
skinny shape will not bear mortrficadon i and^ 
if -| Wt^re taattem^H; the subdual of my carnal 
lust i>y fy littg and prayer, I should be soon 
fkitjed and ptay^d into the family iauh» and 
disapp(!>ifet th6 w6riT(i» of thdr meals;r 

Y I iia/^e hid, as yo\i well know^ some seiii^t^ 
€iinversati6tvi^ wif h lAy father Upon the Subject; 
ahd one evening he concluded a: christian ko^ 
tare n^f a moist unchristian ^ngth^ by recomr 
Mending itia.to address Heaven to have mercy 
ipoi»i-ine, aind to jxun my prayers to "his con* 
stam <alnd pateimal ones fbr my reformation;.-^ 
I^hesg expressions, with hik preoedinj^ eoun* 
i^s, and &is affecting delivery of them^ had 
Sttfeh an effect upon me, that, like the King iq 
If ^tolet, I imd bent the st\d)fe0m sinews^of my 
tnees, >$^h4to it occurred to. la^ that my devo* 
tibxa migh^ be ; sc^ thi^cob^h the. key-hole* 
l^iiis drew me £rom, my pidia& attitude ^ aind^ 
hawig^ s^^cured this aperture,^ so unfriendly tso 
siBd^edx deeds, I thought it would mtt be aniuse«i 
kss^ precaution to let doww the window-cuBi 
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"Oini also ; Tmd durkig the pdrfi)rmi9ace 4if thett 

tif hi tlie street, cflltight^myattett^o^^ 

W S«Ktdenilirt itc^ail-itty^d^ Ideas: id I 

gii^dji^: oil niyi^^ 

Theatre in the Hay-market, where Mrs. Cole 

and the Reverend Dr, Squintum soon put me 

out of humour with praying, and into humour 

with myself. 

I really began this letter in very sober seri- 
ousness ; and, though I have strayed from my 
grave airs into something that wears a ludi- 
crous appearance, I beg of you not to give up 
all hopes of my amendment. If there were but 
half a dozen people in the world, who would 
afford me the kind encouragement I receive 
from youi it would, I verily believe, work a 
reformation in the prodigal : but the world has 
marked me down for so much dissoluteness, as 
to doubt, at all times, of the sincerity of my 

repentance. has already told me, more 

than once, that I am got so deep into the mud 
as to make it highly improbable that I should 
ever get out; that I am too bad ever to be 
good ; and that my future lot is either to be 
^n open villain or an undeceiving hypocrite. 
Pretty encouragement truly ! Lady Hunting- 
don would tell me another story: but, howev- 
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cr that may ibcv I shall nev»)^ giv!e myself up 
for los V whHe, J ^mtwi jsi jsiense cf your merit 
and a yalii^ fj>|v your ffieiid^jiip, . Witiji theg^ 
sentiments I ukfi i&y leave^ and beg of y«u tj^ 
be assiwfcddhatil »m;mpstsm<jerely your's^i&a 
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LETTER If. 






SO ^— — ■ ■ ' turns u^ his eyes^ smd sig- 
nific^ntly shrugs his shoulders when jayMiamc 
is mentioned ; and^ to continue the farce, pre^ 
tends to lament me as a disgrace to his fami- 
ly ! I am ahnost ashamed to acknowledge it, 
but this idle history has given me more stingy 
ing mortification than I almost evei? felt. How 
insignificant must he become, who is openly 
despised by insignificance ; and how loud must 
the hiss of the world be, when such, a: pvmy 
whipster insults me I If honourable men were 
to speak of me with contempt, I should sub- 
mit without resentment ; for I have deserved 
it. If they should bestow their pity upon me, 
I should thank them for giving me more than 
I deserve. If mankind despise, I have only 
to resist or fly from the contempts But to be 
an object of supercilious airs, from one who, 
twoyyears ago, would have wiped the dust 
frdin off my shoes, and who, perhaps, two 
years hence, will be proud of the same office — 
a puny prattler who does not possess a suffi- 
cient degree of talent or importance to give 
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dignity either to virtue or crime : — I say, to be 
the butt of such a one, severely mortifies me. 
Were I on the Other side of the water, his 
back-biting looks and shrugs should be chang. 
ed in a moment to well-made bows and sup- 
jdiant postures^ If I live, the scurvy knave 
shall do me homage ! It really &iets me, that 
I cannot, in four-aaobd-twen^ hours, m^et him 
face to face, and make his subservient atteni^ 
tions give the lie to his humblmg compassion, 
in the presence of those before whom he has 
traduced me* The day of my revenge will 
come, wJien he shall open hi9 ^louth fo^r jne td 
spit in it, as he was wont to do, ^nd perfiH'SA 
every dirty trick for which par^^tes yf€te fpnn? 
cd* His genius is to fetch and carry — a very 
spaniel, made tx> fawn and eat your le^avi^^ } 
whose whole courage :ri$§s no la^lp^r than %^ 
ape a snarl. If I live to ofulKve this snuffling 
pedagogue, I shall see him m^ke a foolish end 
of it. Mark wy words— -I amr a very Shylock 
— I will havp Revenge ! 

The last word I have written puts mie in, 

mind of telling you, that - — ; — has |jieqn 

with i;ne for some time. The rascal, who is a 
priest into the bargain, carried aquafortis in a» 
syrii^? for three months together, to squirt the 
fiery liquor intp the eyes of a fortunate rival., 
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Iii this xliabSlicar design hie succeeded, and tii^ 
o^'tct of hii im^Hce wis for ever depriv^ .of 
h^ his '8f gh^ ) I h^ye conyer5i^4 with : him oii 
the hoifroijts o^f this transactipit; }^\xi the Ital- 
im> finife a consdlatioTi in Ms owji infernal jfeel^ 
Inge; and a justification in the dypig comman4 
<sf h^ fat3ier, whose Ust word^i pofuposed thi^ 

Revenge is sweet.^' . .r •, 



'\ 



: iThis nl9.n k capable of ?any yilian)^, jif mo- 
^ey is to h^ got by it ; and I dpubif not. but hi^ 
J»igbt: be^ brib^j tQ^ lUii^ert^e, jwidiovi|t hesit^f 
tjon^ robp^ery? sBdwtipp^, j^ap?^,;^ piurdej:. 
Jioweyer^ jpty^^perio^^ fqr .pnce pverT 

ayfedWsviUajiycrfqr he nrost cejjtsuply.hadjt^T) 
his ppw^ :tQ have robJjQdf me^ p^ a ^lar^ rsumof 
jjippey, wkhpujt t^? ppssibility 'oC;sl discovery ^ 
a;id,.if hf jthqugfi^it »e?essaiyjhe might.h^^ 
despatched me with as iitde danger. .I{have 
since a^d him :>Yh3t stmnge fitqf . yMrtue.'iar 
fear of the devil, pame across him, when he 
had such an opportunity to make his fortui\€5. 
The iippudent rascal replied, at once, that he 
had ¥ery powerful suggestions to send me to 
the other world ; and that, if, fortunately for 
him, I had possessed one single virtue, he 
should, without ceremony, have dispatched me 
to my reward. This event, I think, will make 
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ft ^oWiplete Mandivilkan of mk. You see, fclr 
^6Uf encouragement, that a bad life Is good for 
Soniethifl^ i' kkd' fdt the good example which 
the wofld^ill teeeive from me in times to 
coittCj it Will be indebted tb the very bad one 
t have already ^Ven it.— After thU signal and 
^ovidential preservation, I cahnot but think 
that Hefaven has something particularly great 
in store for me. • ^ 

As I 'tell it you, thi^ history has the air of a 
hctdinage; but you may be assured that it is St 
redl fict, and I am soriy that the eirdumstaAw 
ces bf i< are too long and various. to \>t insert^ 
ed in a letter. I believe you know something 

of the man'; but,^ if yoU repeat What I have 

*} ' ' ' ' • ■ , 

Written ib ahy ohe who is acquainted with him, 

'\ ■ « - ■ . ♦ 

you will tioon find that I have had a Very nkr» 
tow escape. I havt bribed' hitn to leave me, 
and' he is gon^ for Ehglattdi The story of 
^Lewis the Fourteenth and his Barber is well 

"known ; arid you may, if you^lease, apply it 

46 '' ' ^ '■■■ • ' •-.■■■.■■,:..?■■- 

r ' 

• ^ ^ Your aflFectionate, &c. 
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,J«Y DEAR FBIEND, 

YOUR letter, wliidi I vececv^d tio Icmgeii 
Ago dian yesterday, "would do JKniDcnxr to thd 
mostceldbrated nane^mongtte moral wxxcerft 
of any period* it is the most ieasibie, >easy^ 
andLcondse MiMory of tiie Passions I Mve ever 
i^ad. Indeed, k has not been my lot no havei 
glt^^eti any great portion of my ^me to such 
j^t»£es. : Tiiese powers have loespt tte too 
Utiud). ia the splieTse of their ovm tuismltacnig 
v^rhdods, to leave me tiie letscire 4^ exanti^ 
knag them« I Ixacve been, aia, and I fear shaU 
be^ tluekr , sport )a;^d tk«ir siave; iand when 1 
pistil acqiadre that serei^^ 4af xdxaracter which 
will enatide me to eicamme them with a ipb&v- 
sophicai scructmy, I cannot tell. My cxpecta^ 
^ons are at sudi a distanpe^ upon thii point, 
that I am alpoBt jdbamed^^ >to^^ niQnxapn my ap^ 
prehensions to you« it^ic^ howeiiiefs, mnsditmg 
you witii^hat confidence you 4^e!fye, to tell 
y^em, t^fi^m njy bouI ][ think the ^^^'terysotut^s 
<rf them mmx be dsied ^p •befot^^eh^ Witf lp»e 
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their empire over me. In the lively expres- 
sion of the poet, " they are the elements of 
life,'* without whi6h man would be a mass of 
insensible and unintelligent matter. Now, it 
is that happy compoiShd' of these elementary 
particles of intellectual life, that you so well 
describe, so thoroughly understand, and so 
ke^pily possess, which I despaii! of attaining. 

I have the resolution to. make xesolutions, but 
it; extends no farther ; I cannot keep thieisit; 
^^ to .escape from the misery brought on. by 
one passion, I have so habituated mjrself ta 
b^thfecia a branch of the samp flood, that j[ 
§ajinpt lopk for any other reUefi-T-Yo^ ivcx^ 
naturaUy ask mewhere all: this must end?-^I 
know ; jaotl-raiad io: similar ititerrogatories 1 
ha;y^ 60metim«is madly replied, I pare not !^r^ 
But I: shall not oiend you vritht such adeda^ 
tdoji ; juid when I am writing to you, I do not 
feel I myself disposed . to do it. . In answering 
youv therefore, J shall: adopt the? languageidf 
the ruined gam.ester, wha addressed his shad- 
9iwmtliejgb^:r ^Sjemusmiit^trM^^ Mff^ 
heurmx! fm^jsi voukfnntmuics a faire dc pani 

I I You 1^5? .pfeat stress upon jtbe powers of 
Rmsop, andi 'in- truly pbilosQphieal laiBguage, 
heighte^e^ by the most proper ; ^nd affecting 
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imagery, preset^ thii^ sage diraetrcss of weak 
lOfortals to my attention. I: reod(Teii€ir:at yoiir 
hand, respect her as yaur ffiofid,; and yenenile 
her as the cause o£ ypur snpenorky ioy^ me: 
but whether J she perceives Jthat my respect is 
insincere, or: remexnhers how shamefully I 
have neglected her ; so it is^ that she slides in- 
sensibly f ram joie^ and.1 see her ho more*— My 
bark ridesvSteM4y foi^ .a momefit, bvt;it is .not 
Jj^ag^jeye it again becomes thd sport of winds 
Uli^ j)iUowi?.; But, after alj, and withc^jA ai^ 
.td^^heiiiou^ arraignment of the order of Prov- 
idence^; permit me to ask you-r^Why is this 
principle, implanted in our natures for the 
wi^e and happy regulation ^ of them, . so weak 
in^itsetfi so slow in its progxjess^, and^o late in 
its maturity ? If it is designed to controul our 
J?assi6ns^ why does it riot fcetgp pace with 
4h0em ?-r-wh©reft>ire doej&M not grtnujunth their 
g9^mvthyiatid strengthen. with their: itrength ? — 
jand jwhat : ca^se can be assignpd tha* the one 
ar^j»pe fbr gratifica^n before the other has 
4smrce burstedintx} blossom ? Let us, howev- 
.erf, t^e a long stride from the imbecility of 
^ycftitllf to .the firmisess , of mature age> and "we 
j^all^seethat thePassions have bnly changed 
4ik€n^:&xmi ; that: Reason still- totters, is fre^- 
x|ifeiUly driven froxn bet throfacy.andL even de* 
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sertstHoee) wJbohaveiaxDst cultiyatedh^r frieisdf 
ship, and acknowie^ed her power. The cont 
test frequendy condnues thiough life^ ai^d.the 
supeiiority as oftm ends^ when it always bet 
ginS) on the side of Passion. We may be said 
even somstinaes. to outlive Reason; while PaiSt 
sion of some land) and^ inaay diEes, of the 
worst kind, will preserve its influence to the 
kst. To conclude thfe totttter, how <^n does 
the lamp of human reason become exdnc^ 
yielding corporal natui^e a prey to Passion in 
the extreimc^) who6e torture^ are rendered piore 
fierce by the ifoii restraints of necessajry policy 
and ttiedical interpo^tion ! 

If it were possible to trace the cpurse of Rear 
son in the mind of the best man that ever liy*' 
ed^ from its first budding to a^ fulness of ma* 
turity, what a mortifymg scene, would be un- 
veiled 1 'Wbat checks and delays, what trin^ 
quillby and tumult^ what £requent extinctiim 
and renovuttod^v '1^^^* r^kl flights and sudjen 
downfak^ what co>nt^st a^ submi^on, would 
composeiheoperaticms of this rigluful mistress 
of human aictioiis ! Men of cold tempers, ajid 
habituated lo reflection, may cry up thisdisr 
tinctive faculty of man f they may schawnt its 
apotheosis, and build temples to its homoxir >~ 
such weite Lprd Shaftesbury and Mr^ Addi« 



son ; and they may be joined by those, whose 
fortunate education and early connections have 
given to thf ir walr^dV Sispbilfions the best ob- 
jects. In that confined but happy society I must 
place my friend, whose kind star preserved his 
youth from tepaptation, and blest his bloom of 
manhood With the ample hxyi all-s^^fyl&gplea- 
!9Tire$ of vhtoous love* You wUl not; suspect 
me of ^$hihg to dhuinidb the reality^ of ^hal 
merit which I so Jtmth 'admire, pr of a .4^&)i'4 
fo^iiaiiip the glow of. that virtue Whofie Ijis^it) 
•cannot be ditoifushed by my;^yy^ -o? hei^it^ 
etc^d by my prsttse ; fbwt^ ia th^ CQWse of hu^ 
Man affairs^ time aiid chjlhce hiive so much u^ 
AS^ thsrt I cannot sup JK>se even y<mr worth to 
be without some obUga^boi^s 40 tfaebi«. : 
' To conclude this very, very long letter, I 
must be^ leave to observe, that I do not utvi 
derstand why Reason j thkt divinity of philosov 
phefs, ishouldl^ cooped up in the confined re- 
gioft 6f the bt'ain, while the Passions are per^ 
mitted to tange at large, and without restraintt 
through ievei*y other part of the body. I setf 
you smile — but be assured thalrthese two jar- 
ring powers are, for a moment, both united irt 
me, to a^sufe you that I am, with a real sin^ 

cerity, ' : ' ^ 

-"- '■ • •' l-'-i-- ■ Your% &c; 
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I AVAIL' thy itlfy Madam,^ of the Very 
obliging offer yotf made ihe of sufferirfg a small . 
parcel to occupy an useless pocket in ^your 
coach; It is of some little iinpoftahce ; but i£ 
the Gustom-house officers at 2Joveir ' shdmki 
suspect ydu of beinga jsmuggletiof lace; as you* 
certainly are of dther ahd-betteif- things, abdm-j 
sist upon examiriing its cobtentS) I beg you wiUr 
indulge their curiosity widiout ceremony. ; Qtb 
your arrival in' iJondotiy y^hkn any of your ser-' 
vants fehould be unempioyed, ; i lafitust de^irci the 
additional favouir of its being; sent: t() the place 
whereiit is addressed, r i ; '. :: r : > 

I feci myself extremely jiQtortified, that a cold, 
which .forbids i»^ to utter ;any thing rapre than 
a whisper, should have prevented me from of-^ 
fering ya\i nfy personal wishes for your health 
and happiness?, an -agreeable journey, and a 
safe arrival ih . England^ where your friends 
will feel a <fcUght in seeing you, which can be 
only equalled by their regret whom you- have 
left behind, A?aong the number of them I am 
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TK)t the least i skc^re ; r andi thoT I found ytwxr 
gatesJb^t vety'seldom opfen fbhiisa^ I; am truly 
grateful to you for the. pfeasiprfe il received 
whenever yt>u indulged me with the^ honoxir of 
an admittsance^ ' :^ ' t/ v ' ; r; ih:^ 

Perhaps your caution, in tlii^ pi^cuUrv piti- 
ceeded ft^oin an ill opinion rf^ nle ^ - yoii tfiight 
consider me^$ a pei^son t^c^langek^s'to bi?ca^ 
with op^irfjr, or too intkidifig to trust withrfti- 
miliariti^ If ^ ! yoii iahrqi done me \vroii|^ 
•abd^i izrhat is more, youofeive Abat mjuJstteeitD 
youitselfi Therd:is:a ^dl^ffityoinrviili^^ Iik)B 
your 's^; which comaiiaiiiiSfTeipecf £rora aod 
the worst of cmen: w6uld::be? overawed in his 
apprqachesrtof kw: PethkpSi:Madam,^ihere was 
-also a, little -chmpas^a* mhjgled with your 
reserve. : Yau must Jje :canscioui of your 
charms ;.r hut> -pos^^sed ;crf^ an heart ; which 
would find no xglory: in' qoquetti^h triumphs, 

you did not suffer me tor 9ippraai^h,yon> le^tl 
should he s^corched by the beams of that beau- 
ty, which is sufficient to inflame all, and which 
you preserve for one. If such humane con- 
siderations governed the orders which were 
given to your Swiss, it becomes me to express 
my grateful sense of your kindness : but, if 
you acted from motives not so favourable to 

D 
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loe, I must lan^nt, as a tei^ld mis&rtune) 
that you slwuld add aiiother thong to the 
scourge of Injusdcje. 

I heUeve m my heatt, that your society, and 
such as I should have met with y»u^ Would 
-have been of greit use and benefit to me ; and 
that, in bewg so sparing of your welcomes, 
you omitted doix!^ a great good. The very 
business of this letter has made a gloomy mind 
less gloomy; and, if I had half a dozen letters 
^o write to half a dozen persons like youi*elf, 
^if so many coiild be found in the world,) it 
wovdd make this day, in spite^ of every unpleas- 
ant indisposition, one of the happiest and best 
of my life. During the future part of h, what 
of good or honour is destined for me, I can- 
not tell ; but I shall ever consider it as a very 
great and most flattering privilege, whenever 
you will permit ipe, in any manner, to assure 
you with what real respect 

I am, &c. &c. 
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OI* s^ltjxe birds in tl^q savy who sIiouT^ 
have l?een here but ' ■! . i — -r- 1 I met her in 
the, r-r-T"r where she could not well avoid me, 
thQtigh , % saw in Jier look^ 9, wish to do it. 
She yP9eivfd me, therefore, with great polite- 
ness ; cpoyersed with mucli ease and vivacity 
during the walk ; ?^nd, when I requested per- 
:qjissiQri M wait on her, she granted it, in that 
sgft ^f manner, which told me, in as strong 
terms as looks could give, " You are very im- 
" prudent to risk swh a request: but as an 
" absolute refus^ might raise conjectures in 
" those about tis unfavourable to you, I will 
^^ not a^wetyou with a denial; and my gates 
^^§hpU not always be shut against you. 3ut 
"[you will <iQ w^ll to proportion your visits to 
"what you may naturally conceive to be my 
" desire>'* And she has kept her word* Dur- 
ing (jix weeks that she was hene, I <?aUpd ten 
times, and was admitted only thrice, wh^n 
there was a great deal of company. This is 
a very superiour woman ; for, while she con- 
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ducts herself in such a manner to me, as ta 
tell me plainly that the respect she has for my 
family is the only inducement to give me the 
reception she does ; there is not a single look 
suffered to escape herefrom which any person 
might form the most distant suspicion of her 
:ientirae Ats conccrnihg me. It i^ ' niy btalb of a 
^bnsciehce ihatTlaes the busmess-^fbir me- — it 
is that keen-sighted lynx^' which 8fees~thing& 
iittpeiVicms to every other ejref: atid thu^ I ex- 
pose myself ^' ray self^ when I appear without 
spot or blemish to the circle about me. 

-^- — — ~ is a Very 'fine wotoanV a very seii^ 
sible woman, and, what is more rare, a very 
rational woman. The three qualities of beau- 
ty, talents, and wisdom, which are generally 
supposed to be incotnpatible in the same fe-' 
male character, are,- hoM^ever, united ih her.* 
There is another circumfstance whichV thoujgh 
a rake, I cannot but admire,' afid which the 
most dissolute respe<it in others, though they 
are strangers to it theriisdves— I mean -con- 
stancy. From the united principles pf duty 
and affection, she is faithful to her husband, 
who, to say the truth, highly deserves it.— 
Such a woman is capable of making the bad 
good, the- inconstant stable, and the giddy 
wise ; and he, who would wish to see what i^ 
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most perfect and respectable in the female 
character, would do well to make a pilgrimage 
to see and converse with her. I was so very 
much afflicted with a cold, as not to be able to 
go and hand her to thg'SSJich on her departure ; 
which was a circumstance still more afflicting 
than the cold : so I cotisoled myself by writing 
iier a: letter, which was half serious^ more than 
half gaftabt, and almost sincere. ' 

If you could, by any means, discover^ — and 
I should think it would be in your power to do 
it )withoui)much trouble — whether she has at 
aay time Mentioned it^ and, if so, in what man- 
ner she expressed herself, you would very scri- 
sAbly gratify ithe curiosity of, 
J r Your affectionate, dec. 
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IT is 66^^ loBig iiuce I received y^ur letter^ 
that I am ^most ashamed to ^answerrit; i^nd 
be assured, that, in writisig : ifay apoloj^^ and 
asking- yoiir pardon, 1 sictwfth ^ dc^ee of jes- 
oludon .that ^ I have seldom dxperieiided. I 
haidi^ expect that you will receive the one/ or 
girant ths iz^thibr : I di) not ^deservie dthcr, orku 
deed iscsf Mnfdness fr^ yoii bf any sorb; for. I 
have been very ungratefuK J am myself veiy 
sensible Jbfrit, and, vcigr. much apprehend that 
you will be of the same opinion. I was never 
more conscipus of my follies than at this mo* 
ment : and, if you should have withdrawn your- 
self from the very few friends which are left 
Aie, I shall not dare to complain ; for I deserve 
the loss, and can only lament that another and 
a deeper shade will be added to my life. The 
very idea of such a misfortune is most griev* 
ous ; and nothing can be more painful than the 
reflection of suffering it from a fatal, ill-starred, 
and abortive infatuation, which will prove my 
bane. I have written letters, since I received 



jKH&l^i. to manyTwbp Ijayc nevep ^jtte»is^cany 

to «hei:$ whosft <joni5S|)pncJ^aoe, fi^^s^mnd 
nt> one QOiolort tQi ray )ie^i?,: ^^r hc^our to apijr 
character; andforthem, atlea^^^s^gHged^Y^ith 
life^pi, I have ne^l^^ed you, tp w)iQs^r(}i^Uiter- 
fest^4 &ipi^dship I ^tn so mikch indebt^^ ahi 

whif^ is now become tfee. oply pe^int wH^^p** 
to fix my ailcboi: of liop^^ ~ 

Biat this is not aU ; lif it itere,' IJiaw some* 
thing wWMn mfe wWch ifv^pUjd. whisper ^ydur 
forgiveness; fot youknotf ^ wfeat frail mate^ 
rials I am made, . i»id;haye veaiWred;; iii tlir 
face of the worfd's mfkli^Q,.td progftostibalie h^ 
▼otoaWy of my riper Ufe^ But f fearLthat you 
. vriB think tacatiness adctedito ingl^ude^ when 
I tell you, that I 4m caHed back.4o ikckritml- 
^dge your past goodi^ss: to me^ and lo ^^ a 
repetition of it, not from any ije^^wed ^^uti- 
ments of honour or ^atitud^, but by iijiftiedt" 
ate and wringing distress. In such a situa- 
tion your idea presented itself to me — an idea 
which was not encouraged in seasons of en- 
joyment : it never wished to share my pleas- 
ure, but, like the first-born of friendship, it 
hastened to partake my pain. Though it came 
in so lovely a form, I dared not bid it wel- 
come ; and I started, as at the sight of one 
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Whoin Ihad' severely iiijured, , whose neglect, 
contempty ^d revenge, I might justly di^eadi 
while I did hot possess the kast means 6f>re^ 
sistarice, nor had a covert left where I ihight 
fly for refuge! 

This is a very painful confession, and will, 
I hope, plead my cause in your bosom, and 
win jnou to grant my request; I have written 

to for some time past, and have never 

been favouted with one line of reply. Ittdecd, 
it has-been himed, that he refuses to re j0 my 
letters. However that may be, he most cer- 
tainly does not answer them. In order, 'there- 
fore, that I may know my fate and be certain 
of my doom, 1 most earnestly and submissive- 
ly intreat you to deliver the inclosed letter into 
his hands. ■ ■ If I should be deserted by you 
both, the consequences may be of such a na- 
ture, as, in the most angry paroxysm, you 
wouild neither of you wish to 

• Your most obliged, &c. 
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LETTER rn. 



I RBTtTRN you all . my thanks for the- 
endeavoufS 'yon have made to satisfy the wish- 
es 6f my last letter. I am very grateful td 
you, though they have proved fruitless, I 
Suppose she destroyed the paper the momeiit 
she had perused the contents of it. Perhaps 
she did not eVen deign to read it, but deliverP 
ed it irifinediately to the flames, as tainted and 
infectious in coming from so unholy a persorf 

as I am. The idea mortifies me. To be treat- 
ed with "Contempt is always painful, and more 
so to those who deserve it, as they have na 
shelter in themselves to which they can fly for 
protection : in their own hearts they will find 
the echo of those sounds against which they 
shut their ears ; while the good man possesses 
a shield in his virtue, and returns compassion 
for injustice. Contempt becomes still more 
poignant, when it is conducted with a delicacy 
which does not give you the most momentary 
opportunity of returning it ; when it is so blend- 
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cd with good-humour and external decorum a^ 
to let no one see it but the conscious victim. 

In this manner <Kd4he fair Lady manage the 
matter with me : she honoured me with every 
mark of exteriour respect ; she suffered no po- 
lite attention or civility to escape her ; at the 
same time, her conduct towards irffeWAs- do 
jpeneral and equally tempered, thitt: she won 
Cie, as it were by enchantment, x\\xxxx\i^ same 
^jjode^ aiid precluded familiarity. 1 had indped 
brought myself Jf9 the resolution of .m^fci|ig n;ijr; 
approachesT more nearly, when slje imm^diater 
\y discovered my design, and, by asking some, 
quefitticfns ^bo>it my father, ivhic^i w^re .wholly-; 
unexpected on my part, ^nd; connected* with 

m 

§ome very stinging ideas,: she tlxrew iiriCj ?it mfX, 
ti9 my former distance, dissipated in a mompnt, 
the impudence I had collected for the occasion,, 
and I have never seen her since. 
' You have some sportable fanci^ ^pon t}ie. 
subject, and you are .welccjMe to th^m: l?.ut 
fpr once you are beside the mark ; atidt though 
your incredulity may oppose if self Xq my ass€^-^ 
tionv believe me that I have ax) hon^i^irespect 
for this woJiiari, and it is on tljat account th^t 
\ am so severely wounded by her treatment pf 
me. Tlie coptera^pt of half njankiiixi i^i not 
worth the smile, it occasions : tliey act from ca^s 
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ptice^ fbllf, weakness, envy, or some base 
motive J they j^m the vulgar clamoiir they 
know not why ; and their hiss, though lotid^ 
^ves not the pain of a moment : but the scotrn 
of good and honourable tnen is the fruit of c6n« 
victioli ; it springs from an aversion to what is 
contrary to their own excellence, and dabnot be 
retorted. There is no other way of being re-* 
venged of them, but in giving the lie to their 
uiifavourable prognostications, by an immedi- 
ate and complete reformation ; and this is a 
difficulty, my friend, of whose arduous nature 
you are equally sensible with mysel£— JPaci/k 
descensus Averni-^sed . rewicare gradum, &c* 
&c. Sec. u L The road by contrition to amend-) 
m;^\t is^ humiliating, painful, and difficult j 
and the greater part of guilty mortals adopt 
tiie sentiments of Macbeth : 



-« I am in blood 



Stept in so far| that, should I wade no xnorei 
Retamhig w6re as llad as to go o'er." 

But to the purpose : I have another commis- 
sion for you, in which I flatter myself you will 
be more successful than in your last. You 
must know, then, I am in a bad plight, and 
there is no good ground of expectation that 
matters will go better with me : on the contra- 
ry, the prospect is a dark one, and the gloom 
increases every step I take. To extricate my- 
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self^ if possible, I wrote to — : y who has 

not answered my letters, and, I am disposed 
to think, never opens them. I was, therefore, 
under the necessity of addressing a very piti- 
ful, penitential epistle to . I have used him 

scurvily, and made such an ill return to all 
his zeal to serve me, that! have too much rea- 
son to apprehend his resentment. He passed 

through about six weeks ago, without 

inquiring after me. However, without ap- 
pearing to know any thing of that circumstance, 
I ventured to tell a miserable tale to him, and 
to beseech his kindness would once more in- 
terest itself in my behalf, by delivering a let- 
ter into -r- — 's own hands. It would be 

an easy matter, I should imagine, to discover. 

if he has complied with my request. T 

. will inform you if he has been lately, and 



when, in street. Perhaps he may have 

scented out something more ; and whatever you 
can discover, I should be glad to know with 

* 

all possible dispatch. They will, probably, be 
slovf in their operations, whatever they may 
be ;. and yopr information will direct my hopes, 
or (jonfirm my fears- — will either give a sun- 
shine to the present shade, or prepare me for 
the worst. Adieu, and believe me 

Ever your's, &c.. 
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LETTER Fill. 



YOU accuse me of neglect in not informing 
you that I was in London. BeUeveme, I had 
every disposition in the world to do it, but was 
opposed by circumstances, which, among other 
mortifications, prevented me from seeing you. 
I came to England in so private a manner, that 
I imagined no one would, or, indeed, could 
know of. my arrival ; but, by a combination of 
unlucky circumstances, the secret was discov- 
ered, and by those who were the most likely 
to make a very unpleasant use of their know- 
ledge. I was therefore obliged to shift my 

plan, and to beg H to give me an 

asylum in his house, where he very kindly re- 
ceived and entertained me. My abode was not 
suspected by any pne ; and I remained there 
till certain people were persuaded that I had 
never left the Continent, or was again return- 
ed to it ; and till the hell-hounds, who were, 
in pursuit of me, had relaxed their search. 

You must, certainly, have heard me men- 
tion something of my Host and Hostess : 
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they arc the most original couple that ever 
were paired together ; and their singularity 
effected what, I believe, no bther amusement 
could have attained — it made me forget the 
disagreeableness of my situation. He pos- 
sesses a strange, wild, rhapsodick genius, 
which, however, is not uncultivated ; and, 
amid a thousand odd, whimsical ideas, he 
produces original bursts of poetry and under* 
standing that are charming. She is a for- 
eigner, assumes the title of Countess, and, 
without knowing how to write or read, pos- 
sesses, in the circumstance of dress, behavi-i 
our, &c. all her husband's dispositions. She is 
fantastick, grotesque, outree, and wild ; never- 
theless, at times, there are very pleasing 
gleams of propriety in her manners and ap- 
pearance. 

I cannot describe so Well as you may con- 
ceive the striking and odd contrast of these 
two characters : and what strange sparks are 
produced by the collision of them. When 
she imagines that Cytherea acknowledges her 
divinity, and he grasps in his hand the lyre 
of Apollo ; when the goddess unfolds herself 
to view with imaginary millions at her feet, 
and when the god chides the chairs and tables 
for not being awakened into a cotillion by his 



e.^js is; op,; it-isiaii sugi>st . fi^i^ i W. il "thfJ 

thf^nges instantly.^ fe<jU>. Vei^S fe?e{>ii«». » 
ttJiU, iamJ Phflltiift ^: blind fiddk.rt l^is.kat 
passible; tp ;d^S€r%. the riot ;. ^ot. only rfiftj^ct 

thrown ^a$ €|iclX'9i^^^ Hpmer^ gcjuuB is ;a^ 
59j«itely: njseeag^ijyjtft/ paint celestial combats. 
But it ends not here : the superb opera, which 
was acted, at least, during my stay, three 
times a week, and rehearsed generally every 
day, for the most part, has an happy conclu* 
sion. The contest requires the support of 
nectar, which softens the edge of resentment, 
puts the parties in good humour, and they are 
soon disposed to acknowledge each other^s 
merit and station, with a zeal and fondness 
superiour, if possible, to their late rage and 
opposition. A number of collateral circum- 
stances serve as interludes to the grand piece, 
and, though less sublime, are not less enter- 
taining. 

You will now, probably be no longer dis- 
pleased with me for making my hiding-place 
a secret. One hour's attendance upon our 
orgies would have done for you ; on the con- 
trary, they suited me* I wanted something 
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to hurry my spirits, to dissipate my thoughts, 
and amuse iny mind ; and I found it in this 
retreat. You know enough of the parties to 
enter into my description. I hope it will 
make you laugh ; but, if my pen should fail^ 
I will promise to make yotir sides ach when 
we meet again— -a pleasure which I look to 
with a most sensible impatience. I remain, 

Your's most truly, &c* 
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LETTER IX. 



SINGE the little snatch of pleasure I en- 
joyed with yoli^ I have been agsdn obliged to 
make my retreat t' I had iAade good my ground^ 
In my own opinion, but the devil that i6 in me 

wbuld iKxt suffer me to maintain it. There is a 
proverht)f Zt^roa^fef* tb the following effect-^— 
*^ That there are an hundred opportunities of 
1' doing ill every day, but that of doing well 
" Qpmes only, onfce a year ^ •' There is some 
wit and mu^h truth in the' observation. The 
wis^ man waS led to. matke it, I suppcJse, from 
the" circumstances of the tinies wherein he liv-^ 
ed; ahd, if il had been his lot to bireathe in 
these latter days, he would be equally justly 
fied iri fpiSnirtg a'iid applying such an opinion ; 
and; perhapsi in every intervening period; In-f 
deed, ifT niay judge from toy own experiences 
matters are still growing worse ; for I never 
fail to find the daily opportunities, but the an^ 
nual one has ever escaped mfe. 

There is nothing so miserable, and, I may 
add, so unfortunate^ as to have nothing to cb ! 
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The pcripatetick principle, that Nature abhors 
a vacuum^ may be applied, with great proprie- 
ty, to the human intellect, which will embrace 
any thing, however criminal, rather than be 
without an object. It is a matter of indubita- 
ble certainty with me, that, if I had kept my 
seat in Parliament, most of the impleasant 
predicaments in which I have been involved 
since that time would have been avoided. I 
was disposed to application in the political 
line, and was possessed of that ready faculty 
of speech which would have enabled me to 
make some little figure in the senate. I 
'should have had employment ; my passions 
would have been influenced by a proper, an- 
imating object, and my vanity would have 
been sufficiently satisfied. During the short 
time i sat in Parliament, I found myself irt 
the situation I have described : I was pleased 
with the cbardlfcter ; I availed myself of it?^ 
privileges while I possessed them ; I mingled 
in publick debate, and received the most flat- 
tering testimonies of applatise. If this scene 
had continued, it Would have been very for- 
tunate for myself, and have saved my friends 
great anxiety and many alarms : you, among 
the rest, would have been spared the pain of 
much unavailing counsel and disregarded 
admonition. 
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You know me well enough to be.ccttaiii 
that I must have a particular and not a comr 
mon object to employ my attention: it must 
be an object which inspires desire, calls forth 
activity, keeps hope upon the stijetch, and has 
some sort of high colouring about it. Power 
and popular reputation are of this kind, arid 
would greatly have engrossed my thoughts 
ai>d wishes ; they would have kept under the 
.fcaser passions : I should have governed them 
-at least, and my slavery, if I was destined to 
be a slave, would have been more honourable. 
But, losing ^situation so suitable to me, I fell 
.fcaek a'prey to that influence which had al- 
ready proved so fatal, and yielded myself a 
victim to an habitual dissoluteness which 
formed my only pleasure. 

I do not mean to write a disrespectabte 
thought of my father ; I would not offend you 
by doing it ; but, surely, his igpprance of man- 
kind is beyond all conception. It is hardly 
crecHble that a man of his understanding and 
knowledge, whose life has been ever in the 
world and the most polished societies of it, 
who writes well and ably on its manners, 
should be so childish in its concerns as to de- 
serve the coral that amused and the go-cart 
that sustained him sixty years ago. I write in 
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confidence ] and ywi know what I assert to be 
true. Indeed, I might go further^ and; trace 
the errours of my own life from the want of that 
kind of paternal discernment which sees into 
the character of his child, watches over its 
growing dispositions, gently moulds them to 
his will, and completes the whole by placing 
him in a situation suitable to him. 

I have been the victim of vanity; and the 
sacrifice of me was begun before I could form 
a judgment of the passion. Yoawill,^ proba^ 
bly, understand me ; but, if there, should be 
the learst gloom in my allusions, I will, .watb 
your leave, explain the matter more clearly in 
some futui^e letter. There is a greaj d^al of 
difference between a good man and a good^fa^ 
ther : I have known- bad men who excelled my 
lather as much in parental care as he was su- 
periour to them in reaLvirtue.-T-But njore of 
this hereafter. In the mean time, and at all 
times^ ~ 

I am, &a 
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LETTER X. 



YOU have, cenainly^ given yourself vc? 
ry unjustifiable airs upon my subject : » neither 
ydur talents/ knowledge, figure, courage, or 
virtue afford you the shadow of that superi* 
ority over i me, which^ I understand^you afiea 
to^ maintain* However imprudent or bad my 
conduct may have been, whatever vices I may 
unfertunately possess, be assured I do not eur 
vy you your sniveling virtues, whidi are worse 
thaipL the worst of vices, and give an example 
of meanness and hypocrisy in the extreme,— r 
Your jetter is a Jdrrago of them both ; and 
since the receipt^of it 1 despise you /more thaia 
ever. 

What, Sir ! has my father got a cough, or 
4oes he look idunner than usual and read his 
Bible ? There must be some certain symptom 
of his decay and dissolution that coidd induce 
you to address yourself so kindly to one, who, 
to use your x)wn expresaion,:is, as he ought to 
be, abandoned by. his family. You have dream- 
ed of an -hatchment upon ; >> . ■• house, and 
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seen a visionary coronet suspended over my 
brow. You are a simpleton and a parasite to 
let such weak reasons guide you to wag your 
tail and play the spaniel, and renew your of- 
fers to fetch and carry. Be assured, for your 
comfort, that, if ever you and I have any fu- 
ture intercourse together, it will be upon such 
terms, or worse. 

I have heard it said, and I believe it to be 

> > 

true, that you pretend to lament your poor 
^'s fate, and, with a more than rueful vis- 
age, prognosticate the breaking of his heart 
from -the wicked life of his graceless son. Now^ 
I will tell you a secret, that, supposing siicb 
a canting prophecy should take place tormor- 
TOW, you would be the first to flatter the pat- 
ricide. I consider you with a mixture of scorn 
and pity, when I see you so continually ham- 
pered in difiiculties from your regard .to the 
present and future Lord : though you order 
your matters tolerably well ; foi: there is not 
one of our family to whom yoiir hypocritical 
canting will not answer in some measure, but 
to myself. I know you, and I declare you to 
be incapable of any love or affection to any 
one, even to a mother or a sister^ You know 
what I mean : but, to quit an' idea abhorrent 
'to humto nature, let me intreat^you, tf it isin 
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your power, to act with candour ; and, if you 
must speak of me, tell your sentiments open- 
ly, and not with those covert looks and affect- 
ed shrugs, which convey so much more than 
meets the ear — and be so good, I pray you, as 
to raise your merit upon your own mighty 
stock of virtues, and not upon my vices. The 
world will one day judge between us, and I 
xhiist desire you to be content with the ac- 
knowledged superiority you will receive from 
the arbitration in your favour. . 

Ohf stultom nimis e&t, cum ta pravissimt tent««y ^ 

Ajteriut censpr ut vitiosa aotefti . ' 

I have not yet sung a requian to my own 
honour; andy though you and some: others of 
my good friends may have chaunted a dirgei 
ovet the grave you have yourselves, dug for 
it, it does not rest without the hopes of a jpyfirf 
and speedy resurrection. To have done widt 
you for the present, I have only tdrdpsicc yotr 
to be an open enemy to me, or a real friend^ 
if. you are capable of either : the J;ialting!be«9 
tween two opinions on the matt^ is both dis-*! 
graceful ar^d contemptible. Be assured that i 
give you these counsels more for your own 
sake^ than for that of 

. Your humble servant, 8cc. 
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LETTER XL 



YOU wish that I should explain myself 
at large with; respect to that vanity, which 1 
accuse of having been/ the cause of every in^ 
convenience and misdoing of my past life, t6 
which I owe the disagreeable circumstances 
df my present situation' andr ^haU be indebt- 
ed, probably, for some ftitmre events which^ I 
fear, are in store for mer 

YoiL willy I believe, agree ^th me^ that 
tanity is the foible of: my family t every iridi-» 
vidua! has a share of it for himself and foie 
the rest ; they are all equally vain of them** 
selves^ and of one another^ It is not, hbw-^ 
ever, ah unamiable vanity: it makes the rfii 
happy, though it may sometimes Tender themr 
ridiculous; and it never did an injury to any- 
one but to me. I have every reason to load it 
with execration, and to curse the hour when 
Ihis passion was concentrated to myself. 

Being the only boy and hopes of the fami- 



ly, and having such an hereditary and collat- 
eral right to genius, talents, and virtue, (for 
this was the language held by certain persons 
at that time,) my earliest prattle was the sub* 
ject of continual admiration. As I encreased 
in years, I was encouraged in boldness, which 
partial fancy called manly confidence ; while 
sallies of impertinence, for which I should 
have been scourged, were fondly considered 
as marks of an astonishing prematurity of abil^ 
ilies. As it happened. Nature had not been 
a niggard to me ; it is true she has given me 
talents, but accompanied them with disposir 
tidns which demanded no common repressure 
and restraint, instead of liberty and encour* 
agement : but this vanity had blinded the eyei 
not only of my relations, but also of their in- 
timate connections ; andj I suppose, such an 
hot-bed of flattery was never before used to 
spoil a mind, and to choak it with bad quali«! 
ties, as was applied to mine. The late Lord 

Bath, Mrs. — , and many others have 

been guilty of administering fiiel to the flame, 
and joined in the family incense to such an 
idol as myself. Thus was I nursed into a very 
early state of audacity ; and being able, almost 
at all times, to get the laugh against a father, 
or an uncle, &c. I was not backward in giving 
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such impertinent specimens of my ability.— 
This is the history of that impudence which 
has been my bane, gave to my excesses such 
peculiar accompaniments, and caused those, 
who would not have hesitated to commit the 
offence, loudly to condemn the mode of its 
commission in me. 

When I drew towards manhood, it will be 
sufficient to say, that I began to have some 
glimmering of the family weakness : howev- 
er, I was Still young ; dependence was a con- 
siderable restraint ; and I had not acquired 
that, subsequent knowledge of the /world 
which changed my notions of paternal author- 
ity. I was, therefore, without much difficul- 
ty, brought to consentto the design of giving 
solidity to my character, and preserving me 
froia publick contagion, by marriage. A rich 
and amiable young lady was chosen to the hap- 
py and honourable task of securing so much 
virtue as mine, to c6rrect the natural exuber- 
ance of youthful inexperience, and to shape 
me into that perfection of chafacter which was 
to verify the dreams of my visionary relations. 

I must own that the lady was both amiable 
and handsome, but cold as an anchorite ; and, 
though formed to be the best wife in the world 
to a good husband, was by no means calcu- 
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lated to reclaim a bad one. But, to complete 
the i sensible and well-digested plan in which 
80 many wise heads were concerned, it was 
determined for me to make the tour of Europe, 
previous -"to my marriage, in order to perfect 
tionate my matrimonial qualificate)ns ; and the 
lovely idea of the fair maid I left behind, wa3 
presented to me, as possessing a talismamick 
power to preserve me from seduction. : Bujt 
this was not all : for the better enabling me to 
make a proper and becoming appearani^^ ori 
in othei^ WOTds, to^ give nie j^every means of 
gratification, the family purse was lavishly 
held forth ; I was left almost without cbntroul 
in point of expense, and every method pursu- 
ed to make me return the very reverse of wha|; 
ejj^>ectation had painted me. You know as 
well as myself what happened during my trav^ 
els, as well as after my return ; and I tru3t 
that you will impute my misconduct, in part, 
at least, to its primary cause.. 

In this short sketch of the matter, which 
consists -ra€ier of hints than descriptions, you 
will see the drift of my reasoamg, and know 
how to apply it to a thousand circumstances in 
your remembrance. You were present at my 
being received into the arms of my family with 
a degree of warmth, delight, and triumph, 
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which the brightest virtue could alone have 
deserved ; and you recollect the cause of all 
this rapturous -forgiveness, which, I believe, 
penitence itself would not, at that time, have 
effected : it was my having made a speech in 
Parliament, flowery, indeed, and bold, but ve^ 
ry little to the purpose ; and, at .a time when, 
as I was certain that I should lose my seat, it 
tKTouldhave been prudent in me to have remaiur 
cd silent — ^however, Mr. EUi3 thojugsht prQpier 
to compliment me upon thei occasion, and to 
observe that I, spoke with hereditiaiy abilities; 
and this circumstanpe instd;ntly ocpasipi^ed the 
shoit^lived &mily trude tliat succ|eed64- 
- That my relations may have c^vise to : com- 
plain of me, I do not deny ;i but this confession 
is accompanied with an opinion, in which, I 
doubt not of yoiir acquie$cencp, that I, on my 
side also, have no small cause of complaint : 
and, however black the colour of xa^ future 
life may be, I shall ever consider that the dusky 
scenes of it are occasioned by the vanity of my 
family, and not by any obdurate or inflexible 
dispositions inherent in my own character, I 
am, with great regard, 

Your's, &*:. 
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LETTER 









MY DEAR 



IF you had been at all explkit with mc 
about the Arabian Coursetf he ahouldi most 
certainly, have beeti at your service. Not- 
withstanding he was the gift of Hymeriy to 
whqm I have so few obligations, the anim^ 
was a favourite, and I brought him to the conr 
titient with me, where he was very trouble- 
some and very useless. But he trovibles m^e 
no more ; and a little ridiculous event, which 
happened a few weeks ago^ made.tnfe hate and 
4etest him. If there had been, any laughers, 
the laugh would have been very much agains^t 
•me on the occasion : as it was, I felt and look- 
ed so. foolish,; thit I never afterwards could 
Axxm 2L favourable eye upon the beast that was 
the caiise of my mortification. 

I shall not give you an account of this little 
history ; for, as I am the principal hero of it, I 
-shall not tell it well: so I resign the task to 
P— — . When you see him, therefore, ques- 
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tion him upon the subject, and he will do it 
justice. He is a most lively, good-humoured^ 
and pleasant man, who bears the ills of life as 
if they were blessings, and seems to take the 
rough and the smooth with an equal counten- 
ance. This sort of unbended philosophy is 
the best gift that Nature ^can be&tow on her 
children ; it lightens the burden of care, and 
turns every sable and ghastly hue of melan- 
choly to bright and splendid colours. * i There 
is no one I envy so much ai I do P : a 

cap and bells is a crown to him ; a tune upon 
a flageolet is a concert — -if the sun shines, he 
«ports himself in its beams ; if the storiAceiocs, 
he skips gayly along, and when he is wet to 
the skin, it only serves to make out a pleasant 
story while he is drying himself at the fire. If 
you are dull after dinner, he will get him up 
and rehearse half a dozen scenes out of a play, 
and do it well, and be as pleased with his per- 
formance as you can be. : With all these com- 
panionable talents, he is neither forward, noisy, 
or impertinent ; but, on the contrary, very:con- 
versable, and possesses as pleasant a kind of 
good-breeding as any one I ever knew. . ^ 

His company has been a great relief to me, 
and I recommend you to cultivate his acquaint- 
ance as an entertaining and agreeable compan- 
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ion. You and I, my dear friend, are differ- 
ently, and, I must add, less happily framed. 
We are hurried about by every gust and whirl- 
wind of passion; and, though hope does throw 
a pale gilding upon our disappointments, fear 
never fails to interrupt our pleasures. — I would 
give more than half of what I shall ever be 

worth, to be blessed with a moiety of P ^^'s 

temper and disposition. 

I am, &c. 
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LETTER xni. 



MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I BEG your pardon, and plead guilty to 
the crime laid to my charge ! The Dialogues, 
which you have seen, were written by me, on 
hints given me by an infidel Frenchman at Tu^ 
rin.* That it was a folly, to say no worse, to 
amuse myself with such compositions, I read- 
ily acknowledge ; nor am I less disposed to 
own that it was the weakest of all vanities to 
disperse any copies of them. Your suspicion 
of their having been composed in an evil hour, 
as a ridicule upon those which have been 
published by my father, is a natural one ; but, 
believe me, it is not founded in fact. Bad as 
they may be, they were not writ for so bad a 
purpose ; and, if I had considered the possi- 
bility of such an idea becoming prevalent, they 
would never have been exposed to any inspec- 

* These Dialogues are loo irreverent zud profane to justify a publication^ 
The personages of the first are the Saviour of the World and Socrates } and of 
the second; King David and Ciiesar Borgia^ 
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tion. I wrote them originally in French, . and 
never, to iny recoUeclion, gave them an Elig- 
fish dress, but when I read them. accidentally 
to some one who did not understand the form-* 
er language. I was flattered into the suffer- 
ing of some copies to be taken by the declara- 
tion of a respectable literary company, that 
they were siiperiour to Voltaire^s Tragedy of 
&M//; and these copies must have been greatly 
multiplied to have made it possible that one.of 
them should have reached you. I am very 
sorry for it; for you have already more than 
sufficient i reason to fill your letters to me with 
reprpaphes; and I curse the chance that ha^ 
thrown another motive in your way to contin^ 
ue a^ train so disagreeable to us both. 
^ It is true that my father is a Christian, and 
has given an ample testimony of his faith to 
the world by his writings : but it was long af- 
ter he attained to my age that he became a con- 
vert to that system which he has defended. 
It is painful in me, and hardly fair in you, to 
occasion our being brought together in the 
same period : it takes from me the means of 
justification where I could use them, and of 
palliation where a complete defence migfet not 
be practicable. — ^As to my Right Reverend 
uncle, I shall consider him with less ceremony. 

H 
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He also may be d ^kxI' Chrisdan; bttt I re-^ 
toWect ft) have heard him make a better ^-^ 
6ii\j^ie updfi ih€ outside omameniis x>f an old 
GOfhtck pia^itf I ihmk it was at fFolverkamp^ 
ton^^ than he ever delivered m^ oncj through- 
oat the whole course of his evangelical la^ 
boUrs. He seems^ much itore at honAe in a 
Mttle haraiigue on some doubtful remnant of 
a Saxon tomb^stone, than in urging, the pet- 
fiDrmanee of Christian duties^ oi; guarding, with 
Ms lay-biiother, the Christian fortress agaiMt 
infidel invasion^ I well remember ^o to have 
heard his Right Reverence declare, that h« 
Would wiliingly give one of his fingeris, (that 
was his expression^) to have a good natural 
history of Worcestershire. What holy ardour 
he may possess as an Antiquarian I. cannot 
tell ; but, in my conscience, I think he would 
make a sorry figure as a Christiah Martyr^ and 
that a zeal for' our holy religion would not en- 
fiatfae him to risk the k>Mng of a nail from his 
finger. 

I repeat to you, upon my honour, that I 
did not wish these jeUx d^ esprit should have 
gorie beyond the limits I had prescribed for 
them.' The v6ry few persons to whom I gave 
them, were bound, by a vefy solemn promise, 
not to circulate their contents, or to name their , 
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autlior. If they have forfeited their word? I 
am sorry for it ; but the failure of their en- 
gagement cannot be imputed 4o me, and the 
severest judge would not think me guilty of 
more than chance-medley on the occasion. In 
your breast, I hope, there is a complete and 
full acquittal for 

Your ijiost sincere ;and obliged, i&c 
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LETTER Xir. 



MY DEAR 



I CANNOT bring it within the compass 
of my belief, that- H has escaped your re- 
collection : however, I shall be able to restore 
it to its proper tone in a moment, by mention- 
ing an ode addressed by him to me on the sub- 
ject of gaming. You admired it too much to 
have forgot the author ; and it now occurs to 
me, that you, or some one in the company, 
rehearsed on the occasion a long string of 
laughable Eton and Oxford anecdotes concern- 
ing him : nay, the very last time we were to- 
gether, you sarcastically repeated to me some 
of his vaticinations on my impetuous attach- 
ment to play, and kindly foretold the comple- 
tion of them. After all, I believe you are 
either laughing at me, or pretending tgnorance 
of my bard, in order to have an hash of the 
^ same dish, which you are pleased to say de- 
lighted you so much in my last letter. 
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Was it not you (or do I dream) who was 
so charmed with that part of his poem where 
he describes my being so reduced by gaming 
as to be abliged to sell H^ — — , and supposes 
the estate to be bought by the descendant of 
some felon who was reprieved from death to 
transportation by my ancestor the yudge^ whose 
picture he tears down from the wall, as a sight 
disgusting to him ? I am not certain as to the 
correctness of my recollection, but the lines 
are, I believe, to the following effect : . 

Shall some unfeeling stranger reign 

Within that blest domain ? 

Some convict's spawUf by thy forefather's breath, 

Perchancci reprieved from death ? 

Whilst thou, self-banished, self-enslaved, shalt roam, 

Without a friend or home I 

— Still shall he tremble at the Judge's froirn, 

And, fraught with spite, tear down, 

Ftom the repining wall, his venerable shade, &c. 

It is a composition of great merit ; and, if he 
was so fortunate as to possess a sense of har- 
mony, he would almost put an end to the pre- 
sent vacation of poetry and poets. His thoughts 
are original, bold, and nervous ; his images 
apt, lively, and beautiful ; his language is nev- 
er puerile, but sometimes low, and sometimes 
inflated'. If his taste was improved, and he 
had an ear for versification, which I think he 
has not, his compositions would be delightful. 
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and, as I have already observed) pUce him 
in the ftrst rank of modem poets. P m . ■ . s^ I 
believe, sometimes visits him, and will nxo^t 
willingly present you a Monsieur and Madan^Cy 
if you make known your wishes to him.-r-^A 
letter from me would shut his door ^g^nst 
you: my farmer favour was never equal to 
my presenrt: disgrace ; and if you wish .to be 
well in that quarter, you must not acknowl- 
edge the least regard for me. Indeed, you 
would do well neiver to mention the nsutne of 

Your affectionate, &c* 
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LETTMR 



AND I awokcy and behold I was a Lord ! 
I* was no unpleasant transition, you will read^i 
ily believe, from infernal dreams and an un« 
easy pillow, from insignificance and derelic- 
tion, to be a Peer of Great Britain^ with all 
the privileges attendant upon that character, 
and aome little estate into the bargain. My 
sensations are very different from any I have 
experienced for some time past. My conse- 
quence, both internal and external, is already 
greatly elevated ; and the einpressment of the 
people about me is so suddenly encreased as 
to be ridiculous. By heavens ! my dear — - 
-— , we are a very contemptible set of beings ; 
and so on. 

Without meaning any thing so detestable as 
a pun^ I shall certainly lord it over a few of 
those who have looked disdain at mcr My 
coronet shall glitter scorn at them, and insult 
their low souls to the extreme of mortifica- 
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tion. I have received a letter from , that 

dirty parasite, full of condolence and congrat- 
ulation, with a my Lord in every line, and your 
Lordship in every period. I will make the 
rascal lick the dust ; and, when he has flatter- 
ed me till his tongue is parched with lies, I 
will upbraid him with his treason, and turn my 
back upon him for ever. There are a score 
of bugs, or more, of the same character, whom 
the beams of my prosperity will warm into 
servility, and whose names will be left at. my 
door before I have been ten days in town ; but 
may eternal ignominy overtake me, if I do not 
make the tenderest vein in their hearts ach 
\with my reproach! Whether the world will 
be converted into respect towd!rds me, I do 
not pretend to determine ; its anger will, at all 
events, be softened : but, be that as it may, 
I can look it in the face with less fear than I 
was wont to do, and make it smile upon my 
political career, though it may still hold a 
frowning aspect towards my moral character. 
Permit me, however, to assure you, that 
whatever change may appear in me towards 
others, I shall ever be the same to you. The 
acquisition of fortune, and an elevation to 
honoiirs, will not vary a line in my regard to 
those whose friendship has been so faithful to 
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xfi^ as youir^s has been ; nbif :^ball you evet 
ha^e caRise to ; repent o£ ydur assiduous kind-^ 
ness to me.' There is a balabceTin the human 
passions, and- the mind that is awake to a spir- 
it of revenge is equally inspired by the senti- 
ments of gratitude. There is a dirty crew who 
shall experience the former, while you may 
confide in my solemn assurance to you of a 
most ample exertion of the latter. 

A propos : I must beg of you to forward the 
enclosed letter to . With much dif- 
ficulty I persuaded her some time ago to re- 
turn to England ; and I am apprehensive she 
may be already in town, expecting my arrival* 
If it be possible, contrive some means to free 
me from her persecutions, both for her sake 
and my own. Should she be come to London, 
you will know where to find her : make any 
promises you may think necessary in my name, 
and use every reason your imagination can 
suggest, to persuade her to return into the 
country. — You understand me. 

and are gone from hence 

this morning, to indulge their fancies in the 
business of cold iron and powder and ball. I 
was very near being hampered in the affair ; 
but my sable suit and funeral duties excused 
me from the employment, and I suppose the 
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first news I shall hear of the event will be in 
England, where I hope shortly to see and em- 
brace you. In the mean time, believe me 

Most sincerely your's, &c. 
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LETTER XFL 



MY DEAR FRIEND, 

YOUR letter reached me with a large 
packet of otiiers, which my father's death had 
occasioned. How altered is the language of 
them lipon the occasion ! - Your's, indeed, is 
exactly the same, or, if any thing, bears the 
tincture of more than usual severity. Flattery 
is a strkin altogether new to me, and by the 
two last posts I have had eiiough to surfeit 
the most arrant coquette upon earth. It is 
true, I cafnnot compliment your letter with pos* 
sessing an atom of adulation ; nevertheless, it 
is the only one which has given pie real pleas- 
ure, because it is the pnly one: wh^ch beiars 
the characters of real friendship. Thqugh I 
have acted in such a direct oppositicm to yout 
cautions and remonstrances^ I am not the less 
sensible to that generous passion, which pro- 
duced them, and has now taken the first opr 
portunity to give me the essence, .as it were, 
of all your former counsels, in thus calling 
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my attention to real and permanent honour. 
However I may offend you hereafter, you 
shall never again have cause to reproach me 
with a forfeiture of my word. I have, at pres- 
ent, lost that confidence in myself, which 
would justify me in oflFering assurances to 
you : the hopes of regaining it, however, are 
not entirely vanished, and when they are ful- 
filled, which* I trust, they will 6ne day be, 
you shall receive the fixst fruits of my reno- 
vation. 

I nnderstand the purpose of your pbserva- 
tioHy that ,tiie generality of men employ the 
first part of life in making the remainder of it 
miserable. I feel its force, and consider it as 
ith indirect caution to me not to pursue vL con- 
duct which must 4)e attended wkh such a la- 
mentable consequence. But, alas I creduta 
turba suthus ; though I have paid dearly for 
my credulity, unless it should be immediately* 
followed by the fruits of an wholesome expe- 
rience. We despise the world when we know 
it thoroughly ; but we give ourselves up to it^ 
before we know it, and the heart is frequent* 
ly lost before it is illuminated by the irra^a- 
tipns of reason. 

I have now succeeded to the possession of 
those privileges which are a part, and perhaps 
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the l^ist part of my inheritance. Clouds and 
darkless no longer rest upon me. My exieri-* 
dur of things is totally changed ; and, howev- 
er iMimoved some men's minds may he by out- 
ward circumstances, mine is not composed^ of 
such cold materials as to be unaffected by 
them. Such an active spirit as ammates my 
frame, must hav^ objects important in their 
nature, inviting in their appearance, and ani^ 
mating in their pursuit. No longer forced to 
drown the sensibility to publick disgrace and 
private inconvenience in Circean draughts, my 
character, I trust, will unfold qualities which 
it has not been thought to possess, and finally 
^ssipate the kind apprehensions of friendship. 
^ My natural genius will now have a full 
scope for exertion in the line of political duty ; 
and I am disposed to flatter myself, that the 
application necessary to make a respectable 
• figure in that career, will leave me but little 
time for those miserable pursuits, which, of 
late, have been my only resource. But I 
^ must desire you not to expect an instant con- 
•version: the sera of miracles is passed; and, 
besides, the world would suspect its sincerity. 
It is true, I am sinner sufficient to call down 
the interposition of Heaven, but the present 
age has no claim to such celestial notices. — 



70 

My amendment must be slow and progressive^ 

though, I trust, in the end, sincere and ef- 

fectual. But be assured, that, however the 

completion of your good wishes for me may 

be deferred, I am perfectly sensible that there 

is something necessary besides title, rank, and 

fortune, to constitute true honour. — With this 

sentiment I take my leave of you, and am, 

with real truth, 

, Your's, &c. 
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LETTER XVIL 



MY DEAR 



I AM at an inn, and alone ; and, if you 
were to guess for ten years, and had one of 
Osborne's Catalogues to assist you, sure I am 
that you would not divine the book which has 
amused my evening, and given a subject^ to 
this letter: nay, I may venture to tell you it 
is poetical, and still bid defiance to your pen- 
etration. 

My two travelling volumes h^d been read 
twice in the course of my journey, and^ as it 
would not be worth the trouble to unpack a 
trunk for more, I desired the waiter to ask his 
mistress to send me a book; and in the inte- 
rim I amused myself with fancying what kind 
of publication would be brought me, resolv- 
ing, however, if it should be the Pilgrim's 
Progress^ the Whole Duty of Man^ or even 
tile Holy Bible, to make it the subject of my 
evening's lucubrations. The waiter returned, 
aiKl desired to know if I chose prose or verse. 
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This I thought looked well ; and my prefet- 
ence being declared for the latter, I was, in a 
few minutes, presented with a jsmall volume, 
which I found to be a Presbyterian hymn book, 
entitled Hone Lyricayhy sl Dr. Watts. My 
expectations were a little chagrined upon the 
occasion : however, I turned over a few page^ 
looking cursorily at the contents in my way, 
when I dropped upon a little odd eomppation, 
the subject of which was no less singula thiait 
applicable to myself . The tide of it was j iP^^ 
Happy Matches. FrQtti the i^halracter ^f lii^ 
autfaory.who was a di^sentirigminist^r^ I fe^^ 
conceived that the reasons 6f,tnatrinK)ni4l ^ne 
feficity would be trite, wliiiiihg,i and scriptural, 
and that I should find some bouncing .aiiathe« 
mas against such offenders* as your huxttble 
servant: but it turned but quite otherwise-? 
Ae idea is a fanciful orieV and I daire/ affirm, 
that, if Apollo aiid the Nine Musts had racfoei* 
their brains for a twelvemonth, they could^nxjSr 
have hit upon such a conceit. : J » » 

The poet supposes that human souls conit 
forth in pairs of male and female from the 
hands of the Creator, who gives them to th15 
winds of Heaven to bear th*m to our lower 
world, where, if they ai'rive safe and meet 
again, they instinctively impel the bodies they 
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animate towards each other, so as to produce 
an Hymeneal union, which, being originally 
designed by their author, . must be necessarily 
happfy ; but^ as from the length of the way, 
and the many storms, &c. that check and come 
across it, they are generally separated before 
they reach their destination, their re-union is 
very rare ; and the forming an alliance with 
any other but the original counterpart, being, 
as it were, an extraneous connexion, must be 
necessarily miserable, and will produce those 
jarrings and contentions which so generally 
disturb matrimonial life. This ingenious fan- 
cy will make you smile ; nor would the ideas 
which occur to me on the subject re -brace your 
muscles, if I had paper or time to bear me out 
in them. They must serve for another oppor- 
tunity. . Th\i^, according to my good Doctor 
Watts, matches are made in heaven, but mai*- 
tiages on earth. I should think some of them 
iiave been fabricated in ■ ■ • ♦ 

^ • ■ # * • • « 

•♦ • • ♦ # - » « 

t* * btit no more of that. 

' I really feel myself much indebted to xYi\% 
l^indarick Presbyterian for setting my con- 
•science at rest, which, now and then, had a 
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momentary qualm on a certain subject The 
unlucky counterpart, which accompanied my 
soul from Heaven's gates, was tossed in some 
whirlwind, driven by some lightnings or de- 
tained by some aerial frost, and, at length, I 
I suppose, cast ashore among the antipodes. 
We are not destined, I believe, to meet again; 
and I fear, poor . soul ! if I may judge from 
myself, that her lot is a very lamentable one, 
wherever it may be. 

After all th^t sentimental talkers and senti- 
mental writers may produce upon the subject, 
marriage must be considered as a species of 
traffick, and as much a matter of commerce 
as any commodity that fills the ware-house of 
the merchant. We exchange passion for pas- 
sion, beauty, titles, &c. for money, youth for 
j^e, and so on. The business may some- 
times answer ; but there are few examples, I 
fear, when the profit and loss come to be stat- 
ed, where the balance is considerable in fa- 
vour of the former. Who, says the. Spanisji 
proverb, has ever seen a marriage without 
fraud, if beauty be a part of the portion ? This 
idea will hold good in every othfer instance, 
and corroborates my principle of its being a 
matter of trade, which has its foundation in 
fraud and tricking. One marries for connex- 
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ions, another for wealth, a third from lust, a 
fourth to have an heir, to oblige his parents, 
and so on. Every one of your married friends 
will come under these or similar descriptions, 

except Lord C , who married his Lady, 

as he buys his buckles, because she was the 
Ton; and I ddubt not, but he was completely 
miserable, that he could not change her, is^ 
he does his buckles, for the fashion of the next 
spring, or, pqrhaps, the next month. 

-Pitito was at a loss under what class to rank 
women, whidther among bim«e» 6r tatiotial 
ccektq^res : DbctDr J^tf««'5 iddas d*e far mol'tf 
fkvborable to the sex, for he has h6t hesitat-^^ 
ed to gi\^e them celestial nature!^* I must ac^' 
knowledge that I have my doubts upon the! ' 
subject. Mafwmetemism has, certainly^ some' 
fbe i^kits about it: givfe him wine, and a- 
i'UHt'e life is not a bad one. So good night 
ti^ybti!— — 
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LETTER XVUL 



<\ 



a:/ 



', 



YOUR string of modern wits is not wortli 
ar beadsman's rosary. The aera of wit is pas&- 
oi Ther^ are not half a score of men in tiie 
kingdom who deserve that title ; and the ris- 
ing world give no hopes of its restoration.— 
The tree that bears such fruit is blasted. Da? 
ijie the favour, I beseech you, to distinguisk 
between a man of wit, and one who makes. 
yjou laugh. The repetition of an old tale; sai 
griflniace, a blunder, the act cf laughter in an- 
other, or even a serious look, may cause the: 
ij^uscular convulsion; but wit is not. levelled? 
so much at the muscles as at the heart, and 
the latter will sometimes smile when there i&i 
not a single wrinkle upon the cheek. How it^ 
could ever enter into your head to think Chast 
Prices, wit, puzzles and perplexes me. He 
has no more pretensions to it than he has to 
grace. He is a good-humoured, jolly buffoon, 
that writes a bawdy song, and sings it; says 
things tliat nobody but himself would choose 
to say; and does things that nobody besides 
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would choose to do. BeUevte me^ that Chase's 
Jwte is politicks ; not publick^ but private pol- 
iticks; the science of which he understands; 
better, and practises with more success, than 
any man in Great^Britain. He is never with- 
out a point in view, or a game to play; and 
he 1 never sings a song, or tells a smutty tale, 
without some des%n. M6re amusement' to: 
himself or others is not Mr. Price's plan : his 
humour has been a good fortune to him ; ahdn 
he will contrive, I doubt not, to ma&e it last: 
as 'long as himself. Do you think, ' when 
BoUngbroke^ Swifts Arbuthnoty Pqft^, 6tc. hjti 
were assembled together, that the conversa- . 
tid^n of such a bright constellation of men was 
like. the ribaldry of Mr. Price ? Their wit didl 
not consist in roaring a bawdy catch, :&c. it 
was the. feast of reason, and the flow of soul.: 
Th@ flashes of imagination adoriledahd gavd; 
brilliance to the high diseour&e : wisdom was? 
eialivetied, and not wounded, by their wit;? 
and, anuing tiiem, the herd of laughter4ovingi 
fo^As would not have foiind a single grin to 
console them. If I were to sing one of Mx.^. 
Price's ballads, ofc to repeat one of his stories, 
jcoii would receive^ I fear, but little pleasure 
from the exhibition, because I could not give 
them the accompaniments of noise and grim- 
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accj^wlliftb.ifpriw their priucip»l merit: a»d^ 
perhaps^ bedsides my deficiency in acting my 
part, I itught produce the entertainment ah 
hour; too sQQUi JBut wit may he repeated by 
any one at any lime, . and, I believe ^ in almost 
aby language; with satisfaction and success: 
timci may dro*rn it in oblivion, but cannot al- 
ter its nature:- as long as j[t is remembered it 
wfll please^— while the facetious exhibitions of 
ai^Mon '4tbiiqtanion will scarce sutvive his fu- 
lieriL' But to proceed in your catalogue. . 
i Lord r G— r-»e's wit, as well as that of his?> 
frfend, JiQS'in-liii heels, anfi^ is so powerfully^ 
es^erted in» prodncihgentfe'ChatSj as ta be Jan-^ 
guid to eveiy other purpose.. A few school- 
bfey^ rhymies^ confer* hot the laurel of wit ; and^ 
it was '*a -^reat proof of an opposite character, 
irtthisi Nobleman to give his compositions to/ 
the i:w<^Yld.i He 'may imderstend French and 
Italian, 4iid/ p»haps, speak both those lan-» 
gaages: tdterably' well ; it is probable, also^) 
t^^at he may not hive forgot e viery thing . he: » 
lestrneij^ atj^dol : but ind^edv- indeed, <my 
frieiid, he is t^o wit; 

c CkiMesPd:x> isnhighly giftfed ; his talents ate 
of a Veiy supitiour ftattii^ ; andy in my opin- 
ion, Fitzpafydck is scarcely behind him. In. 
the article of colloquial merit, iie is, at least,. 
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his equal: but they neith^t of them possess 

that Attiek character^ whidh,: white it. correots, 
gives strength to imagination, -And j while it 

governs, gives digmty to wit. The ! late jEar/ 
of Rath and Mr. Charles Thw^shend werfe 
blessed with no inconsiderible share of it; 
and it is an intemperate vivacity of genitts 
which confounds it iti Mn Edmund Burke.-^ 
But the mah who is in the most perfect pos- 
session of it, has figured in^sd high a line of 
publiqk Efe, as to prevent the attention of man- 
kind from leaving his greater qualities to con- 
sider his private and domestick oharacter : I 
.mean Lord Chatham^ whose . familiar convexv 
sitiori is only to be exceHcd by his publick el- 
Qqueiice; Perhaps Lord Mansfield \(ras borti, 
if I may use th6 expressiori, with every Al- 
tick disp6siti(M;i ; but the shaeHes of a lawv 
education; and profession, and some other div 
cumstances which I need not' mention, have 
formalized, and, in some degree, repressed 
the brilliance of his genius. - With respect to 
this great 'man, I cannot but pathetically apos- 
trophize with Pope, 

*^ How %weii*Tk Ovkiwti9 in Mujrray iotty ' r •' ' 

George Selwyn is very superibur to Chmse 
Price, but very inferiour to Charles Tawm^ 
hend\ against whom, however, he used, as I 
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am told, continually to get the laugh : but this 
proves nothing ; for good-humoured George 
Bodens would have gained the prize from them 
both in the article of creating laughter. I may 
be wrong, perhaps, but it has ever appeared 
to me, that Mr. Selwyn's faculty of repartee is 
mechanical, and arises more from habit than 
from genius. It would be a miserable busi- 
-ness indeed, if a man, who had been playing 
upon words for so many years, should not 
have attained the faculty of commanding them 
at his pleasure. 

B— — converses with elegance ; L— - — ^ 
is an excellent critick ; and many others of the 
same class may be found, who are well quaK 

ified to be members of a literary club, but n6 
farther. Garrick is himself upon the stage, 
•and an actor evtry where else. Foote is a 
mimick every where ; excellent,^ delightful, on 
the theatre andrin private society; but still a 
mimick. No one can take more paiiis thaft 

Mrs. M ' to be surrounded with men 

of wit ; she bribes, she pensions, she flatters^ 
gives excellent dinners, is herself a very sensi* 
ible woman, and of very pleasing * manners j 
not young, indeed, but that is out of the ques- 
tion : and, in spite of all these encourage- 
ments, which, one would think, might make 
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^iAlB spring aut of the . gi^ound, the conversa- 
i6ms -of her h^use are too often cvitical and 
pedatBliok, something between the du)|iess afnd 
1^ pertnf ss of learning. They are perfectly"' 
dhastet, and generally instructive; hut a cool 
and quiet dhservcir would sometimes laugh ta 
see hQ?iV(diffiLCiult a matter it is for la belie Presn 
iitt*iW /to give colour ancj Ufe to her literary cir-r 
eles. dEt surprises me that you shoi^d leave 
Windham out of your list, who (observe roy! 
propiipcy^ .wiHhecom? one qf the ablest v^n 
and shining c^amoters that the Iftttwr part o| 
du& a^ will pa^odiife, I hSi^SvA Uf^e im ^'vch 

sattinments wHl veHfy it» ; 
.-i Tiie^e&aadjegt^, that ^e;v^^tp^t -the: 
ttdblp;in a roar, iprbmote the cfeeaify^i pupppses 
ef x:i>nv4vial so«:iety^ byt they have nothing to 
db wdth ijxiat Attijck conversalaon which i^ the 
highest enjoyment of the iiunian intellect.-T^ 
Wdlt, believe me, is almost esitinct; and I will 
tell you, aiiK>ng odier reasons, why I think 
so : because no one seems to have any idea 
of wfeat wit is^ or who deserves the title of it. 
To 4bii|k little, talk of every thing, and doubt 
of nothing ; to use only the external parts of 
the soul, and cultivate the surface, as it were, 
of the judgment ; to be happy in expression, to 

L 
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have an agreeable fancy, an easy and refined 
Conversation, and to be able to please, without 
acquiring esteem ; to be bom with the equiv- 
ocal talent of a ready apprehension, and, on 
that account, to think one's self above reflec* 
tion ; to fly from object to object, without gain* 
ing a perfect knowledge of any ; to gather 
hastily all the flowers, and never allow the 
firuit time to arrive at maturity : all these, col* 
lected together, form a faint picture of what 
the generality of people, in this age, are pleasi^ 
ed to honour with the name of wit* 

You must not be angry with me for tihis 
long letter, but r?ather be thankful that.it is isa 
short, considering the subject you threw be^ 
fbre me,* and the desire I have to set you a 
thinking on a subject of which you seem ta 
have formed very wrong notions. I agaiti r6** 
peat, that true wit is expiring, and great tai- 
ents also. My words are prophetiek, and a 
few years will determine the matter. It would 
not be a difficulty to prove the why and the 
wherefore; but of all subjects these half-met* 
aphysical ones are the most unpleasant to 

Your^ 8tc. 



89 



I:. ■... 

■ 

• 


• 


• 

* ■- - ' * 


LETTER XIX. 


■ t 

MY DEAR - 


, 



WITHOUT any violent exertions of my 
natural vanity, lean easily imagine that the 
eye of mankind looks towards my political ca- 
reer ; and that, for want of a better subject, 
there may be some among them who amuse 
themselves with forming conjectures concern* 
kig it* Thfe ministry have attempted to feel 
my puke upon the occasion, but without sue* 
cess ; though I will tell you in confidence, that 
iiiey have nothing, at present, to fear from 
me. In the jgreat subject of thi§ day's poli^ 
ticks, which seems to en^lph every other, I 
am with them. I shall never cease to con- 

* 

tend for the universality and unity of the Brit^- 
ish Empire over all its territories and depend- 
encies, in every part of the globe. I have not 
a doubt* of the legislative supremacy of Par- 
liament over every part of the British domin- 
ions in America^ the East and WesuLxdies^ in 
Africa^ and over Ireland itself. 
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I cannot separate the ideas of legislation 
and taxation; they seem to be more than 
twins ; they were not only bom but must co- 
exist and die together. The question of right 
is heard of no more ; it is now become a ques- 
tion of power, and it appears to me that the 
sword will determine the contest. The Colo- 
nies pretend to be subject to the King alone ; 
th^y deny subordination tQ ^ state, and, 
<upou this principle, have not only declared 
.against the authority of Parliament, but erect- 
ed a government of their owai, independent of 
British legislation. To support a disobedi- 
.e»ce to rigb*s which they onoe acknowledg- 
sed, they have ali^eady formed asioci^oiii^ 
warmed and ai:YaiyQd ihem^ol^t^ A^ Ai^pce- 
jj^aring to bri«^g the que^tflcH* lo the isi^u?e of 
/battiie. This being^ the case, it fe^caroe^ hH^ 
4y necessary for us to: Arm ris<^; w^njuUst plH^• 
jpare to quench the ewl in its infatncy,, ^nd t* 
extinguish a ftame which the nattaral ej:^niiQ$ 
of England will not fail to feed witii uar$iiiil>- 
ting fuel, in order to consume our comitteifcc 
and tarnish .our glory. If wise measau^es are 
taken, this business will be soon co«ajplete<J, 
to. the honour of the jaothet-couiitry andliife 
welfare of the Colonies, who, in $|^te t)f afl 
the assistance given them by the Hou&e «if 
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Bmrbaitj iniis^ xoiless mw ^govcranoent icti 
Hk£ an idiot^ be foreed M submissioiu 

fVur mj "Qvm ps^rt^ I haTe oot dbat high opm^ 
ion of their . Rotnui s^ii^ as to snppose that 
it wifl influence thew dontentedly to submit to 
all the horrours of war, or to resign every com- 
fort in which they have been bred, to relin- 
quish every hope with which they have been 
flattered, and retire to the howling wilderness 
for an habitation ; and all for a dream of lib- 
erty, which, were they to possess to-morrow, 
would not give them a privilege superiour to 
those which they lately enjoyed, and might, 
I fear, deprive them of many which they ex- 
perienced beneath the clement legislation of 
the British government. 

I da not mean to enter at large into the sub- 
ject ; but, if ministers know what they are a- 
bout, the matter may be soon decided : and in 
every measure which ten^s to promote such 
a desirable end, they shall receive all the poor 
helps I can give them — I wUl neither sit silent, 
nor remain inactive. But if, by neglect, igno- 
rance, or an indecisive spirit (the latter of 
which I rather suspect from them) they should 
let the monster grow up into size and strength, 
my support shall be changed into opposition, 
and all my powers exerted to remove men 
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from a station, to which they are unequal.— 
Remember this assertion — preserve this letter 
— and let it appear in judgment against me, if 
I err from my present declaration. 

I remain your's, &c« 
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XETTER XX 



IT was very natural, in such a StrephiM 
as you are, to imagine that I had hurried away 
to court the nymphs ; I mean the wood-nymphs 

of H . Now, I have so Httle thought. 

kbout, or regard for, these ladies, that I had| 
atone time, determinjed to despoil their shade, 
and make a profitable U3e of the oaks which 
shelter them. You will shriek at the idea, 
like any fZamcw/ryad; but in sphefoi shrieks 
or intreaties, I had it in contemplation to b^ 
patriotick, and give the groves of ii— — to 
^e service of my country. 

The system of modeni gardening, in sprte 
of fashion and Mr. Brown^ is a very foolish 
one« The huddling together every specjes of 
building into a, park or garden, is ridiculous. 
The environs of a magnificent house should 
partake, in some degree, of the necessary 
formality of the buUding th^y surround-— 
This was Kent's ofuaion ; and, where his d^r 
pigns have escapedtihe destruction of mpder» 
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refinement, there is an easy grandeur which 
is at once striking and delightful. Fine woods 
are beautiful objects, and their beauty ap- 
proaches nearer to magnificence, as the mass 
of foliage becomes sgkoire visible ; but to dot 
them with little white edifices, infringes upon 
their greatness, and, by such divisions and 
subdivisionsi, destroys their due cflFcct. The 
Yerdure of British swells was not made fee 
C^edan temples : a dock of sheep and a shepi 
berd*s hut are better adapted to it. Our cli* 
iftate is not suited to tlie deities oi Itafy and 
Greece ^ and 4n a hard winter I feel for the 
shuddering divinities. At H~--r^ them is a 
Tempte ^i Thes€4is^ coitimonly calkd by^ the 

gardener tfie Temple efjFVns^i^, whioli stai^es 
you in the face wherever you g® ; wfeJk thu 
Tempte of <?o«#, commonly called by the gar-f 
dener the Parish Churchy i§ so industriously 
hid by trees from without, that the pious mat- 
ron can .hardly read her prayer-book whhini 
This was an evident preference of strange 
gods, and, in my opinion, a very bl^sphem« 
ous improvement. Whwe Nature is grand, 
improve her grandeur, not by adding extranet 
ous decorations, hut by removing obstruct 
'dons. WherQ a scette is in itself lovely, veiy 
little is necessary to giv€ it ^11 (ki6 Advantage, 
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pldbe;> iibihats itt fe«rtrf pitfof it^Hthte air of a 
Golgotha: a princely one I liitist sicfeibw^ 
ledge; feu%4tttK) part of it could I ever lose 
that gloomy idea. My own park possesses 
many and very rare beauties ; but, from the 
design of making it classical, it has been 
charged with many false and unsuitable orna- 
ments. A classical park, or a classical gar- 
dien, is as ridiculous an expression as a clas- 
sical plumb-pudding or a classical surloin of 
beef. It is an unworthy action to strip the 
classicks of their heroes, gods, anc| goddess- 
es, to grow green amid the fogs of our un^ 
classical climate. But the affectation and non- 
sense of little minds is beyond description. — 
How many are there, who, fearful that man- 
kind will not discover their knowledge, are 
continually hanging out the sign of hard words 
aiid pedantick expressions, like the late Lord 
Orrery^ who, for some classical reason, had 
given his dog a classical name ; it was no less 
.than Civsar! However, Casar^ one day, giv- 
ing his Lordship a most unclassical bite, he 
seized a cane, and pursued him rounds the 
room with great solemnity ^.nd this truly clas- 
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sical menace — *^ Casar! Ca&eir! if I could 
" catch thecy Cesar ! I %pould give thee as maj 
y^ ny wouTfd^ as Brutus gave thy matne^ake in 
f* the CapitoV .This is the yery froth of fbl- 
ly and affectation. 

Acjieu, &c. 
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MY D£AR StR> . 

■.•.•..■•. , . . • 

I OBEY your commands with some reluc- 
tatlce,^ in relating the story of which you have 
Beard so much, and to which your curibsi'ty 
appears to be so broad awake; I do it unwiT- 
liiigly, Becaiise such histories depend so much 
upoit me manner in which they are related j 
andthis, which I have told with sxich success^ 
and to the midnight terrotirs df so many sim- 
ple souls, will make but a sorry figure in a 
written natrattoh. However;* ybxi Shall Have it. 

It was ih the early part of — 's life 

that he attended an hunting club at their 
sport, wheii' a stranger, of a genteel appear- 
ance j and Wfell'nvouhted, joined the chace, 
and was ob^erv^d to ride with a degree of 
courage arid address that called forth the ut- 
most astoriishmettt of every orie present; The 
beast he* rode was of amazing powers; no-' 
thing stopped them ; the hounds could never 
escape them; and the huntsman, who was 
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left fer behind, swore that the man and his 
horse were both devils from hell. When the 
sport was over,.the c^w3pj)fiiy;ii3|rited this extra- 
ordinary person to dinner : he accepted the in- 
vitation, and astonished the company as much 
by ,the powers of his conversation and the 
elegance of his manners, as by his equestrian 
prowess. He was an orator,^ a poet, a paiht- 

er, a. miisidai?^ a Ja^wyer, ^ ^y?f^^Si}^'9^^ 
he was ev^ry thing,. aud.iih^;ro^g4^^^^ 
4iscQurs.e . kp^tt the : drpw^f sportsjc^en . s^f^^ 
Ipng^ afti^r th^ir usual h^MVf - ^ 4pn#h, hpmr. 
^ypVy wearied ^patif re qc^uld be, . chaxjaaedr HCf 
XXK>re } and the copapasxy began to steai^ W^% 
% degrees. to their;. repose^: On: his ob^eri^ 

ingthe sopi^tjr dimi^ish^^ hfr di«f^ere4 <^ 
fest : signs o£ unqasiness ^ he. therefgre ga-v!?; 
new forces to his spirits^ amd ,j^Wrdiai?iH^'t<3y 
his conversation-,; inj Qrderrtf)rdet?|nith^ remain- 
ing few some time ;longpr. This 1^^^ sowe Ut^ 
tie effect; hut the period, could i^otrbc loiig; 
delayed when he was to be. xonducited to.hjifh 
chamber. The remains of; the, coippany re^ 
tired also ; but they h^ scarce closed th^ir 
ey^s, wiien the house wa^ialarmed by- the mp&t 
terrible shrieks that were^eyer heard : several; 
persons were awakened by the.'noise^. but, its 
continuance being ^hort, they concluded it to^ 



C9^&ied: m: €^sm^ ^purt oS'ttm h/b^^n they very*. 
90011^ th^m^o^^tt^fmi^d tjbcwsdvcsftd dleep,. 
s»Hi l^e^r^i^^ftryrSiDOufafM^ bysbarieks and 
gri^ q£ flti^c^iei^ter' teTxx>iw thaa thei ^sinner. 
idainBed^a(!>wliat the^thesord^. sara of then 
rjon^jtbsir bdte^i aikl^ wheixdie sBrvamsTcamit^ 
tiiejjr dedbdDed.'ibatitbe Borridj sounds .prooeecL- 
adifrbh?(tire stravig^^srchaiiiber j Soiout; of thsi 
gs^tkmesiiinimedsatebjr arose^ ilo ienqnire in*-* 

pQ9cv (l£:ep6$r g^roana 1^^ and shr^ler; 

i^hrieks fi£ agcnsry^ ^gaki astcidusilfid and tcmiiir' 
fi©4^th6m-l Afterjjpatoeking^ soitofi time at the 
stwiigerfsi «hM*b<af-door^: hfii aftaw«ed them 
as t^e asv^atened from^ ^I^ep^/ de^laredc he had^ 
heaxd^mDJubisie^raBdy ratdier in^aaraikg^ tone^: 
deJshidk he inighir not W again dist^ XJp«* 

o«i thw-. th^y yfct»rii^ tc^one ftf rthelr dkarobf^a^. 
anci b^ ^9^6^ htgopi t^\ , coflf^uniea^ their 
5Sn$itti^i||Sf > ta ■ f?ac]^ Pthexi; ; wheji their cen ver- 
salkilr iwlaa ;iiij(e]pr<u$iit,ed by 9 teaewal^ o^ yells^ 
sci5?*ni95i apd; i^ri^%; wjhiehv £rOm^^ hor- 
ro^r o|^ them, >eefli^ to i$3up.:^<3i3sathe throats 
o^^aflac^d ^:to|lji|,red sjifii^s^^ 'J'h^yiiLmipe!- 
djtpj^ fpl|jowpd tjbie spunds, and traced them : 
to the stranger's chamber, the door of ;wliich 



the^r instantly bur^t open, and found him tlpidttf 
his knees^ in bed, in the' act ^f iscourgihg bim*^ 
self widi the most unretenting severity, his^ 
body streaming with blood* On their^ seizings 
his hand to stop the strokes, he begged them^^ 
in the most .wringing tone of voice, as an abt 
of mercy ^ that they, would retirej askrris]^ 
^em that the cause of their distuibande was: 
over, and that in the morning he wbtddiac^ 
quaint, them with the reasons of the terrible* 
cries they had heard, and the melanckcdy sij^ht 
they saw. After a repetition of his entreaties,^ 
they retired-; and in the mominig. some idf them 
went to his chamber^ but he was not there ;^ 
and, on es^amimng the bed, they fcmnditta 
be one gore of blood. iJpon forther inquiry, 
the groom said, that, as soon as it was light,: 
the gentieman came to the stable booted and 
purred, desired his horse might be immedi'* 
ately saMled, and appeared to be extremfeljr 
impatient till it was done ; when he vaulted in- 
stantly into his saddle, and rode out of the* 
yard on full speed. — Servants were -iifemiedi-- 
ately dispatched into every part of the sur-- 
rounding country, but not a single trace of - 
him could be found: such a person had not^ 
been seen by any one, nor has he since beetib 
heard of. . : <- 
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The ctrcnmstances of this strange story 

were immediately committed to writing, and 

signed by evciiy one who weiie witnesses to 

them, that the future credibility of any one, 

who should think proper to relate them, might 

be duly supported. Among the subscribers 

to the truth of this history are some of the fijrst 

»atme? of ifeis century .—^It would now, I be- 
lieye, \ he .ijoiper^ii^iiai eta add any jtoing more, 

th^ndthat lam, I i r : ; r * - ' :r[ 

'Z^ ]\AA:TAy:^'\\V)^ ■'^fl::'*v\'' v:Yaur?S*:j8cc. ^ 
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I THANK. j^Qti xaq^;$fe£^rd§r/]my 11^ 
dear fcleekl^ for ^xkir dbligk^ ^oc(ngrat^ 
on my late promotion ; and I ,havi tioibe^^ 
way to answer Ae friendly counsels which ac- 
company them, but by opening my heart to 
you upon the occasion, and trusting its senti- 
ments with you. 

You knew my father, and I am sure you 

will applaud me in declaring that his charac- 
ter did real honour to his rank and his nature. 
A grateful fame will wait upon his memory, 
till, by some new change in human affairs, the 
great and' good men of this country and period 
shall be lost to the knowledge of distant gene- 
rations. In the republick of letters he rose to 
a very considerable eminence ; his deep polit- 
ical erudition is universally acknowledged ; 
and, as a senator both of the lower and high- 
er order, his name is honoured with distin- 
guished veneration. In his private as well as 
publick life, h? was connected and in friend- 
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shij^ withiftbe fibst men dT tHrn linie m 
l;e^liv€d; amd^ as a ch^actef ofr 4itsidt virtaq 
»idirue) piety^ He has: be6n -universally i^ei4 
fiidth ad f tke jxioist striking etxample of thisl kge. 
"fUue idea of xiStkomiiibn :n^brii[a(K:Q^ 
([^pinion bf ^hifn ; a^to mientioni his n^nie is'tqt 
2^aken4h^l^ nK)st pleasihgland ;^^ 
h&jAs.^ As yoy^ re?id this shoit and!^itiiperife<» 
cmtline 00 Eiis icharadteri :fill k ti^iand dbii 
|»s«ice<i ^'Ndw^ it ^^^11, perhstps, surprise jloti^ 
when jfett^^f e Mforitied) that the post in gov^ 
cinninusnt|(whsch / tl^is great at|d good man mo:^ 
desir^d^iand obuM^neyer Obt^iQ, was^the Chief 
yustia^^iittJEj^Cf %^ l^he reversfe b£ 

ibe Ipibturb is ds follows : tlwt your humbler 
inrvianit^ ;and; his^ ^Oi^^e^ son, iMiose x^arac^^ 
t» yo9;perfec3^Jmowi> ihas bee:^r;a5>pioimed)to: 
das itcerys ^p«t| ^ ih^'^e infency t of . his peerage^r 
withoio^t ^nyj prewfrns Sidrv^^e-pedbrmed, hint 
giyen, 'Or T^v^ifiotf i)^id^ on^his^ part^ and 
mi:hbutt>thej|)tb]^ition of^ aiidMSonditions oik 
lh?^ p&ri of^ th^ Minister. WhttiVl 'Was sur^^ 
prised %^thei6flBi>, 1 wiiS sarpriseid'-Jilso by ai 
sttddeii jaM^> UiiWSuai" sulfiifeion ^ii^ my chee^Si - 
OtAhi oo^tklSt of^^Mineaftdorhy father's thir^l^ 

a:cter — of ittifie aM my faflitr's lot. Indeed^^ 

so big was my'Mart on' the' o^^^^ that, 

w^h tftp ^jgij§]l^pal amb9§s|idour had left me, 
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the scntiinettts of it burst fortKi ufion the 'ferst 
person I saw,: whorhappcnjed not to be a Veirj^" 
j>foper 'recepStaclCf fo* the reflectiorisi of virtues 
. 'fheie is a wry great encouragement in this 
#orid' t0( ber3¥ickcd, and the DeviY certainly 
goes about in : mote pleas&ig shapes than that 
of a roaringdioA^ In the name of fortime, my 
dear frieJidv hpw and why are these things.? 
1$ (it the increasing porruptiOn qfi the times^^ 
or the weakness of govetftment, th^^t gives to 
dissolve m^n the meed of virtue ; ..ojc do min- 
isters think it expedient to givdaisop to ithe 
inastlff whose growl might make jthcni tremJ-j 
blef You, who havt made men and toaimefs 
ywiir study, Twho have^ looked so deeply intoi 
the volume of the heart, and have :acquircdfe 
auch an happy art of r^condli^j the apparent; 
inconsistencies of litiitaan affairs, BQ^ 
me. I wish /you could improve andccmveitr 
me ! I am nbi inseQ4ible to What is)good \ nay^ 
there are mom^ts w&cai the^^ifttUcJufiirei of vir^ 
uie beams upc^ it^i^. I try to seize it^i but th<5} 
gleam escaped, me,: and I agSl re-iftv«Jved in 
dackness. The fcotoflict of reaspnt aftd pasgioft-. 
is^rbut the confliot of a moftifei^j and the latter: 
nfevei" fails to - bear tofe oflF in tif^uiR^. . > ;; 

——— Video meliora proboqiic. • r 

Dcteriora scquof. * ' ' 

-' " ' '' T am your% -most feruly, ' &1fc/' 
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>: I 'WISH the Momit^ JPost^ and every 
Other Post tiiitt scatters such ;iiiaHgnant, faise^ 
kud detestable histories^ in die l)ottomleds pit^ 
if«i4th its writer^ prititers, editors, publishers^ 
collectors, and purchasers. To be the sub^ 
l^t ef ^n<>iscksiOttal paragr^h is not worth a 
^wn. . -It ife w tax ^hich pvery one in high 
^^'6eti ttittsf >pay, be lie good, or be hcbad^ 
%d ' that diBtodt^ ^f oalinmiy^. vvfho now has a 
X€^l& prepari^d for his Service at. every .breaks 
jast^Jtable in the meorbpolis* > Bm to be the sole 
iheme of a scandalous dironickf and to see it 
hot ' only saved from oblivion, jbut raised into 
iiniversai notice and recepti6n,r £rom its abu^ 
i&ive histoities^^ of me, is a circuiiistance big with 
^^verypaift and pebaky^f iportification. To 
add to my distress, no means 6£ satisfaction or 
tevenge are ih imy power ; and, if resentment 
iv^ere. ; to ^eajreia i scourge^ and I could use it 
to my wishes, E shbijid^only giv^jnew materia 
als to prolong the tale. The business of silent 
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contempt is above me ; and the mode of con* 
duct you recommend is like St. Austin's reason 
for belief, guSsiJnipbssibSe^kt. f cannot enter 
an house where the page of my dishonour does 
not lie upon the table. Every man who me^ts 
me in the street, tells me by his very looks 
that he has read it. I have overheard my 
9WJfi servants t>bscrving upon it; alld th* very 
^liurmcn can repeat its t»b3^ ! Ii expect wtity 
day thkt jxty ihotise, lifc^ : Baliaih's; u^i WiU 
peigh icasadal latime ; not/iijdp^jlfeflmiiCtfl^Sr 
tikl^. bitt hdlisli inte;rveoti«jKj ijim , :., .l!n. 
/: Some J steps^ havKe veac, muMfh^t^Tt^ m^ 
£qm^ imeathod/ adopted tier /sileno^ rl^eicry. 3?o 
jbibe the chounfls^ WQiifld.:J^^ 
tion, almost e^uaKte . what Iji«Wf.Sitf§r j;bjijt 
tHere as no divmingohowL iGh^ih^i^riffm^y 
Ustj and the toBk cmtai^tur Mrb&hiltixibie.^ 
Bear it' 1 caunbtf and* revfci%Ci i« mb* in m^ 
powdr. ^The.irasleal keeps withinv^ xih^cle^f 
privilege ; anJd, i if he shotdd slip^out of it^ J 
am 72^Eaid.i4iat lit: would ii\otaans!y©^>itt5ri p^^Pr 
pdse to 'avittliiinys^lf of i 5©<ftauiiiem. : |]^ 

short^: rdtwi?fiinow:what-to/.do4 You:! isSH 
tibligermer iiio|feirth9.nv«vcr,via :&nmiig r^i$)|!i« 
wise red0ImibIis^fQ^ jDore, janiaiK 

me■*0^XXettttevtbe15^^ ,>j:;;-';./ v..;c ot 
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MY DEAR FRIEND, ... 



c- 3 . . J 



YOUR senfeifeilfty towards 1^^ 
Ia:lferperseculidn, isia^flattering mark^af that a& 
fectionate ^rste^n wUidh you have: eVer borne 
iiii^^ I ifl^Mt s&Kdtely thank yoil forit; ttfld 
fei.v4B<mlytd>^sh that the i?v<)i*ld Imiew I sffflft 
return so W8fm ia; plate i^ Sii^at 

eirc^timtanece wotiid serve' us aii antidote ^ii^ 
gkmt ^tlte polskkiLp^^kk has been r|ib^ 
t!d<tke imi^iof ibaiiMidxm m^^ 
b?fttferies bf ^diiidal are^arlifefl^h^'TO fi^offl 
^; va3idc|so«ie bftw: dbject of tfander Tage wiH^ 
Mope, make^theb thytiidcring attack tip6n me 
t0bejqpiic]&ly fb]E^^0tteh*: . : i 

I Ipve m[^i^\ht^y:rts ! iconslSKlution^ and its 
privileges, iitoo well to sayi, write,^ or eVen 
think, aa^ iMng agonist that palladium of 
British freedom,; JtHe 'liberty of the press j 
thtmgh i hsLvn \ beten . feuch" * sufferer by xti-^ 
WfaU^ it t^mmss&^j^^^ remain!) 

ihe^i^e^ecM -EttgliOTd^iW^ secutity 

fiji- tiidse'piiirlle^L^ip^^ them a snpe- 
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riority over every other nation. Perhaps the 
enormities of private scandal should be check- 
ed, at the same time thai^ XlMi]^, it would be 
dangerous to suffer even an excrescence of 
any staple privilege to Be cut oflF. The track 
of innovation widens every moment ; and on 
this example, if it was once opened, there is 
»Q spying where it would end. : \ . 

A priest, I think, is said to have invented 
gun-'powder; and> a soldier has the xnredit jq£ 
ftrst suggesiing The Artyi^: Ennt^^ 
JiSy^}he%yd WQwi^ully Quriousvand jJrofouodi 

gl^rvaticmis ma^e upon the strjange Qorol^»-i 
tkmiof the inventors and their invenlmi,^^^—, 
B»i^ 3urely,tit does: not require j^ mome^t'^ 
leflfcctioii to . discover,' that • this; in4proyeme«:% 
ii^ the b\;iaiiieS3 of: war, ^ wejil a$ in the re,-, 
pitihlick of letters^ could not have ptoceejdejd 
so. jmturally from any other t^airacters. , It isi 
I believe, universally allowed, that^ since the 
intrbduction .of artilfcfy and iir6^arms(, the 
trade of war: is become comparatively innoi^ 
cent: slaughter no longer wades kaecrdeep 
in. Hood :;^, and her sword is ^ now no soeaiex 
drawn than it is satisfied. . lA disfcovery, tbes^^^ 
fore, which ha& lessendd :id^e , canmge and ihtftf 
rotirs of battkv was.niost-inalur^ly ja^ 
by^ a minister ofi^e/^aspd.p£^>cace.'j:Oh^ the 
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contrary, we have only to examine the history 
of letters since the invention of printing, and 
lo ! what an hoW o^ |)b!eiii}cSl^riters appear, 
armed with the most bitter spirit of malice 
and resentment! Wha;t feuds, both national 
and dome stick, have arisen from it! What 
rage has been inflamed! QavLJPO^ny . waf s 
have been engendered! What disgraceful, 
iiiflammatory, and unchristi*i ^ comrovfersies 
niaMtainedl Hb^ rkany scahdai^^lrf^JeVer^ 
fcihd have> betfii ji^ojiagated, ktic* 1^ p&s- 
skms have been iritJted by it 1 ^%fJzi &a s<i ttlat 
di^ fficist free govfetkmems^ tidve 4>^w ol^iged 
td^ enact laWii to risWaSnrand i3faht*o«ariltl Stictt' 
a«P Jav^miiSft, ihieuif^Aev J mtif'h& ^sa&l fl^pto* 

ts^edj in it^ra^hU64\irisk^^ iM$& 

j^rfafeiBslon^is £iuladed ih thedahina>£Miesr/ in^ 
justice, and makvdldnceiof matildlld.^oI^dotlb^ 

world is^Kik olo^lirao^lDie, moit4s4deb^dMta 
tlBQi^riest than therrk)ldi6v. * Ycm vi^kejioim^ 
pcDhaps^nthM #itsrfjai^ftl6m 'ftf llfes^ flbMP^thcf 
smai^limg ,o£ my/^wopwis,<'^iwiidcljii^acenno^^^ 
tisifjonigd OTcr'i/vi feehniyself ^ofjax^awhtry coping 

itef fimi^l i widi/ifuki idi'^ :>sUl^to tilt J(&($t>a ^aBi 
r^mnkM^ Jwhetkffe&hftHfitatfe |i|fijtip^ojfttiBityocrff 
s©ii>e imii^h iwmrl|f>^ briBt^ jdae / iaatteiv ^ 
^oito:fc^T»^jintaJx^batfe uothlyou. lo y^ 3 

I remain, with great regard, &c. 
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. ; I . MW^T , 9^te?ftwMgett r,?iot^\thstaRdmg 

tb»tj tbAldeci?^ion you j^ntiq^ i^^ a wrf tchqd 
lisusineps,^ ^.4> ^Bgr^es djiji . yftl^me to, whi^h 

« 

swedly, tot d^: ii;, ' Jwt,> ^c»^ .nij«i\yf os? 
eeUciaf q(tt«U^9iiWht^jtbi^rd«dJbsfit0i^ pds^«s^ 
efi» he ift drbUb of tbehfifcslrjf^Uyery, andtl 
ddned iiot.1;fcm;ttufi:tdjtrustIbimI 
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pointed hiib i^ Jiioooiu^bla jlaJbo^rs ofian 
^€^ii^))t$o]i(' ite/tise itoirij^teer najodave^ : ; cfirsi^ 

gakiat>anrxii3^gaiadbiis. SK^ frodn an 

epit}ioipL7 dfiab a. r.g^doiiSTiieplii w.'s:> w^U^iilafliieif 
flatteries bad. ci^edeoErbisij^A/v^ 

ihg; and, . ipmrdljl^; fibmlla/Idefei^ ' of be&t0vr- 

hig \ipdn:this(ielf7saide*^ais^si3^^^ 

gacy of honour frfamdxedpihihiication, and of 
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pf§i^t (rbmtht "^^pi iUfi^ ypl^ipe, , He is a» 
{M*p9^d of ^ ih^ busmess as a xieiy-madc^- knight 

<rf ilia titk, i?;n?,¥P^,.J??V^ ^^l wJ^^^J^^ ^? F?r 
ceil^Wg J»j?ensq frc^pi . book-^se|l?rs j anci jhw 

jo^ri^yi^ft^ji and Ipyesf to be pc^inted ^at a$, 9 

ifchIWi of science^ , 1 wjish . he may be content- 

Bd'.wit^ t*Si ptiesept. Relebrity ; , thoif g;h, if | 

knoyi JbiB^; alight, this editor!^ jbu^iiifiSS iwilj 

awakeiiif ide%? p£ his ^laying t^l^nts, for a sup^- 

rioi^r Ghftraqterjf and tljat -he i& g,ualifiedL to 

publish his^0W^ works with asmpcher/a/.M 

he h^sdoi;^ those, of another*. If he attempts 

to icligi^ therladdet of ambW^ but 

parti,eularly in a literary way, h<e; must fell# 
1 have cpupseUed him to be contpnt ^5 jtndi^e 
bpobT giv€3 it out that I am eaiviow of his 
repuft^^^BU liPpoT^ sijiy fooU. J only, wish , the 
daw* ma]^ feeep ,the one ^goor^fpfither ie r,h^^ 
gpt ; for, i£ he- attempts ^ny addition to -h^ 
plumage, the vanity will; draw him i^to j^ 
scrape, in which he will be stripped as bare 
as nature made him. i ^ ,> / 

B\lt, toi chkn^e my subject to a coxcomb of 
another sex : Mrs, — — — has done what 
she has no right to do, and has said what she 
is not authorised to say* It is not in the pow* 
ct, even of so able and so respectable an ad- 
vocate as yourself, to work up any thing that 

o 
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has the semblance of a satisfactory justifica* 
tibni Your arguments, which are so power- 
ful in the cause of truth, are the slightest of 
all tobw6bs in support, or, I should rather 
Say; in palliation of falsehood. This, among 
other things, is much to your honour, and I 
toiigratulate your disqualification to plead a 
ad cause. If you have beeh a volunteer on 
the occasipri, I compliment your gallantry: 
if you hav6 been influenced by the lady's re- 
quest, I admire your ready friendship. You 
have every merit with me ; and, to give you 
the satisfattion you so well deserve^ I cannot 
but authorise you to set the dame at rest, and 
io hush her levery ffear. This is no small sac- 
ttfice; for I have the most ample means of 
vengeance ni my hands : and, if it will ad- 
Vance your interests at her 'court, you- have 
full 'jierniission to declare that iny wrath has 
been averted by your interposition. 
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PoBnuDC^ in poeni esty nee habet xlctorial^udem. 

' " I remain, very truly, &c. &c. 
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LETTER XXFL 



YOU have won both your wagers.— la 
\speaking of the inhabitants of C^inay I dp 
make use of the- word Chineses / and I borrow 
the term from Milton. As to your first be^, 
that I used siw^h an, expression, your earjs, I 
trust, will be gratefi^l for the confidence, you 
had in . them- But your , second wageiv- that, 
if I did use it, I had a good authority, is veiy 
flattering to myself; and. I thank you for the 
opinion you entertain of the accuracy of ipy 
language. My memory will not, at ,this mo- 
ment, direct you to the page ; but you will 
readily find the word in the Index of Newton's 
edition of Milton, 

Of all the poets that have graced ancient 
times, or delighted the flatter ;ages, Milto^ is 
my fsi^vourite ; I think him superipur to every 
other, and ^e writer c^f all others best ^- 
culated to elevate th^; miij^ to, form a noble- 
ness of taste, and to t^aeh a bold, copimand- 
ing, energetick JanguagCf \ jl read liim with 
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delight as soon as I could read him irt aU ; 
and, I remember, in my father's words, I 
gave the first token of premature abilities in 
the perusal of the Paradise Lost. I was quite 
a boy, when, in reading that poem, I was so 
forcibly struck with a passage, that I laid 
down the book with some violence on the ta- 
ble, and took an hasty turn to the other end 
of me rbolii. Upon explaining the c cause of 
thi6 etnotiori to myfa^er, he clasped me4n 
4iiaf arms, stnlotSiered mie with embraces, aiid 
immediately wrote letters t<) all his family and 

friends, to xrifbrm them^ of the wonderful ftn-e- 

m 

^bo(fing I had given of future geniufe,^ Youir 
curicteity- may naturally expect to be gratified 
with the passage in question ;-I quote it, there- 
fore, for your reflection and amusement : 

He'ipake; aod, to confirpi kit word», out flew 

MiUions pf flaming swords^ drawn from the thigli 

Of mighty Cherubim : the sudden blaze ' ' ( '■ ' 

Far round illumia'd ilelU . ./ . 

The two principal orators of the present age 
(and one of them, perhaps, a greater thah has 
been prochiced in any age) are the Eads ©f 
Matisjield and Chatham. Th6 formep is; a 
great fiiah; Ckeranianr but^ I should ihitik, 
infeiTOur^ to Cwrero. The latter is a'greatet 
mnxti DemostheMdn^ \mt supetiour to Vernal* 
thehes. The iirs* formed himself on the mc^ 
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el of the great Iftoman <]fratdr ; he studied, 
translated, rehearsed, ^nd acted kfe ot-ations: 
Ihe second disdained imitation,, ai&d Was him- 
self a rtiodel of eloquence, of which no idea 
can be formed but by those who have ^een 
tod heard him. His words have sometimes 
frozen my young blood into ^tagniition, and 
sometimes^ made it pace in such ^n^ hurrf 
through my veins, that I could scarce: sup* 
port it. He however, embellished his ideas 
by classical amusements, and occasionally 
t^ad the sermons of Barrow^ which he con* 
sidered ks a mine of nervous expressions : 
btit, not content to correct and instrocit his 
it^gination by the works of mortal men, he 
borrowed his noblest images from the Ian* 
gtiagfe of inspiration. Mr. Edmund Burke al- 
so Ogives art happy dignity to parts of his 
speeches (a want of which is, in general, their 
only defect) by the application of scriptural 
expressions. 

Though I have such bright and venerable 
exam^es before my eyes, I pu»ue a ^me- 
what (Afferent, but not an opposite track ; for 
Milfon^ from ihe excellence and form of Ms 
wofks, has every claim to the title of a ckts- 
s<r^: "from the tiature also-of his J)rinGi^l 
fiubjeets, wWch are^rawn from scripture, we 
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rtiay be said, m some degree, to read the sa^r 
red writings when his great poetical Comment- 
ary of them (for so I shall call his Paradise 
Lost and Regained) is the object of our sti> 
.dies. The orations of Cicero j notwithstand- 
ing their character in the world, please, but 
do not inflame me. We are at too great a dis- 
tance from the period, and have not a suffi- 
cient idea of the manner of their delivery, to 
be affected by them. They are very fine com- 
positions ; and it is the evidence of their be- 
ing compositions that is their chief fault: and 
}£ Lord Mansfield were to pronounce the best 
of them, in his best manner, I doubt much of 
their supposed effect. They chill the warmth 
of my feelings; and I have often essayed, 
but in vain, to Work up ip me an elevation of 
mind and spirits from a repetition of the Ro^ 
man orations. I must acknowledge that JLord 
Bolingbroke^ a great and splendid authority, is 
against me, who, in language more animating 
than I could ever find in Tullfs eloqucBce, 
declares that no man who has a soul can read 
his orations, after the revolutions of so many 
ages, after the extinction of the governments 
and of the people for- whom they were - com- 
posed, without feeling at this hoijr, the pas- 
sions, they were designed to luoye, and the 
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"Spirit they were designed to raise. - If thiSbe 
true^ in his Lordship*^ sense of the M^xpresi 
sion, I hav^ no soul : but I suspect the triidi 
i^f^ this assertion, as 1 well kiiow thkt' he 
would, at any time, j&acrifice a just critidism 
to a brilliant passage. His charalcter and gen- 
ius weirfe' both intemperate ^ and^ Vhen his 
tongue or his pen were pleased with their sub- 
jects, he Was borne rapidly on by the stream 
of eloquence, not considering or caring whith- 
eir he went. Wheij his imagination Was once 
kindl6d, it was an equal chance wh^tlier he 
6bscured virtue, or dignified vice. The Source; 
of his delusive , writings was ain ^head-sttong, 
vivid fancy, which practised as great deceits 
upon himself, as he had^ver done upon man- 
kind. 3ut to return to my subject— :> "^ 

IBor the life of me, I cannot i^ead: sermons 
ei^n^ with Lord Cfmthamf and ihy hands are 
toO>uhhalldwed^to urifold the saCr^d VblQfne r 
but I find>in MiltoTji^s .^ocms every thing that 
}^ ; shblim^e in fliovtght ; be autiful in • itn^etyi 
^indiJenei^etick in! language and exipressiofi? 
TcJcattain a reputation for eloqi»ence is in^ 
aiifir and my^ ambitidn ; and, * if I ^sho^ild va«^" 
qiiirecthe art of ^ ddthlng; my tbougfitst it$ 
happy language, adorning them ^with- striking 
iniages,- or enforcing, them by cctomanding 



Urt^fiij 1 shall be indebted' for su<;h advai^ 
Uges to the study of cmr great British clas« 

I know you would not rfecommendr itty 
friendi, the poetsy to taHe a leading p^irt in 
the study of eloquence. You may^ piffebfeWy^ 
a{)prehend tiiiat poetical purstiits w^uM be apt 
to ^ye too poetical a turn to'diacoWse as weU 
;is writing; and to beget a greater atteritipntd 
sound than to sense. Such an idea isoertaiti? 
ly founded in truth; and yoilt objceti^ais. Safe 
perfectly sensible^ when an applicatlori t6' thd 
poets is not conducted with judgment, lawd 
xnoderatjed by prosaick reading and exerciBeisi 
A little circumstance in point, which just oc# 
curs to me, will make you smile: when my 
father completed the first copy of hi* hi&toryi 
the friends, to whom hesenfiit fdt their criti- 
cism and correction, uniyet^aUy agrfeedr in its 
being written in a kind pi if regulkc blank 
Terse, from the beginning to the dndi i He 
was mufch surprised at the mfiDrmatkm* ;ii 
on^xamining his work, he fbunditto bc3tri«^ 
and gave to the whdle the excellent darcss It 
now 'v&^ears. Sir Robert R-r*-— was sb' unfair 
as ta impress some of the ptesages upon his 
memory, and has since been so ill-natured asi 
to repeat them* But, to put a period to thisf 
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long letter, 1 declare myself to be very ^ngry^ 
Vrhen you are but twenty miles from me, that 
you should noi pUtyout horses^t^ your chaise, 
and be here in a shoi^er space of time than is 
necessary to fill up hatf a sheet of pkper,i-«i 
You will do well to come and ainuse yburserf 
i«i:«if , It^viag goiaty uncles and crocking iUnis 
to ^ ihemselvcis* There is more vivacity con^ 
(knttBiJadin ijiy little dt^, than is to be found 
Hkall^4he»fii|de sweiets of your val^. As you 
tee lAKUsbad, I wilL pr^nxe a syren to skig Jtd 
fm\^ and^dufshall accompanjr her in Imy man^ 
]i^4^oU'pl4»eK < Adkiul'^ >« ; 
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LETTER XXFJL 



I CANNOT yet fancy the suspected pre- 
liminaries of alliaaicc between France and J^ 
merica; and I will tell you why ; because I 
liiink it will not be the mutual interest of eL* 
liaer of them: to engage in such a. treaty .«-*tr 
The French finances are not jn aratatfc to j^s^ 
tify the risking a war with £)ngland) which an 
opqn alHance wiith America must immediately 
produce. Monsieur de Maupouz and Mamieur 
de Neckery if I am rightly informed, are of the 
same opinion, and, I believe, from nobler mo- 
tives and better reasons, are in opposition to 
those proposals which the Americans are said 
to have oflfered to induce France to give an a- 
vowed support to their cause. My informa-' 
tion goes somewhat farther, and assures me, 
that the opinions of the two statesmen already 
mentioned are supported by all the graver men 
and older officers in the kingdom. America^ at 
present, makes a very powerful and extraor- 
?dinary resistance, and there seems to be a s|Mr- 
it awakened in her people, wluch will woefully 



pfdiong-ihe period of her redaction. The co» 
test is, ^f present, between a^ dhiiki, forced into 
resistance by 'whftt it calls tyraifiny, and a pa- 
Teiit, enraged at fUiiil ingratitude^ who is resolv- 
ed to reclaim His offspring by force andcha&- 
tisement. In such a» litate, though a mad spirit 
of Yebeilkm teaiy in^igate revolted <:hildren tp 
act a^inst tiie parent, and the brethren of the 
hause of their parent, the latter will go verj 
reluctantly ta the, business of blood^shed ; and 
many a brave man will c^isider the duty of 
the^ soldier and the eitizen aSi incompaidible, and 
tet the former s}iik into die latter^ But the mc^ 
iment ' that America flies for protection to die 
arm» of Mrancei the case w£ll be changed : ev*» 
ef^' de of coniBanguinhy will be then broken; 
h wUI be impossible to distingmah hedre^ 
diem and thdr a^Ues ; tl^y will be all/the ob* 
ject of one cominon- resentment; and theijik 
merkans^must expect,! as they will surely find^ 
an equal eitertiori against them as wiQr be em^ 
ployed against tileir insidious supporters. ; 
/But this is not the oniy reason wlq^ I tbmk 
Americajviill maintain die [ contest>better witb- 
(Mit-the^open support of France; I have ait 
i(Mlier, in c die. natoral aversion thSey bear .to 
jeadi others : Ifoitwo • civilized rsatf ionsy in nhb 
same, qiuairtcr of the. globe, caot .bear. a. more 
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^aBkfcnX aiad d«4hinf chamcl^r thj«i frtf^€ 
#nd the reiiMilted ftolowes. Fire a^d wa,tqr 
V0ul4 fWi ^oo» blei^ tljep: Qppos^e eieiueijits;, 
^ the; S0le»w», gloomy, \inpolifihp^ Jji^erkan^ 
with the gay, ^pjrightiyy mm^^ P^^mtm^m: 
Besides, hsm v^ it W pos^lq for. th^ siujt- 
file, s.uUfia leaven of C3fl?M?«i«lw to ^ )qie9^«^ 
ia tile §aiae lump. with the motley gewvis.^4 
jjompUoated eeremefiy of ?<^e^ .?; ^Wle,^ 
iiope for in4et«endQOfi9 fe?gl» ^JiY'ai <H? ?pi9t 

fif conteatton, isu^fe cqn^?ratio$iJ5» if Wgg^- 
jedat aU, ^iJ^ fbi ^ ^iii?> giY§ WJ^ tft thi^ 
•ambitipn; bu^ shgukL ibp: ab^Qt .«f It l?j9 9^ 
tained, they wamlci arisp^ W tj» first JtjritpWjiJ 
ofrepQse, iaatt tbe b«t?jme^ of d^^ 
briag c^a scene of ]ntpniaV^l|:Q)Q&^^ big vi^b 
^raatei? horxaoi^s thaa they aoisr exp^detipo^rrr 
What will th^se deiqddd^ people thhi^ apd how 
%lli they :a4:t» tdip^afier iI]ayaaI&8tmg^J9^^ a 3fi]f! 

eatant Binhap, aftbr haviiijB; held foctlit ths: %«$ 
of pariian^^mty i^hiph ganrp ^iinq cfm^uere^ i^ 
:haibkan^ of Caatiada a^telaeration pf ihehr ralig-; 
•ibiiy .as one; q£: litmo justi^atkm$.loi iv^faeiHiaQT^ 
•iiirqpeat iagain^ -v^aiiv wiU be the qpncluctof 

tthesetpeoplii) liiikecL they sieei the cros9 M^i^ 
ifil rtbcir st^eeta, andi hear tihe<lienedii^ltt^ 
|f])adiemas:<)f B^iQ^ ptonounded inithd^ cities^ 
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i Vor myQ^mifatti I e9OQ0t concede sucii 

niy poor opintoH) If it weto^tt^ be.gereii them 
tQ-matrow, it wookl^ in the end, f roYls a WOi^ 
^tewtthfen the iS^ftwif-ilia imk, iPlb all m 
?ggrwate4 botirours. Th« ig^mk-^m oipA»i^ 
pA to pvoa9.^ AttcmtUki 9n4>'T**r' alo^g wit)^ 

them. I am gUd JHW mi0 him f Itfaou^tiagr 
prdphei^ » .th»t particular w<hi14 belu^ffok* 

hoth posfiQis the same dbusposi^O 19 ^ve. a 
feasant turn to^evety t)^UQg< Th^y pMt theif 
eon tf) board chezttn JBwrgmitk XHjfmt a>)4 
})ave i^erer «aioe noidiled thvnueiMes Tgit9Q$ 
fhtt boy, or i^hej pjRnaioa jtfi|ii&lat»d fpr.bia siipr 
p(Mift. Ludc^ &r tb& i^4, the isaa tia vihoM 
pare be was entrusted has tahcia. » fancy. to 
him, and declares, if he: siamiid bft deserted 
by hia pa^mis, doat he :vt3i xld. his beat to f>f9- 
vide for iat^ ;: ftnd o«ur 0ifind%tbi|)kit the bes( 

I have been to see tbf jf^fi^ hv% wbere^ 
iuaaoag - many ptbfir miserabibs, I; saw poor 
Zk^MDuntwexriheihdbitof a^a^c, . .ijk1s90iiit 
^ deposed la ape^ tamef bnt-j^ had^prerif 
(Misly 'desired the superihtpndeaiit ^ |:«^[iteat 
hk^ .8iigu:&.it was not ia^ny povMtrito.do-i^ 
pomee^. to ig^!tg-ali;;affraTnnffi a£lik faavvi^ 



knoWivme. This modb of punishment dfifers 
a veryshockmg' spectacle, and,' I think, must 
undergo s^md sdleviatioti, ^if it be not endrely 
abolished. If it were to; come ^gain before 
parliament, I should give the subjett a vtrf 
serious corisideratibn, and the measure a very- 
serious opposhidii. Is it not extraordinary^ 
that the first publlck exhibition of slavery in 
this kingdomr— for so it is, however the situ* 
ation may be' qualified by law^-^should be 
suggested by a Scotchman, and that the first 
regulator .of this miserable business should 
be from the same countiy ? I do not imean to 
throw out any unpleasant ideas concerning 
any one,- whose lot it was to be bom on the 
other side of the Tfveedj hut merely to state 
a fact for your observation. I have known 
many of my northern fellow-subjects, and es- 
teemed th^m, David. Hume possesses my jsin- 
cere adrahration ; but though the; object of his 
writings was to remove prejudices, he himself 
possessed the strongest in favour of his coUn- 
tty^i and Was, as is the great weakness of 
Scotchmen, . so jealous of its honour, that I 
gave him^ great pffence at Lord Hertford's M 
^^^i ty -asking him at what timcof the 
year ^ the ^ harvest was x housed in Scatlan^.-^ 
My questioti arose frcm an inxK^cent desire: of 
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being satisfied in that particular : but he con* 
ceived it to convey a suspcion, that there wag . 
90 harvest, dtl «at1]^t not batns^ .in his coun-* 
try ; and his answer was slight and churlish. 
Fa^e you well ! If yw hear any thing on the 
^ntinent that at all concerns the present state- 
of publick affairs, I beg you will not fail to 
favour me with tiiie most early communication. 
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. I pANNOT knd^ k as a flatter withitt 
my own knowledge ; but I have some reason 
to believ^9 that the late ilarl of Baihj at the 
close of life, manifested a kiiid of preference 
of the French to the Mriglish gofVemmentr— 
Upon what principles such 2ln opinion was 
grounded, I cannot pretend to say : it is im- 
possible he could forni it in the abstract ; it 
must arise j therefore j from pride of heart, de- 
grading sentimertts of mankind, a natural love 
of power, ot from some of those selfish mo- 
tives which grow more strong and prevalent 
as men approach the end of their days. In 
short, the French government might be more 
suitable to his character and disposition ; and^ 
though this conjecture is not in his favour, I 
believe it to have a foundation in truth. It is 
a common case among mankind, where reasoa 
and judgment are perverted by the strength of 
habitual inclination. I will give you an exam- 
plcf that shall please you. 
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' No bne^> cbmmmi understandings and who 
has the >least idea of human affairs or know- 
iedge o£/'hunajb nature, after a comparative 
} examination of this Gospel and the Alcoran^ 
hiit[ will give, to the former a most instant^ 
, decided^ and unLversal preference.: He will ad- 
^i^e the rsUiohal and amiable doctrines of the 
-onej and a^, readily. acknowledge the absurdi- 
ties of the other. Nevertheless, there are men 
of .sense-i-rl know some of them, and so do 
youi jny friend-r^who! would f so far yidld to 
-dfie warm i desire: of habitkifeLl gratification, as 
:ta givd iJieir imm^ediate consent to exchange 
(ChristJ^nity- for; ihe religion of Mdhbmet.-^ 
djdbd ^flctf^ must have been indebted for the 
-ofmfions given to him, to /th6 triumph of «i 
irradonal seiWove over a rational love of maai** 
lidndtr! (perhaps to the . imbecility of his:$ocisd 
,aflfeitiods> may be added the . Strange cla^rices 
of ' difeappbinted dbtage. . , ' : - ■; r ) 

rt I have either rekd or htfard aha^fe'ertion, 
i that it is impossible to feid upon earth a soci- 
jet^ of men, who ^vem themselves oipon prin)- 
jcipfes 'ofrhumaratyc; and I ^m forded to ac»- 
.teiowledge^ :tteit the tipinion willr find a very 
powerful support in? the customs of almost ev- 
etlfr 0(StfetryTih the/ World. Whoc^rfet wtH con- 
sider > with i^tention.^he .histories of j maiikh^ 



<ztd fexsEnjIpe) iividi jdia- linpaitiai: ehpe, liie €oti- 
-«h»ct of) difierent 3iationk^> will) be soobbl ecm* 
^hdt4i^<thav>€iu>tpt''ili€istti dimes vviibiclf an 
fSbsdlu^lf lidtd^s^rf id iHn presertratifxi; of 

ffhe huinton»p6cre«; ii€l c$aiAioi^ umig my prixi- 
'Gtpiib of ^HibFatsy nor hqagkie any ikiie qE lUriuio, 
oi^hich) ia some paart or ddacf of die worlds is 
-iintidtrecdly o^mftraddcted^^ gfinferal p^a<)- 

ike: of entiris rSoeieticfii/ The most -pdlisjied 
aiatiimi)havp;stippbsedf ^t.thej^ Ead^un eqiisi 
wi^bkiq e2qk)se thbit) chBdre% ias lb l>rjtng fhc^ 
intQ diewdrldji Tfaiere^are coiintrics ncvwr ear- 
i^l^D^ where the ohild feels it as aoi big|t afit 
^filial duty to desert or mwde^ tl^ir paf ent3) ^ 
when they ian ^no loh^ fcantrifcu\ii.^ f tfeei* 
4MVII ^ support.^ Oatcila^&ci : rftf : ,7a J^iya wlaifdj 
ihas certain people of j9bn^ : mskt cdncubinei^ 
bf dieir femate piisotiers of waatj^ • ubuqish m& 
*ar^§l?li)r^^^^erdi2dren: they have byftJ^an, 
on whom they afterw-ar^s fbast ::;Bja^ jfti^^^^ 
<iim* ati^ \(keix:th6 wretched ifubihe*' can} lio 
-longer fiirnish jdiie ifelfacaeicis of ; .i^if ^oxrU 
banquets: frowi her womb, i^c shg^es the i^ 
<rf^ her blEBpmng,:ahd :h€cpijneS;:the xsCtht 

l^arb^iaxisV -^kihose thiqms:^^had.i>eeu gioistened 
4lrilh*thc;bktt>d'Qfriier'cJril^ ! 

' "It wmid be a /itoatiier^ of' vBry; little difficnity 
lo filh a volume with the n^t^itxus; inhUmanifies 
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times, would greatly increase the fia^i l!^fi$a^^ 
of hutcAn^iaikwitity i nor is the quarter of the 
world which we inhabit exempted from fur- 
nishing its quota to the miserable account. — 
The various customs, religions, and govern- 
ments which divide more enlightened Etircpe^, 
xmght furnish a multitude of actions less bar- 
barous, indeed, in their appearance, but as 
reprehensible in reality, and as dangerous in 
their consequences, as those already recited. 
England^ however, has this advantage over 
the rest of her neighbour kingdoms, that the 
examples of inhumanity which she has pro- 
duced have arisen from an audacious abuse 
of her laws ; while those of other nations 
seem to arise from the nature of their consti- 
tutions. A code of such wise, rational, and 
humane legislation never was known in the 
world, as that which prescribes the rule of 
conduct, as well to the govemours as to the 
^vemed, in our kingdom. The princijdes 
o£ it are founded in the perfection of human 
reason, and, in ^ certain degree, on that hap. 
py union of justice and mercy which divines ' 
have given to the decrees of Omnipotence, — 
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Butmypapfcr admQnisfaes kbe to^qiiit t]us ih^ 
tcresting' subject, or it wilfc> not lel^ me a 
i^pace ^uffideht to assuire yott - with: iwfiM teal 
regardlam- '^\r.y!! 
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^e&t6d me f kndf if /itfkad anriFdii thi^ihqpaL 
todn^fy i ]w^tdrisa.Te set pffribr Land^^^ 
&^6(•disiipaf^d^'tfae^£p»^r^ ithoiightsiit ocea^j 
^(itttS/ I oXif*:Ihardl^ giye credit atajjronrjao^ 

i^^ei }' i*4nky^^£>fraQe^xi£piaidsf 3a 
'Which, 1st Sbr^mmdr^BWyk^ c^'vtom^ 
^ith mof e reluAantly than evftn life ftself.— ^ 
6y this time, I*trust, 4ie has leachecf the E- 
lysian Fields, and, witli the blest inhabitants' 
of tfi^delightldiabddfei P • ir ^ .; oj 

'..*,-..*,T " ^ 

" " ^ Ob fl6w4t rei«>l'di ^ Wft^ fireth f^lftnds erown'^/ 



» 1 



r I . f. 



;9«?«! .^ff»?!^!*y •«»ti^y^H^ ; : ':•';. I . o ? '"^ ^; 



ii»^-' J ^ , i 



-: Mo^ever thati-mjiy be, the eient ^;her' 
death i»-^iyi$ehsiblyfch. by liie.^ fI;^hUl:iai&St: 
lier' ^ery rttii^cfa ; hot/ixudeed a8r4Bii;acquaini^> 
amce-^for shQJJwouhllrsccbbitoinelcpnly 
publick asseiibU^^f^^btLt asiaitibbjeotxaf (resr*^ 
pecker wid truly soiiiyamXi that ^be isfigone^ 
far: the sakeof hetr ^ez^.as she ha&iiptief|ohiD 



behind who can supply her place in my good 
opinion. I had a sort of occasional respect for 
every woman OH |(ec a^VMR^ SrtUch I fear will 
be buried in her grave. She had nothing of 
female inconsistency^^out her, and every 
thing of female delicacy. She conversed with 
ditf dnd^nttoidii^g ^fj^ mfch^ibutiidthitj^jgrac 

knguage^ . Mfe lismifar^ :; :\^ 

6ai9C9iiBD JhQ jinfigQ '. 0fof«9li>Lll»>. pfs^^;^ 

yon .aj^(aftt;iJs]B ygi^ ^U^mOiy wpiSkziKmhSi 
iiieB^[ gb» airtbis 4i0(^^ .V? ,:!::.;?; 

• . ^* • ^ - ♦ ' ♦ • . • - , t . • 

To maintain the qu^li|*fi^ip^|5fl<^^ 

demess, ^fifefi^oPr f^xiAt^m^Y^M 
ral offices of life ; to disdaitt amMtfoA 

hmif^ rniodro'waiitopnlbsfii aBd'to-^fV^di^^ 
tMion, fiiU}!, chiididirioisi iiadkri^^-^ 

G<msumii»tB(m;Q£ it £daale di^i^^ imiiwdtl 
iidl^f Bcc96mplkbed . ib^ tlkii Imvel^ 

ifit isto mone^ ' JShcr. little jlHeu^if Ii hdiev^ adtau| 
it wcmU bccaireln^ajrm^iKiuQf inline tbrjienibair 
eidogiufat f aadi ydu snaSi^ JbisilpiKte^ jB^n^ 



«^I1 f^a; the i^ifai) I jtrAine<i>mi^iiimi tfi ^pro^ 
duce the foregoing period My brain had a 
«ev«t«'k^dd« aiki w^.isoffeted^iro smaU pains 
i^-^e4it^M^tp/ & TiMi^r reOMitMnd 

%h« pkm$ Imti^Ki^ «^ your iutte ; • iand^ idm^ 
iheimidwiCc) ahdiflio miibrhpv^iSiiM boi^Aest'dbe 
btisiiittss'oSstgiifvionr.^isidificadoa ,i 
/ iirpmian.endr?toJlbe fi^usure efinyaoitudnti- 
hnca- whfei ^^^^ t^ at iHe Duke ijf: Boitmft 
ftm%qja:btwiQ at ^MxiwMdj ^some y^arsr ago, by 
lBi4ia«f thought^a littjie simpU Icws^niakit^,^ but 
whidb i^Q bought iuptidends f and ^sbe lias 
fieirefT iu(ffisred me ta approach iher siacb that 
i^jniev bm upoa the inost di€|tas^ Yott 

ma}^imavr, perifta^^y that I have got a tesrrihk 
cUaractor&rlthis sdl£»aame yi<(e o£ efl^omtery^ 
and, I am ^frdd, riot without i^nie little reai^ 
$6n. li ii, la^otK fKb wholes an i^Qpiniden^ 

inod%^ 'dT fird^e^clil^T aiftd^ ^(^^ ^eiided 
^th ftoye >4tid6fesS' tfeaft ttiode§t ^ pfc^dpte ii>ay 
imaginfe, as yo*i ^^1 lofKJW, fiisvttp hai? a^pyotf. 
petoTis toAclusion, One failure tacks a mis- 
erable epithet to one's name for ever. In mil- 
itary operations, the attack by storm sometimes 
effects great matters ; but, on such a design, 
a repulse is sometimes fatal, and always at- 
tended with much loss and blood-shed* This 



has beeh the fatfc ; with Hae lA) fields lesS; iglo*- 
4riousy bm-farinxoto: ddigfttfiil, thati; t^se 'of 



. Thfe r. aniyjal of i&icwfe-paperfe > has caused r a 
^hortinteiTuplioii tp jny/wfiting j and tbciy : ac^ 
qua&t ji^fc ifrith:!! c^cum^tanoe ^hich you have 
omine<^ that rsKis died iht oHil&bed. . It'wa» a 
custom, as^i<>havdifaead,'i axhong.sdine ofi^b^ 
ancient: natioiis, tofbufy '^ibeoiitfaiDti alirfirwith 
the incKtli^r wh4>ke dhalh it4ia4 oceasibned; I 
shud4er at J^e)idea jVBcydrlMlessf ia t^^^ 
ti0tdayri43taiicfii[I'am;dfe^oied:fo-yei<c ftU itiy 
znalioe^ !t6) rthe brat which.- has deprived: .die 
world) of so bright an : ornament. Adieu ir-^ 
Shall 1; pay a: cora^plintent rta lyour penedratssx^ 
in-supposing that you Twfill{ffiroeii^elK^ 
Jy mypMfin has proceeded ItQ the;bQttom:of .the 
pagei; But :daisj is Ktcrallyliiieiifact; i The 
French; prorerblsay.s, XHln ne parleA jamais de 
botme fm^ ^ym4:on pf^rl^^^ , j 

appreiK^ed : you would; be jwl)|pky}.^pqftg]b 
to vrev?erse ;tbe aeptiipent, I ajrjd apply ;it to 

r . r ' 
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LETTER XXK^ 



I 



» .4 ^^^^^^ T 
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c. r -Wilijall; o£ it^^ gf^^m r«*44enly tired of oi» 
WiHuhkei rmMci|6«m:i a^i: Wit^ut a di^seni 
ti«t yoi«, : vc«tol a party, to JBruftUy wjbere I 

c;crahlfijridne, that,, w^;tbe heal <^ji^ewai^4[ 
^riatorrilKibafgam) I wji^. su^d^yi taken iHp 
ijbthfi j^byihou^^ii ;aJlf»99t ,^(6 i^t|i^ sfad: mm 
obUgedi ta huCTy!,iaio $1» airr;foi5l)fespit»tiott< 
Bplk9*&ii(ke^ I;did)n€ftilike:tfa£rfatisi]:te^ OokX 

textiad^^is^dngs^ gsvit- me a bdnerilotioa of dyw 
mgj*TiaiiiiIsbidl .^^ made me think sft 

seriously of this mortal; life, iH^tj ortr myre-^ 
torn homfif. I shftUitafcerth«< opp<irtut|ity qf the 
fintigbbniy day fo wi|j?0 my . vfilli appoint ex-^ 
ccutorsi and Jh^tfCnpi^ my, lawyer mta ; lowr 
spirite^jQn/the] dofitrine of d&ath and ji:^(%riient»^ 
1 exhibitor my^eUS-^for nonje of tl^e party: 
would accompany nie—av a pvil)H<di (b^f^iakfast^ 
at the jfifof ^^^, arid sat down at a long tabl^, 
wiA a. number of . animated cadav^rSv :\s^j4p«^ 
voured their meal as if they hadnat aalS^uiTi 
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to live ; and, indeed, many of them seemed to 
be in that doleful predicament. But this was 

* 

not all. I saw^tKree or four gr<kips of hectick 
spectres engage in cotillions : it brought in-^ 
stantly to my mind Holbein's Dance of Death ; 
and methought I saw the raw-boned scarcer 
croiv ]^ii)in^ aiid taWuidn^^tf 4ii« victims*---So 
I^prociedeSd t^^^theclfoumidwi^J^^ 
^s^, blootftljig '^h^l^^ disftdseii^f c wefy 'col- 
oar arid ccirtiplei^ieifi ^'Srdfed 'th!^ sprii^. hs 
I afiproftdfted to tast^ the^itf, . I was famiedby 
ifee^^fceftid ,%reath^ of- gasping cons^ftiptiDn^^ 
s*ii«iiM^>WJ<h ekjiirih^ co\%hs, and Rotated 
>fl^ the>«Slavia' of iikeraisid {hangs. • Su)ch a 
fivin^ CMgoiha'Jii^tT eiiterednhtd my concfe|ti. 
tbha';* anttX-xqaldDiiot )^utlcx^J2kp5n the ist^ 
pendo^us focks^ thart ^riscf i»7nide mk^ta&t^iiSict, 

around thieplate;r as the wide-i^eafling yscfm 
of afx uniwreSl^feepulcHr^ > ^ ^ •• ': > viy^ 

' tLord . tFdlp&tf told me he'- wasT there inria^ 
tehda^tiael^ttpoK jt^d^tighteifi ^ I v?^'s glad to ttirtt 
my batifc upQh the jscette ; ^^)Ut I had not yet 
come t& the cottdlusion of it ; fiaftf bs t wa:s wak- 
iMg fOi^ my fchigiise, two difSetent' persons put 
cards ilrto my hand^ which ijifpritned me* where 
ftikerajfe^wete' to be 'furnished with the great- 
est expedifibn, and that hearses and mourning 
i»achai&: Wereuto let to any ^iiatt of Enjgland* 
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I immediately leaped into my carriage, and or- 
dered the postilion to drive with all possible 
haste from a .place, . \vllera i ftaJB in danger of 
being buried alive. 
After all, this temoxcy of life is but a bad 
. one, with its waste and ingress of torturing 
1^^ ,^^se4ses ; -whiph, not content; with^ destroying 
: jrta«J?\)ildii^ pi^liWQQsly t0r|nr6itt*.pp$pessof 
L< .wi)h8u$|i pa^n^a^ penalties, a^ to make him 
, 4^€p|in^^s pursp the, poss«§sj^^^^ ^ , 

Laboar and |>enury— the nicks of jmib : 
■ '^I>is«Mev^and's^rnm'»mojurBf<il tram, ^'j ^-^ 

. ' , Ai^,Oeatb«.|ad |efiui&fr6|n.tU^siormaotF»ie* 

.T.oK I,cpi»|iipie.tl»ifeifem4 e^ letter -^lyfar^^J, 
»y<<^iwill^ll: i^e that I shall.r^pex^, found bp^- 
^pjttigi^,; and die. a JV^^jhodist; ;; ^^ii^t ftoches^ 

dfmf»i fiwerftl-^firniiQn a»d mae i wiU be ibmv4 
'^»i?bmitb^;S^6 T<?toJ?f»€» to the e^fipatiou anjl 
. cpnifprt of all s^ners of ^veiy ei^ormity. A- 
,4^u, theiiefpre, .ap^^^^ye me, very truly, 

.l.,j.' . :. !: . • : . . :.;.. jYour's, &C. 
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LETTER XXXI. 



' I NEITHER hunt nor ^hoot ; the fotm:. 
er is a diversion which requires dertain sacri- 
-ficcs that I carinot giant, and shall Jiot eniiAe- 
rate ; the latter siiitsF me better, biitis^as^Mttlfe 
pursued as the other. The business and form, 
not to say tyranny, of preserving, ga^e, which 
is necessary to estiibllsh a tertaihty of sport, 
fis^iaotto.my way of thinJdng. The laws eon- 
"Cerning^^ game form a veiy tihcdnstitutional*mQ- 
liopoly : but that is not all ; ^fe^eaee su^'sq- 
- ciety of provincial Vicitiiti^s are * more or^^ less 
-disturbed, by jealousies and dii^tttes ' atrisiiig 
' fronr the game, in every part of the Mhgdbtri. 
My country employments are better than you 
* imagine. I am reading, with great care and 
observation, the works of the Chancellor 
D'Agueseau of France. Many years ago, my 
father gave a volume of them to nie, desiring 
me to study it with attention, and consider the 
contents as his own paternal counsels. At that 
time I did neither the one nor the other ; how- 
ever, I am now making ample amends for for- 



Hi 

xncr neglect. The magistrate, the statesman, 
the lawyer, the man of the world, the orator, 
and the phil^stoj^feet vWl^k^^light and in- 
struction in these volumes. I can say no more ; 
and what I have no\Psaid will add them to 
your library, if it does not already possess 
them. 

You nxiks^^krtow Aat I axBr'3iiigTy> wflh y§u 
£nr:wbhingitOPme ?> oiif loliidr,! fonriot coicnin^^ 
inJstcid of wtinn^i ^DelayiTot tb vHit a plaioe 
you;^itmdriadmi)-e, aiid't<> see k fi^nd^Who 
iove8naj»d:> values ^ you. We ^11 ^tiidy tbgeth- 
€r m ifhe 'in6iRii»g,nAt^ mitt ^e^M visesitn' the 
nv^enmgf^ iM M^u^^ii^hyi ^ visitJ' Pi^^s ;urnf 'fey 
ii»ron4igKt,v^tidr I^'i^tipt kvtgh 

«c5»(m. oiipropoise'iiii^ijiato Htre irftrrtnight 
*ffl^dr;^but^ ifryou^^wfll 45phie'to^me,^th:e tim^ 

ffeiSattr*. - i aiii, >*i«hlr«al i^gkrd) 

■.■j.-li -V.* xJJ.;-., w : . ' ,.> J «• . ,■ .. ». /.i y I.. 
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( : . i) '>rt ^h':"'v; ": r ic^ rrnt "Jr /••^, /;i;f '{ft 
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MY LdRD, 

♦ IN ^ obedience: la: ymir;iLordfi4iip's .cdxn- 
mands,^ I hav^lrftinorplace imsearched/zantl 
have ordiered: evcrjr possible inquiryhto. be 
mifcde after ,ihe manuscrjipt which my cfether 

. «ted to ybui ji ihort tfme before his/ deat^ >but 
in; t vaiiib J4[s • he : had dfitertmiied updm jai t3& 
ptlbticatidn cC bis MfecdUaneouS Wo;rksy iwilii 
li^e addttionof some rpleccsl which had never 
beein printed,^ iniagine tetwas caufious al^Bt 
prescT'^tog any - pape#& oir compositiops thaft 
^ere rnot in hfe ^^inlow r slUfiiieiently prefitrtd 
for the pres$9;lest:lJljkeipeH1tiaUty pf his ^uipjriVr 
ing friends might give ^em to the world, 
I am apprehensive, my Lord, that the man- 

"- uscript in question shared the^ fate of many 
others which he had not an inclination to fin- 
ish, and did not choose to leave in an unfin- 
ished state. However, in my search, I found 
three or four large sheets of paper in a folio 
volume, which appear to contain extracts from 
the memoirs of the great men of the last and 



present centurf«sr,saiid weie fWwJSibly some of 
tk^ fVtM tiEis»«eHftk^^hM^foi^ 

ed^^kml^fa&di^ ^'^on^ih^t abooimty.>.giyfi^ix^ 
k^^fttuc^^f^^WH^r^. ^{I^de^pa^jef(s:conl»^ 

j*sJ^<^6wV^f\^h«^vgefeifts't0'fceii^ JDui^^ 

it% iik|)^^M6 ti$^fortfr\ok GiF ih^M bijr s^tisA 

my letter, however, may not be entirely with- 
out amusement, IisharUivudcDa couple of quo- 

mtionB;v whlidli^ I l^im founds ^anigil^ltM 
{torn 'the • t:lam:aci»lr&^^veiry ^fi^ 
es on tl^ theati^4C3^ JS|inc|ba^ (i^dl .ihoia ij^Q^ 
tafion^y as^^iilcy are^\wriiiknim |itali^it|hp^gb 
I c^iindH) 3iiM]^vthbaiilhoh^&^ 1;b6y^ 

are taken, and are am^j^adiabe^ofoilo^^d Jby; 
the character of Petnpnius^ from the annals of 
Tacitus. The first of them relates to Cardinal 
Mazaririj and the second to Oliver Cromwell. 
I shall make no apology to your Lordship for 
their language, as I have been informed that 
you understand it equally well with yourt)wn. 
I am, my Lord, 

With great respect 
And obligation, 8cc. 
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eonmUttdJaJotstu^ chtJfii^if<^Ja:d%nit9:la 

ffowu^y gratia jc decmtiUgut^mmtf M :pfiryKl^ 
€^\taden>d. JPkt :i^)Jim: ( captve, tit*, aiimlfltbiithi 
t^imii e dmimulari^ gli qff§t^y. , J^/ortimn 
loiostenwadogm pOMQf e ^e^^ur ,<iimifi!iffi^ 
kspesetd Htiuir U oi pmdfdttn nmf¥:cJ^ pert 
atuntarloi, e per trarnelg f9^ ntflgg^f trioi^ i 
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:^ MUClM^grQndc:ne.A 7»tU^ i mJie virtue ichc 

lant»j kt4^esso"^ ma da: mttMnatmldHopfa: agU^ 
t^Oj c^ena pate satiarsi cdisathgu^^dd^iR^^; a 
i^' oppnsswmjddjtegnx^ : 
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ABETTER XXXin, 
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* M AVE yon ever by chance looked into a 
?>ook on the iscience of cookery? if so, ha^ 



you not observed, that the culinary c^sciple 
is instructed, when certain quantities of gra- 
vy, or essence; or' conserves, are prepared, 
to put them by for use? Now, if we could 
[manage our ideas in the same manner; if we 
could lock up our afcquired thoughts and 
knowledlge in a kind of intellectual storc-rbom, 
frbni whente they might be draWn forth for 
application;' wfe -should no 'longer be the 
slaves of a capricious recollection, whidh at 
. this hour offers its treasures with intuittre 
Teadiness, yields them on the morrow with 
sullen reluctance, and on the succeeding day 
may refuse them to our most arduous re- 
searches. The active events of life, howev- 
er^ seldom die on the remembrance; and you 
must certainly be mistaken in associating witK 
me the circumstance you mention in your let- 
ter, which is at this instant before me. It is 
morally impossible thait I should have fbrgot- 






* 

ten it. My memory, perhaps, is the only fac- 
ulty I possess, which has not at one time or 
other deceivfi4- vj^: lis^, sq fiOPQfis its texture, 
that the oblivious hours of courtship do not 
affect its wonted capacities — -though, to say 
the truth, mine is a very drowsy progress. — 

A^^ttity yri%\^m .^?^«? ^^^^e;ne^, ^thou^ 
<bicprity, ^n4 4#^pi9^ V^^^tjiesif^, a|pfw;il 
jthe mi^^sijljle, the hc^^ff s^, hpt ^e» f^tJ^C^l 
piptu}-/^ oji:j^^ sX\^^hh iouriifsy to tiie tempjp 
of Hyjtj^n. However, Jo. give soip^tl^^^ C)f 
^cJiQt^r,jLQ ^e Jntervetj^ip^ lj(j^r,§ l^etw^e^ji pc^- 
5ept and ff;»itipn, ¥§ I^rjJsl^l^f^^Qls. Wpi^ 
4^]r.s, ^nd ?igh* and fUtt^r;? fpr, hk. heedles^ 

5^gs tlifP powcf of tl^pse- <^*waas,_ wWclf^ by 
^n Anfi-Cir,9P»n f^scinat|fto, ^p d^^ed^by 
ll|s.:4ncyv to ref^ nfiy y^gi^nt ibq^tep^ tp 

\ 

the p^s of virtup. But, alaia! I Jknpw net 
the-.resolmiqn.pf. t]i(^ Cr^ek; I i^annpt re^i^ 

ha tq j^^^rual ii[^U3ick, it will prove, in it^ in?, 
flupnce^ ^pop ^^ fjar infe^iqur to- their's, 

jput all. ii^ npt tfl^?T ^^^ ^B^!?\^??> ^Mi 
]yhat love CQuld npt prpduce^ vani^ h^s in- 

?pi^^i. T^^< 9f: thp h^y^th^^^ t]:ie:hs\??e of 
n»y Dulc^pea m^e her a visit lasjt weck^ with 
a, design of turning her fron;i the expectation 



<]f % dbMn^-'jMdlPiRHir^ej ' il^fa^d" itoi ib^ ysm 
that they are honest, simple' boa^didk^iot iimsfi 

^^^&M6fmm «6rb9§ tHf'fd'a&fii^doMl^Kg; 

^yM^^5h4rgaM!i'«itt<hS}yim^^^#(#i 

the Cara sposa of }(iott7&2bRd4-lA^titA!oaiai}roa9 
fertile fancy deduce from the union of Hagley's 
genius and the widowed protectress of the more 
than widowed Leasowes ? If offspring there 
should be, what a strange demi-Theocrite will 
owe its being to such an Hymen. Alas ! my 
friend, this is but a dream for your amuse- 
ment; t^^e reality will offer to your compas- 
sionate experience the marriage of infatuation 
and necessity, whose legitimate and certain is- 
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sue will be a separate mainDenjuotcev and per* 
haps a tided dowry. i 

I have mat^y and tarious cpnimjajiipatiions tc^, 
make to yc«i,« but they mUjSt; be reserved for 
personal inter^urse* In tbe,ineaA tpie, when^ 
you shall see, me announced asi b^ing ^dd^d to^ 
the : Benedicks of the year, say$ jxxcy Z^besf^^^h, 
you, save me your congratula^ipns^ Npthj«ig> 
is : so absurd as the tide of felicitati9)^$r^bic|i, 

flo]yv in upon a pppr newlj^vmarrie^ ^W^wttj beK 
fore he himself can determiin^e, ,^|)d xi^ujcjlijlef^^ 
die complimenting world, upon tj^i?, j)rflp]r5yetjr: 
oC them* . Marriage is the grandi ljD(Jt«iery <^ 
life ; and it is as great a folly to e^^ltiipp^^ 
entering into it^ as on the purchase',<)f aticfcet 
in thte state-awheel of fortune. Itis when tl^ 
ticket is drawn a. pri^e that we can atjiffwer t^. 
congratulation.— ^—^Adieu i ,/ , d; 
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IFil am aot very mtfch . mistaken^ your 
l&vary-'table iai i sdways fumisli^d with an . in-' 
ietlezy^d J^^ercy on: wfao^e Mank p^ges you 
ainuae yourself with extending Ae idteas. o£ 
that celebrated / vrriter, oir directing than Xiol 
w^erh awlicft^e®s.; I «im, thw efcffp, to o^ 
iermy name asicate ad^tion to ycwt eoUee^Qn^^. 
isind to de we that ilk y Qttt schoikf ^nii»t ^c^l- 
lent work^ I m^; furnish a /raf /: to hi3i a^o^a^ 

ble character of the, alb^entiTO**. .. — 

On the day of my marriage, a day — \ — r 

• 

but no more of that 1 — rAfeer tibte nuptial bene-i 
diction was over, amd we wem.retunMng to 
our equipage^' 4|istead of being tihe ; gallanti 
Benedick, aiid conducting the new-made Mrs,, 

Lr— : to her coach, [I slouched pn before, 

artd was actually getting into the carriage, as 
if I had been quite, aloiiie ; but, recolleGting 
myself as my fppt:WM upon the step) I turn- 
ed, round to mafce my apology, which com- 
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pjeted the business, for I addressed the bride 
in her widowed name, with " My dear Mrs. 

"P , I b«i;.iaW.'JhSSiaWl:i)4^^^ and 

so on. This fit of absence was as strange as 
it proved ridiculous— -Mb omen, perhaps, of all 
the ungracious business which is to follow. — 
You may first laugh at thia little fopUsK l;u$tg- 
ry, and then, if you please, apply it to a more 
serious pdr{^0se. But fids species: o£aI»ience 
kr an hereditfaty virtue.^ Ar viitue! sAy vfoiki 
Yey, Sirja 'Taarfcike f fiir/itvisajBrari: of gesniis; 
itod^my iRi^t ^Honourabli ikt&er posse Mes is 
iM a^ mdit jBMH^riiig degi^Mi- ;1 vKUipr^em fxxbt 

em Thi^o^hr^si^ M9 iiOtdlfi&p^w;;^ abbsf 
t^ pay ^ tMtAinf^ saidn&tol at > thd dbxine c^ 

M , aaidalitg^buncteofceaitjriftid^^ 

fey trpofiL his^ tdiletce, whiph i^ife to ijctoi^se 
Ae offerihg of the dk^.-;Wiflil those antiqud 
mi pn^sfitranat: beainr, jwiao^wear die Aye db 
Ifci^e ^otriGftg^mgy ifiap|)eatsitb l^iig^ cquTjeniciQii^ 
iA the t^efii<my ai^ tM^dkss^ Ithat . thbhft^ 

shotlM MAg ti^ ^ehdkr^ ^an1l>*d corercd-thd 

fest/ The fiflkiSititoi^ «u^ pi5t (tmj the 
Sword im§ gi^a^ m his^ sSte^, >the {fhdj^Niu iad 
T^as cG^mpresseci by his Mt^2im.i Unt bunch rf 
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remained upon his pate. The servant having 
left the room, the venerable peer, forgetful of 

his perukean. hO&QtrSV would actually have 
sallied- forth into the street in full array and 
en bannet de nuit. if his valet de chambre had 
not arrived, at the critical moment, to prevent 
h^^i^gv^^r. exit. 1 wa& cre^nt^ b^t iHf as- 

tQ?4&^ft9P^ ^. ^ ^^.^ so totally su^pendwJ 
Bfj-j. isp^Qs,' thf^ Ke would have ma(ie thf 

rec9y?r«4 apy PPiy:^ 9^ »e|€(5tiqn. . J was mr 
<J*?§fi^ ¥.X^¥ »^, s^sfiCft, of a ^rpos^. inr 
5i^fn^nt ifijord^r tp render hjp,Lpj?d^^ tJr 
4ic^]pus J; and I^m tpld tippu: t^- ^>o<j»5i$ai| 

^ mindiiftight fumisl) fyljy witjj, l,ap|gl|ter, ij 

HSIM^'/aJ^}^ 3*"os« fi^^»» t!^?:*, I*^m%l ^3??5tiwi. of 
^ughgt wl|ich pro4u<:es wisdjom. Y<^ ms^f 

cpngraftulate me, tj^ejre^re, pn t|iq prospect of" 
W:^ a^yan^emoit to th^^ti^?: pf s^e, ; , 
} I am already marr^, aii^l wh^^t ;i$ tp: fpllpi^ 
CfO^ a^e.l^apw^. %rapg§, tJ^iRgs dajjjr h^p^ 
p^'4ar{'f'^&jb^i^({i^^ ai^4 .things ii^pre str^pgl^ 
i^^ybql^l^in^.; I lijiye such ^_ budget, to op^O 
% ypUj'.^bwt-tl^ ^§PDvefy iftus$-be r^s^li?^ 
ed till yye. meet,, J|ufl[i§&it;tp say at-pTg%entj 



LETTER 



I CONGRATULATE you, with no com- 
mon sincerity, on having got most complete- 
ly into a scrape from whence all your finesse 
and prudent demeanour will not be able to e^r- 
tricate you, I have seen you, more than once, 
venture upon a flight which left my effrontery 
far behind, while I could not but envy you 
the advantages which publick prepossession in 
your fevour gave you over me. Frequently 
have I blasphemed my stars for not having 
given me the art of saving appearances, which 
you so eminently possess ; but I have now 
good reason to hope, that you have, at length, 
fallen from your height, and will be obliged 
in future to roll in the mire with myself, and 
a few others of our common nature. The dev- 
il, in the language of the proverb, having long 
Owed you a grudge, has taten a very fair op- 
portunity to pay it. You may now exclaim, 
on your entrance into our Pandaemonium, 

Hail, horrouriy hail f and thouy profoundett Hell| 
Receive thy new poascifor. 
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ISor ycraij consoh^on, however, I shalji ia^ 
fottii you^, th«t, befi)te the period <;^ my pre&f 
tot im^omgibk b^iiQouis, It w^s o^ce in a state 
o£ dssadvaatage, very similap, in Us ^qumt 
sl^nces and effects, to; that which has now 
overtaken you. You must know, then, that 
some yeaxsiago I had formed aki unlucky plan 
to niortify my Bight Reverend imele, whQ 
had taken somje authorit^tiYii^ jj^tti^es with 
me,, without givijig him a fair opportuniQr to 
^l^ess! his resentment. ThiS) was no les3 
than an attack wpan thq temporal privilege of 
Spiscopaey, in pO'Ssessing a seat in; the House 
c£ Lords. I had some thoughts df my .own 
u|)KMi^ the s^bJ4£cti' but I had {brtnnatcly) added 
ti^theiti numbeiaii^ ii^portkncffi^ :£romrthe ac^ 
cidl^fital p6rt(i;sat of a i?e^pafaiishied tract oiir tb^ 
ccmduct of: OU3* -Bishops through upirani9)i<if 
twenty reigns^ which unaoswer^dbly: pir(>Y^d| 
that, durio^ soi long a period, th^jT) had at 
most iiniformly ' mani&sted themsdhreai t^r^ 
foes to rational hherty^ I took u|)i v^:M|g^ 
ment in a veigr gfep^y^l vi^Wr urged it with 
BwOQstjf^, ^b4i y^W^ bett?ri j»^i^ ,^c|UJd^ 
Vfi a% in qas^e.it ;had been returned with; ai>f 
g&r, I was ^rn^d wi^h the opin^Qnr of coy fap» 
ther, whp was present, and, in his Persian 
Letters^ ha» wiii^^nr to the sape purpose. In 

T 
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sHbrty I eifejoyed aH the triumph -that ipiyiaa^ 
Ifcicms . expectatioti could haVCc framed. ' The 
jpfdate gtihhed With vexatidiiy bu« was forced 
to a6q\rie&cein salience, and I had my revenge. 
But, not many /days: after, when my re^ent- 
mCTit, to>kfayds this Reverend Relatioh had 
befen Jost in its fruition, a' trifling circumr 
stance happened, which his vigilant anger 
gla(Uy seized, in order to heap upon me eve- 
ry indignity which his truly christian spirit 
was capable of producing. As a family par-* 
ty of us were crossing the road on the side of 
Hagley Pack, axhaise passed albn^, followed 
by a couple of attendants wiih French horns* 
Who can' that Bel? said my father. ' Some 
itinerant mountebank, repHed I, if.ione iii^y 
judge > from his musical <f6llo!w.eiCS. : I rieally 
spoke wit^ all the indiffereriee x>f . an. innoceoat 
ikkid ; nor did it occur to nie, ^hat the Right 
ReverencJ fitbfer in God, my uncle> had samer 
times beafn pdcased to travel with servants ao- 
tk)Vtted wi^^ similar instruments, r 



- - J. . f 



"■-'■' -fiatccvil on itself itill lOOn rec^H ; - 

tthd my recollection was ^oori iteStbred to mc 
by a torrent of abuse ^ "which was,^ in length, 
Violence, and, I had^ almosf-^aid; Ah expres- 
^on, equal to an^ isacred aiiathenifei <df Popish 
resentment." -In short, 1 was^' ewsed^ damne<^ 
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arid sent to the- Devil, in [ aU f thfe > e&s^lte jpem 
pfiraski o£ia,'^piiiest>imjAacabilityi^ rilEbe mh^ 
of: the tfusifaess uraa jof a ikry ^iftg»l w naiurftl 
he availed: hiinsilfrjofaBi iiK&ffieosiye de^ixr^ 
rence to let:!teo§e'xW&/ijipsetitin^fflr.ai a past of- 
fence ; . whili^l, in a state of actual innocence, 
sunk beneath the consciousness of my past 
guilt, xhis last part of the story is, I pre- 
sume, in perfect unison with your present 
feelings. But, to conclude with a serious ob- 
servation, be assured, my friend, that, how- 
ever rich, great, or powerful a man may be, 
it is the height of folly to make personal ene- 
mies from any, but particularly from person- 
al motives : for one unguarded moment — and 
who could svipport the horrours of a never- 
ceasing, suspicious vigilance ? — may yield you 
to the revenge of the most despicable of man- 
kind. From a very unpleasant experience of 
my own, I should most sincerely counsel ev- 
ery young man, who is entering on the thea- 
tre of the world, to merit the good opinion of 
mankind, by an easy, unaffected, and amiable 
deportment to all, which will do more to make 
his walk through life respectable and happy, 
than those more striking and splendid quali- 
ties, which, are for ever in the extremes of 
^Jionour or disgrace.— Adieu. I shall be curl- 
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otEES tohenr a£ the ptogi^ss ^cm mikB in ^&e 
^rny paths of contqtion, and whether the 
£^uits of it will be adequate to the hunnlkdng 
penalties you must have undeigone. 

i an, with great regard, . 
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JLETTEE KXXFt 



. . J J > 



^HY DEAR SIR^ 

■ ' * -■ - 

I SINCERELY lame&t with you the death 
ei Dn Goldsmith^ as a very considerable loss 
to the learned^ the \saif^magy and the semi^ 
mental world. !£& versatile geniiis was capa^ 
Ue Gf ^rodiiJ^ging satid[action tci ]>er$oi» o£ all 
these vzTying dQh€anination^^ But I shaH^ 
without heisitidon^ eombat the ofnnion wfaidb 
you derive from the insolvent state in which 
he die^f tfaat^ehius baid talents meet with an 
ungtat^f^lristarafirbmi mankind^ ;aiy gen^ 
etaUfy seetL to. struggle : with conttnual and int 
aupe^able dMculties. . Flautus is related to 
ha^re tiimed a milit Boethius died in a gaol^ 
Tasso was in cctistdnt distress,^ iCervatites 
dt^dpdf huAgscfy and our Otway^^fr^ ea- 

ger an indulgence of that appetite : Cantoem 
fetMtet hi« days m an hospital aiKl yaiu^las 
h^ Ms body to t\^ i^i^CJons t<t) pay his debts 
as t&t M it would go* I. could fill my paper 
With'! lAdanehoiy d^afli of genhis in misfot* 
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tune ; but it would require a volume of na 
common size to examine into the causes of 
such an affecfihg brknbli of 'toman distress : 
and if a work of that nature were to be com* 
posed, it would prove ik> more than what we 
already know, that genius is not exempt from 
human failings, and frequently possesses jhqpa 
in a degree superiour to ordinary talents and 
common dulnees. . Aa impmvideht spiritland 
disdain of b^ectioii are ?nQ riihcoimmdn : attii^ 
butes: of ithat -character :; and IF.nced'niJit'iia-^ 
form a ciiiM;6f^j?sa^years^^,x^ duUost 

Ro siname^ iwh® iaeeps dn: his ^ay, I will 'feooiW 
ehfi arrive at his (testined;end, Ith^^'the ileetest 
courser of Ifc wiftarket;, . wl^o hasJ ^idkom^: difT 
fereht direction: : : ar ; < r /yir J> ui-r 

.An Tiiienlrghtenfed and barbaron^i a^uinajf 
deny breid to men of rimdek-standing;. but we 
havc^ the^happiness to Irtfp in the full blazenof 
reason aed' knowledge, : At tli&])peifi64 rtbe 
liian of^gehius, as well ^s -the: less leafa^d 
character; is equally th& firamer of.his owd 
fortune ; and it imist arise firoipi spmeiifthejfeijt 
deficiency in both, wheri the t ixxeans ; ofuvettfi:- 
fortabk existence, to say no: ftv^e,-) aife[r6i)jpte 
from them. This age is the-iof^sjtf^^oviraible 
that has dver beeii known . io the, annate ;of 
time, for men of genius, tal^ats, ; aSicl sjfiljj i^ 



^«y m^^ev6ff btidcli of science^ and art. To 
-c^me h6ttt€fy- however, to yovtr' subject, tell 
ftie,' I beg dF yoii,^ in what respect Doctor 
"Goldsmith was ^leglected. As soon as his 
-talerits wet6 known, ^ the publick discovered a 
ready ^posilion to reward them ; nor did he 
tjver produce the fruits of them in vain, Hi5 
•mode of life ik gea^rally known ; the profits 
of has- labours are no secret j :3nd the patron* 
^ge; beneath which hei some: time, flourished, 
is a. matter of publiok noioriej^: nor shall I 
iswerve from truth in the deelaratibn, that he 
ivaa encour^iged equal to his merits, whatever 
4hejr may liive. been; and that the publick 
W6Ke ready to increase th^ favour in propor- 
tion to his exertions. ' Ask your book-seller 
what Doctor Goldsmith did acquire, and what 
h'C might have acquired, by his writings : con* 
tihue the question with respect to the manner 
•in \tvrhich many of them were produeejd, and 
what was the spring which ge^nerally set his 
talents in; motion. The respective replies will 
fee ^ufl5cieiit:,to convince ypu, that, if your 
favourite ' aulfhor , diefd in poverty, it was be^ 
cause he had not discretion enough tb be rich. 
'Ai'rigid^'obedierioe^to the scKpture command 
^fTai^ m thought f^r tomorrow^ wi4i^„ an og- 
teiitktiaut .in^timcd. of coin, and an* Unre- 
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ftecting spirit of benevQl«Qce, oecaid<med tht 
difficulties of his li&, and the ipsplvency of 
its end He might have blessed hims<elf witljL 
an happy independence, enjpyedi withom in- 
terruption, every wish of a wise wan^ ,8e<:ur^ 
ed an ample provision for his advMkc^d age, if 
he had attained it, and have made a^ respecta- 
ble last will and testament ; and all this, with* 
out rising up early or sitting up late, if com^ 
men sense had been added to his other attain^ 
ments. Such a man is awakened into the exi- 
ertion of his fkculties but by the impulse of 
some sense which demands enjoy menty or 
some passion which cries aloud for gratifica^ 
tion; by the repeated menace of a oredltor, 
or the frequent dun at his gate: nay^ should 
the necessity of to-day be. relieved,^ t6e pro 
crastinated labour will wait for the necessity 
of to-morrow; and, if death should overtake 
him in the interval, it nmst find him a beg- 
gar, and the age is to be accused of obdura*- 
cy in suffering genius to die for want! If 
Pope had been a debauchee, he would have 
lived in a garret, nor enjoyed the Attick ele^ 
g^nce of his villa on the banks ofithe Thamesu 
If Sir Joshua Reynolds had been idle an4 
drunken, he might, at this hourj hftve beem 
acquiring a scsax^^ and prec^naus m^ntei^ 



natice by painting coach paninyck and Birtning^ 
ham tea-boards. Had not David Hume pes* 
sfessed the invariable temper of his countryi 
he might have been the actual master of a 
school in the Hebrides ; and the inimitable Gar-^ 
rick, if he had possessed Shuter's character^ 
would have acquired little more than Shuter^s 
fame, and suffered Shuter's end. Name me 
a man of genius in our days, who, if he ha3 
been destitute of independence, had a right 
16 complain of any one but himself. You 
may tell me that Lloyd died in a gaol ; and I 
believe, from every thing that I have heard 
of that very ingenious^ gentleman^ that his 
fate would Kavc been the same, if he had 
been bbril to the inheritance of an ample for- 
tune. You will Add, perhaps, the name of 
your very learned friend Mbrell. He certain- 
ly deserves well of, and: is esteemed by,' thcf 
learned world ; but the acute critick and pro- 
found grammarian seems to be impelled rath- 
er by the love of science, than the desire of 
gain— is generally in the habit of frugal con- 
tentment, and hides himself ill that shade of 
retirement, where the learnied few alone can 
find him. I am, however, entirely of your 
opinion, that he merits a less restrained situ-- 

ation than he possesses ; and I agree *with' 

u 
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ycm in not forgiving Doctor B — -*- for a 
bteadh of justice in opposing his election to a 
fellowship at Eton, Such a promotion would 
have been a suitable reward for his labours, 
and have afforded him that ample independ- 
ence, and learned retreat, which would have 

left his closing life without a wish. B 

was the most able school-master that ever 
grasped the birch ; and I am sorry he should 
disgrace his succeeding and higher office, by 
opposing, as you tell me, more than once, 
flie entrance of a man into his college, the 
circumstances of whose life and character 
^ave him so fair a claim to the preferment 
which he solicited. But this ill treatment of 
your friend — for I think it such— is not ap- 
plicable to the age, but to the folly of a vain 
man, who finds a consolation for his disap- 
pointed ambition in the despotick sway of a 
college, wherein he will not suffer a man to 
enter, whose character announces the least 
gleam of an independent spirit. 

Learning and fine talents must be respect- 
ed and valued in all enlightened ages and na- 
tions ; nay, they have been known to awaken 
a most honourable veneration in the breasts of 
men accustomed to spoil, and wading through 
blood to glory. An Italian robber not only 
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refused the rich booty of a caravan, but co»^ 
ducted it under his safeguard, when he was in- 
formed that Tdsso accompanied ii The great 
Duke of Marlborough, at the siege of Cam- 
bray, gave particular orders, that the lands, 
&c. of the admired Fenelotij Archbishop of 
the diocese, should not be profaned by the 
violence of war. Caesar, the ambitious Cas-^ 
sar, acknowledged Tully^s superiour charac* 
itier; for that the Roman orator had enlarged 
the Hmits of human knowledge, while he had 
only extendeid those of his country. But .'to 
prqceed one step higher. 

The great Emathiaa Cpaqoerottr bid spare 

The House ot Pindaros^ when Temple and Tbw't 

Wen^ to the groand. 

Rest then assured, my fricfid,^ when a man 
of learning and talents does not, in this very 
remunerative age, find encouragement, pro- 
tection, and independence, that such an un- 
natural circumstance must arise from some 
concomitant failings which render his labour& 
obnoxious, or^^ at least, of no real utility.— 
Adieu, my dear Sir. A long letter may ad- 
mit of excuse on a subject which would fill a 
Jarge volume. 

I am, with truth, 
^ Your faithful, humble servant. 
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LETTER XXKFIL 



' INDES^D, my dear friend, you mistake 
the matter : Ir^ny is not my talent, and B — ^ 
-ii^*^ says^^i bavie too much impudence to make 
use of it* It 1^ a fine Thetoricsd ifigure ; and if 
there were a chance of attaining the miaaneriri 
which Junii:is has employed it, its culmration 
would be worth my ittentiort* B\i« > you add 
an harsh injustit5e to real errbur, when you 
suppose that I have employed any powers of 
raillery J may possess: on the ^uhj^tt of Her 
|d[o9t Eif oellent Majesty, I ricolleeli (th^e fcoD- 
yjersation: whi^ . )prodlioed thia report fto my 
dinadvaiitage, sftd, if it were true, ftp my 4ift- 
honour. I can easily despise the malice of 
.those, who understand and mtslrepresent mc 4 
^t thatigtnof ance idiich both ipisuiKLder stand* 
4nd mi^epresfents is iiiorttfjfing.ili the ertremfi, 
I ihbtild reAliy think it little leas than blasphemy 
to speak ill of a Princess who deserves so well. 
The Queen does honour to the British Throne ; 
she has ^ r^ht to the place she possesses in the 
breast of every reflecting Englishman ; and it 
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h^s ever been toy o^i]ik>n, t£at her diaracter 
lanites the royal Tiirtues of her statitm with the 
most amiable qualifilcations of her sex. Nor 
have J ever been. disposed to speak unfavour-* 
ably of the ladies who attend her person, or 
compose her suit. . There are^ I must . bwnj 
hal£>a^ dozoii iigures of her hou'sehoM who atd 
objects of my pity ; and; ^e Mxkm ofe commis<» 
eoiion which broke &om me on^^&^itisul^ects^ 
hasifoeen representedy I find, ^ a icontemptU4 
©lis raillery of their Royal Mistresa. iVfyrmeiiri 
cnryAvill serve me, I b©Keve,:torTecdllett .^he 
gtineral teliour of my discorutse on/the ooca^ 
siop, which I.^haHiofi^f to yfoof cindid intert 
|)rietation«- ^ ■: li - ^ . ' : ':- ■.lu-i'r-.'}'" / 
'The ^JD(m)ag€r Lady iTlxmiaberid^. as^ you 

well knoifT, divides the buman species^ icito 
m6n^ women, and hr^ -^ ;.;aiHl whew is. the 
crmie, if I parody on her ^ ladyship^s logick, 
and apply it to tljej division of rher Mqjesty^s 
hou^hbld into inen^w^meri, and maids of }hon^ 
piir'^ iBTor r^ifffl it ^eydifficuit)to justify this 
tiev Ime of dxstiiactict^, if we consider the pe- 
bmiiar . of&pes which/cbmpose the duty, land tht 
^ibqgblar privileges .whicbirewardjthe^^ service^ 
pf these courtly virgins*) u V ; o; ; 
; To nake oap,n afc ieast, tvfo poprt suhs in a 
year; to da^ce -a$ :raany cwurt m|ri\}ets in the 
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same space ; ia sidle, oh days of duty, throiigii 
the presence-chambers, at the tail of a royal 
procession ; to take her place in an established 
comer of the drawing-ropm ; to say yes, Sir^ 
or no, Sir^ and courtesy, when she is noticed 
by the King;.. to say yes,. Madam, and no^ 
Madam, -and courtesy, when the Queea doe^ 
her the same honour :. to make an occasional 
one ^f six large hoops in a royal coach^ and 
to aid ili& languor of ai\ easy party in a side - 
box at a royal piay ; comjpose the principal la- 
bours of a maid of honour's life. But ,they 
Bre not'without their rewards.: A moderate 
salary, and a thousand pdutids when Miss gets 
an husband ; an apartment in a palace, and I 
believe a^ ditwer from a royal kitchen -y in the 
rotation of six weeks, a seven days', possession 
of a royal cdach,: a royal 'coachman, and a 
shabby pair of royal horses, for -the ' purpose 
of shopping ih the city; paying distant visits, 
airifag in the IKmg's road, and the being set 
down at tljie very gateiof Kensington Gardens, 
while women of the fir^t fashion are obliged 
to trip ivx)'er an hundred>yards of greensward 
between their coaches and the place of admit* 
tance ; to take place of Baronets' daughters ; 
to go to plays, operas, and oratorios, gratis ; 
to have physicians without fees, and medi- 
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dues without an apothecary's . bill ; to chat 
with Lords and grooms of the bed-chamber 
around the fire of an anti-chamber ; to stroke 
the beardless face of a new-made page ; and, 
perhaps, to receive an Heir-Appareht's first 
effort at flirtation ; constitute the various priv- 
ileges of a maid of honour. 

This brief history, my dear friend, you well 
know to be founded in fact, and will, therefore, 
be ready to applaud the tender pity I feel for 
these virgin automatons. I have never seen 
them bringing up the rear of a royal train, but 
each of them has appeared to bear, in legible 
characters, on her forehead, JTho will marry 
me ? Nevertheless, upon the most favourable 
average, not one in three years, during the 
present reign, has been rewarded by Hymen ; 
which, in their particular situation, is as pit- 
iable a circumstance as can be found in the 
long catalogue of female mortifications. A la- 
dy of the bed-chamber is obliged only to a 
partial duty ; and, during the short period of 
her attendance, is, in some degree, the com- 
panion of her royal Mistress ; while the vir^ 
gins of honour are not admitted, as I have 
been informed, to stick a pin in a royal hand* 
kerchief. Even the women of.th^ same de- 
partment figure only in her Majesty's cast-off 
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gowns ' on royil birth-^days ; but these poot 
peisecuteii dam&els are ^e common hackneys 
of chwf ing-Toom parade : whether ill or well^ 
in humour or out of humour, by day-light or 
by candleJight, they are obliged, through 
three parts of the year, to be on the continual 
stretch of state-official eKhlbition. 

I remember, when I was little more than a 
boy, to have seen a young lady in training for 
this important office; and the whole of that 
serious business consisted in nothing more 
than a practical lecture: upon entranceis . and 
txits, the language of courtisies, and the art 
of conducting a large hoop in all modes and 
forms of possible pliancy. I laughed then as 
boys laugh, and had some unlucky thoughts 
in my head which were not arrived at maturi- 
ty : at this period, I would willingly give an 
opera-subscription to be present at a similar 
exercise. 

After this manner did I treat the horioura-* 
ble subject of her Majesty's honourable vir- 
gins ; and little did I think that it would beget 
a long admonitory epistld from you, to wara 
me against speaking evil of dignities. My wit, 
such as it is, has never directed a single glance 
at the Throne ; and I have received the wel- 
come testimony of your applause, more than 



once, for exerting the full force of my under<» 
standing to support the wishes of it. You have 
my ready leave, ^my dear friend, to laugh with 
me, and at me— to reprove and to admonish 
me ; but I must enlreac you to relax your 
proneness to believe every idle tale which is 
iabrieated to my.dishom>urt . ; J ' H . 
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YOUR usual ^accuracy has failed you> in 
your iuggestions concerning the rise and rap- 
id progress of Mr. D t*s fortune. The 

history of that gentleman'^s advaiwement to his 
present affluence, if my inmiediate recollection 
'does not fail me, b as follows. 

That he was appointed to his first employ^ 
ment in the service of government by my fa% 
ther's interest is true; and k may, perhaps; 
have been procured for him from the motives 
which current opinion has assigned: but of 
this I do not pretend to.be better informed 
than the rest of the world. Thus placed in a 
situation xsS little or no leisure, he was left, I 
.believe, by our family-patronage, to look for 
: any future promotion from his own industry, 
the chance of succession, t>r the casual boon 
<ii fortune. The latter was disposed to smile 
upon him, or, it may be said with more pro- 
priety, to reward the prudent modesty with 
which he retreated from her first advances^ 
io secure her greater favours. In the usual 
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•tourse of proitiotioii, he hid^an acknowdedged 
*dkim to succeed to a vacant- place of no incbn^ 
^iderable profit. -On this ocqasion^ Lord Hot 
land, &r some particular reason which I have 
forgotten, or perhaps nevi^r heand, wished <to 
itiake an irregular appointmerii in favour of 
isiome other person ; and, to comply with his 
liordship's wishes, f Mr. D — ^-^ wisely waved 
his right of succession. That Noblenian, whd 
never sufifefed a good office to be Icmg unre- 
turtied, sobn afkr procured >him to be named 
Commis^ry-CJetteral to the expeditidn tliiett 
^patlfig to at^ck the French* West-Iiidii 
felandft. The sUbdess whkhi aileAd<bd it, to^ 
gather witii^ ^i^iregulat {irofits 6f his appoint*^ 
m^it^ placed him4n a situatioh, with respect 
fdif6rtune/>wMli-w}ueh, it may be'iiiiagiQedi 
he#as more thaip satisfied; and^Ihave bisen 
told that he dieh looked lio i faiTihen Bm 
Lord HoJiland nevei^ thcmght ^ he idid encwgb 
ior anyone that^ad obliged him; and 'Lam 
greatly* mistaken^ if his influence did not name 
Mr* li^— — «- toi the same employment in the 
fbrmidable armament' which was sent against 
^ Havannah, and succeeded* Tf he fortunes 
a^^i^ed by that capture are Mtell known, and 
Mrr©=«- — ^'s was among the largest of them. 
On his return tof England,^ lie sapa begaa^ to 



display a kF¥e of^dbtetittrtiofiv wbiehhe indvilg^- 
«d, howet«r, as I ui»kr$tand> witiwiut mjiirr 
ihg his fbiptuiie ; for thoMgh Georrgc ha/s ^rto 
sfoall shateof vanity, it has seldom ^petaitad 
60 ffaf aar to^ make htm inattentive to, th&< «9nftt- 
>i2/m hrium lo{ Ufe. He built a ime hous^ ki 
*pQrtirian-a^ares and purehascd the Vtety cn^ 
jtal t^tate ^ .Toiig»C^tle, , m ' Shr^psli^, ^ 
^ Pj^ i(rf JKw^lOn^ He iiamMiMefy «* 
jiew^d) orT mthep* iiftprcjvcd^ the aiiCient fof m 
pf Ifee. dbf:*ife^:4c^«% fiMjoiiied^ wUJ^ t^ ifffir 
pr^lljlQ r (4€(ei9iratipns = of ^ Qo^if^ ^ mn^MS^tm^ 

SKate?, Fhtohiflow»tiJi| lliftse «i<kfe 9ClJ>e^§»K|T 

Ibgiikxmtiimt rmsxf Tei^$:a^k^i}4ra|iaf?tm6ti^ 
and Ss' fuarfailbhed: ly itjb ! a . profui^^ io£ rpiet^i«| 
lUQid spleRdid'iu^oI$M[iy^ iThpugh it is A#| 
sittwcted iBB^ShQ pBin^f ^ w\intryi% ytt, ^(^ 
en ift yWt^fijirWiustaftcel^^ ii j»4y toy no smftH 
cbixn tortlfai: >c]i^aractarf of i imi^nsi£keniei$. ! ; 3fjbe 
owner of it ndlj^haY^ built ac new -and iq^i; 
eos^ocHims l»2wsei loir .niYid) k$$ niQitey - t^i^ 
has ba$$i eK|)ei]|led ^ in ihe rep^ations (0£ the 
6M Qnec hut ^e word etuttk: i^ a souiidi^ 
wordV it was ift ilnison -with Mr,-. XU^ —Til's 
nouons .of grandeur, atic^apereliefii^ive thilt 
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tihdi tkmnmm iiile: \vaf^. hy dogtoefy be fp9v 
gfiMeialjirithbthji.'fa^i turrets ahd;state}y bal- 

• • 

l»«iiMe jthani Ma^i^ip. aoidc the^yi ineUt jupon it 

^|f»!^rf^^^ yxmn^l to f idfii ,Wft i^fwJi ^predict 

liotvli : Bm» lhi& ;>y^. the ^ w«yrt-tfce wodd in 
0cirfe^l!al^ :^h^aferJitifcflcl|u&io^ thb km^ 

bition of his early days, have thou^bt^ vthttt 
b^)ithik> o^eoijioabi^ ^ ^eeidoulr^ iibe ihdpedl to 
adl^xcer s(»id I^y Jol: noble btrth \a»d <^at mm 
BdxHdx$ to jbtc&jn^ J^i lOiifitress jefc)^.] IThe 
bait x^eredibyjBo faandspine ja iai%ai he jKr^ 
taiftty4si lw.QMd^ jti: All p«)b«J»lit)*, ^Ni^e;beeii 
soob )t2^li^;ib^vj!avit!u» pat3^^ 
^iifi has be^ru vfexy iiiui'el\fj^ib(^ for 

hfiih^idotiiAllyrimade a kuid^iif Mlf^funatw^y 
xiiatdi itdth^stliltk :i%uakeri.Qf^hteea yeacs 
of age» said educatpd int lall the :i%oljr of ^ her 
sei^. She has > ao?^^ tpi»eten«oi|s t©- bijautyr-rl 
iwite laerelyc&dro^iol^jrA^^ pos^ses 
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a very agreeable persoQ^' «dtb a most aioSa^ 
sin]lpHcit)r, andioves htr;husbahdito*idola¥i^ 
I have heard your fricbd; Counselloi: Dajl^^ 
spe^k in high tortus of h^r fajther^ as^ mail 
of excellent understanding/ polite mannefSi 
and generous dispositions. Siipct this wlslu 
riage, the kipeib service of plate v^^ ^el» 
ddia make& uts appearance ; and the mai$i;erjaf 
the noble * castle, as I am told, ii€fm lives inisi 
comeir / of it, with ^ smiill '^ party: of his ' ^ela^ 
tions, and seei^s to b& gro^,in)^ into a ^sirei 
gard of> the intrigues and ^alshidilS) tff : ptiblfiek 
life, -^febrotlier is the parson i of ^'n^^^ 
and is called Difctcr jfohj^; hxii ^^ Divinei 
and die Squire do not hgldia ve^ friendljrm^ 

tercOUtSp.-^ ' > -/;: -.1 . .-i.b ^^^•M ^>.. ': 

^ I rather thinic that ti^s little piece of biog^ 
raphy is pitoCQr Well fbunded : . ify however, i it 
should. potoess any orroursv wliidk may be the 
ease, I beg leave to assure you that they :Jaare 
not of my ^ivenli6n• As to Mr. - D-^ r^'$ 
unpopularity ^^^-^e j^ it does, 

not arise, pe|rha^s, ftt>m what yoik and the 
Vorld may, with^^ some reason, suppose ; but 
from; a-sub^qvtent circdmstanoe,! of whidi 
you, and^ ^&e woiM, are, in general, %np- 
rant.. When jay ^^ -^ w|is Govemour of J— 
*— — , h^ recbivcd positive -ordetsjb raise and 
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iffiscipline a regiment of Negroes for the ser- 
vice of the Havannah expedition. As this 
supply did not join tKfe grand \rmament at 
the time appointed, Mr. D 1 was dispatch- 
ed to Jamaica, by the Commander in Chief, 
to chide the tardy levies ; and, as report says, 
he found a very surprizing languor in obey- 
ing these very important orders of govern- 
taent; On such art occasioii, he was, pet- 
haps, instructed to Awaten an accusation of 
delinquency against the! Govemour lo the 
|K>wfers at home ; and it is equally probable; 
th^th^ did not forget has instructions. Wheth-i 
fer this Ticgledt was repaked by subsequent ex^ 
erikiijs, or wheifoer it was foi^tten in the suc- 
cesses \vhich followed, I do not kfidW; but I 
very well remember, ; thai, :at the titfley iny fa- 
ther was^ very uneasy ^i^out it viiA cbmplfaiii-^ 
ed,? in angry )terms, ioi the clergyman ' of Hag- 
ley, of his brother's forwardness to disgrace 
a branch of tha,t faixuly by which his cfwn: had 
been ^o w^armly protected. Herd the matter 
rested;obut that George D — 1-71-t should have 
befeki eleva^led to^ a sitilatibn, whei^iniHe could 
irepesrtf what' was> oalled an! injs^olent Menace to 

one of the iyi^&*0Mr: faiiily, #iJi never fbere-» 
Hfember^di withcM^t cmnch . .mortififaation, rl^hdv 
thee^oi^i canjiei^erffe^jdfc)^iv8n.-^?-4TiTii^ 
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MUCH of th^ disputes, and ooiisequent* 
\y mxij q£ the incoaveniencies, rfthis worlds 
ariK from the atrajnge difficulty (for a strange 
one it is) that men find in understanding each 
other's meaning* Hfcnce the: never-ending 
game c^'cross-purpostts, in ivhicb all of us; 
at times,, are somudi engaged; A leading 
cause of this disiiniosk is a negl%atice im us* 
ing t^ms apprpprilate; ta i dieir object* The 
phUofSQph^r,: it) h) : trlie; must gexieralize his 
ideas tQ compasa/lhe tiews-of Ms. enquiring 
wmf^^ 1% isfeyj&vieh ill af^Hcation of his in- 
tell^ctual . faculties^ thatche surmounts such a 
variety of obstacles; t&at ' he Lpasses front in-^ 
dlviduaL man to an'xifhdb people^ from a 
people, to) the humane rate ; fromithe <lime in 
which he Hveshj to the ages that ; are to: come j 
from what he) iees: to that wbkh la initisible^ 
But in convenfEJng the« fruits of his studty and 
reflection to Others, JreiimiSt^cohdeiSceiri^ 
M\>^eigh, words, compare tenmsy amd^ preci«ide 
all possibility of erroiirlh those i he instructs^ 
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by using a simplicity of definition, a perspi^ 
cuity of expression, and, where the barren* 
ness of language denies the imxbediate term, 
a neatness of pertphrase which not only in* 
vites but creates conception* 

You are pleased, in your last letter, to 
chaarge the present agie with the crime of 
skepticism; and you have abandoned your- 
self to a more tha«i common energy on the 
subject. To tell you the truth, I da not very 
cl^rl^ perceive the tendency of your accusa^ 
tion. If it alludes to religionv you would, I' 
^mk,^ find some dif&bulty > to maintain your 
position: if it should glance at politicks, ouir 
natik^nal submission is certainly against you : 
or,; leaving the: higher concerns of the worlds 
if you should apply your assertion to the or- 
dinary intercourse and common transactions 
between man and mian, you are truly unfor- 
tunate^ as an extreme cuUibility seems to be 
one of the leading features of the present^ 
times. The age in which we live does not 
possess so great a share^ as former centuries, 
of that faith whidt is able to remove moun- 
tainsj r blind credulity ^ hy the insults it ^so 
long offered to reason^ hm in a great meas- 
ure destroyed itself, or is rather become mod- 
ified into timt sobriety of belief which is con- 
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sistent with a rational being.' The gaudy^ 
awful, and presuming phantom of Papal au- 
thority, has long begun to cjisappear: that 
blazing TOeteor, whidi for so many ages daz- 
zled the superstitious world, verges towards 
the horizbri, and grows pale before the stea- 
dy, ^embodied lighrof liberal, unimpeded sci- 
ence. . But I cannot believe, although luxury 
^d dissipation with their Concomitant de- 
pravities have made -such enormous strides 
among the higher. orders, that infidelity in re- 
ligious matters is a leading characteristick of 
our time s . If we tiirn from the ^church to the 
state, the firm confidence of a 'V45ry great ma- 
jority of the people in a government, which, 
I am forced to confess, does not possess all. 
the wisdom that such a government ought to 
possess, is a circumstance, which, ivere I to 
enlarge upon it, you would be perplexed to 
answer. In the ordinary transactions of life, 
the wantonness of commercial credit is well 
prepared to give. the lie direct to any charge 
of incredulity. Ask Foley ^ Charles JFoXj and 
a thousand others, what they think of rabod- 
em infidelity ; and they %vill tell you, that the 
yews themselves, that unbelieving race, have 
deserted from the standard of skepticism, and, 
having borne the. stigbaa of spiritual unbelief, 
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for iipwards of seventeen hundr«i years, arc 
at this moment groaning beneath; the effects 
of temporal credulity. ; 

Creduia turba sumus-^We are a credulous 
race of beings ; and the most steady profes- 
sors of skepticism are deceived by others, and 
deceive themselves, evei?y hour of the day^ 
Religion, which commands^ among its evi- 
dent truths, the belief of matters . \^hich we 
cannot entirely comprehend, will sometimes 
so habituate the mind q£ its submissive disci^- 
ple to acts of faith, that he does not know 
how to withhold his assent to ther most im- 
probable fictions of human fency;. and the 
Creda quia imposaikile est o£i Tertullian is read- 
ily adopted by his yielding piety. 1 shall con- 
firm the truth of this observation by a sioly 
.which I have heard related, and is npt mo^re 
.extraordihary in its nature than the tone, 
look, and langua^ of belief which accompa- 
lued the relation* • A ti^aveller, benighted in 
a wild and nKiuntainous country, (if my re- 
collection does not fail me, in the Highlands 
of Scotland,) at length beholds the welcome 
Ught of a neighbouring habitation. ; He urg- 
es his horse towards it;, when, instead of an 
•house, he approached a kind of illuminated 
phg^pel, from whence issued the most alarming 
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sounds he had ever hea^rd. Though greaidy 
surprised and terrified^ he ventured to look 
through a window of the building, when he 
was amazed to see a large assembly of cats, 
who, arranged in solemn order, were lament- 
ing over the corpse of one of their own spe* 
cies, which lay in state, and was surrounded 
with the various end^lems of sovereignty.— 
Alarmed and terrified at this extraordinary 
<spectacle, he hastened from the place with 
greater eagerness than he approached it ; and 
arriving, some time after^ ^ the house of a 
gentleman who never turned the wanderer 
from his gate, the impressions of what he 
had seen were so visible on his countenance, 
that his friendly host enquired into the cause 
of his anxiety. He accordingly told his sto- 
ry, and, having finished it, a large family cat, 
,who had lain, during the narrative, befi)rc the 
fire, immediately started up, and very articu- 
Jately exclaimed, " Then I am King of the 
Cats /" and, having thus announced i|s n^w 
dignity, the anin^al darted up the chimney 
and was seen no more. 

Now, the man, who seriously repeated this 
strange and singular history, was a peer of 
the realm, had been concerned in the active 
scenes of life, and was held in high esteem 
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and veneradon among mankind for his talents^ 
wisdom, and Christian piety. After this in- 
formation, which I g^e you as a serious fact, 
what have you to say ? It is impossible but 
you must immediately withdraw your charge 
of infidelity against a period which could pro- 
duce one such implicit believer. 

As for myself, I will readily confess to you 
that I am neither a skeptick nor a believer. — 
I have enough of skepticism to prevent the 
dirowing my share of faith away : dt the dame 
lime I feel within me thai there is dolm^thing, 
which I cannot very well expl^un, the belief 
whereof I ought to cultivate, and/rotti whence 
I should derive much satisfaction and content- 
ment^ cotddi' but frame my imnd ta the pur- 
ipose. I^ however, after aU my reasonings 
yaa should still continue to fix a skeptical 
character upon^ die pxiesent age^ I trust that 
you will at least discard itlvom your olim 
breast^ while I assure you of tite great re- 
gard With which IzOk '■■ ^ 

' Your most^incere^ hUmble servant. 
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LETTER XL. 



MY DEAR SIR, 

YOUR letters to me arc those of friend- 
ship. Under the impression of ,this sentiment, 
I at aH rtimes receive them: nevertheless, 
they are atj^nded with thi? disagreeable cir- 
cumstance), ! that, iri: xwy answers to thent^ I 
amjs6x)fi£ii\ obliged to make mysel£ thehero 
of my own tale. . 

. Your, last chs^ge has : a foundation .in ^rath; 
^and the .persons whom you name q.S bei^^g in 
the cirde.of my intimacy, are. received at jny 
iidnsB, and ^adffdtted to,- my; table* You tell 
ine )it is notrtmiy a dishonour, but a crime, te 
herd wth such mm as familiar associates : and 
that it is beneath a rational being toireceive 
these outcasts from all pther society into mine, 
mepely to be flattered by their submission, to 
have base engines of my pleasures, or objects 
for that raillery which will not be returned. — 
It is too true that I cannot" altogether combat 
the force of these very sever? observations ; 
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but let flie persuade you to bestow a small por- 
tion of your leisure on the voltnae of human 
nature, ; to take a shoit treview of human fail-^ 
ings, and then to cast your eye upon that page 
whereon my name is written. You will there 
discover that my 'character is divided between 
an ardent desire of applause, and a more than 
equal love of pleasure ; and, on dm discovery, 
your considerate regard will look with les& se^ 
verity upon me. When yon have done mc 
this justice, proceed, I beseech you, ,one step 
farther; examine the world upon my- subject, 
and you w'dl know what coiAnAed prejudkis^ 
it possesses against me; that I am the contiA-^ 
ual victim of its injustice:; and that, iiot cotx- 
tented to blazon fbrfh my defects and follies 
into a false, unnatural magmiudfc,iit ^^ems 
pleased with the malignant task ^^bricating 
tales to my dishonour. Publidk gpinipa aim^ 
at excluding me from a fai^il^^r intercourse 
with men of virtuous life, and wptnen erf chaste 
s; manners : so that, when I appeair even in gen- 
eral societies, toothers ^em to be alaijmed for 
their daughters, husbands for their. wives, and 
fathers for their sons : nay, the very impures 
of: the town have refused my most generous 
offers, from an apprehension of my capacity 
for inischief. I.'wiil, freely own that my life 
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has been marked with an extravagance p£ dis* 
sipation ; but neither the force of my passions^ 
&a nor their succesa,. though, viciously speaks 
ing, I mi^t be vain of the latter, can justify 
these violent and continual fears of me* 

But let us suppose for a moment, that this 
most prodigal of all prodigals should mec^tate 
a reformation, and begin the salutary yrork 
with the favourable omen of ^humng his doors 
against those vagabonds, Jo use your own ex-^ 
pression, whom you accuse him of suffering 
to enter them. If, in the arduous task of 
winning the forfeited esteem of mankind, I 
should begin with paying my court to the lights 
of the church, and beg their sanction to my int 
fant repentance, those holy men would not on-* 
ly suspect the sincerity of my declarations, but 
do my effrontery the credit to believe, that, 
under the semblance of contrition, I was med*» 
itating some unholy impertinence to the sac* 
red Lawn* Permit me to continue the singU'* 
lar idea, and suppo:^ me commencing my 
round of episcopal visits with one of the 
FIRST CHARACTERS of this agc and uatlon, 
the present Bishop of London. After some 
hesitation on the part of my coachman, you 
may imagine me at his Lordship's gate, where 
it cannot be supposed that I should find ad*» 
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inittancc. But tKls is nc^ all; Mrs. Lowth 
would probably throw my visiting card into 
the fire, knd forbid the porter to enter my 
name in his book ; while the Right Reverend 
Prelate would determine to tak^ the opportu- 
nity of som^ debate in the House of Lords^ 
wherein I might be engaged, to satisfy his po- 
liteness as a gentleman, by leaving his name 
at my door, without any apprehension of be- 
ing admitted within it. What! would you" 
have me warider a solitary being through the 
World, too bad for the good, and' too good for 
the bad ? My whole riaturel shudders at thet 
idea, and I shouldperish in jhe attempt. I 
love superiority, ^iatteiy, ao.d eise;' and the 
society which you condemn affords the three- 
fold gratificati<Mt. ^ You will tell me that it con- 
sists of dishonourable men : inf the common 
sense of the term you may be right'; but dul- 
cibus abundant vitiis ; and, . as bad infrtrtiroentss^ 
in the hands of agreeable performers, make a 
pleasant concert, so these characters compose 
Sn amusing society. With them I am under 
ho restraint : they know the history of the day : 
some of them, also, are well accomplished ; 
and, while they play upon one another, I can 
play upon them all. Besides, coffee maybe 
ordered at whatever hour I^ please without .an 
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Opposing look ; and while. I confer honour, I 
#njoy convenience. 

You will, perhaps, be disposed to enquire 
if I think it wordiy of me, in the phrase of vul- 
gar tongues, to enjoy the character of king of 
the company* The love of rule, my dear sir, 
is, more or less^ the inmate of every breast : 
it is allied to all the pre-eminent virtues, and 
the greatest men have owed their greatness to 
it. Casttr declared that the first office of a vil- 
lage was preferable to the second station in the 
Roman workL Whittfteld^ I believe, would not 
have exchanged his tabernacle for a metropot 
kan diocese; Zinzendorffy amid the submis* 
sionofhis jfefom^^ttwi followers, lot&ed down 
with pity on despotick empire ; nor, in the 
government of my pandamoniumy do I envy all 
the didactick honours of your lyceum. 

It may be an opmion which proceeds from 
a dissolute refinement, but it is mine — that 
pleasure is not pleasure, if difficulties are ne- 
cessary to its enjoyment. I wish, a^ it were> 
to have it brought home to me, without my 
stirring across the threshhold. My taste for 
gratification is like their piety who erect chap- 
els in their houses : it makes a domestick 
priesthood necesS^ry to nie,; and, while the 
persons who compose it are zealous in their 
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functions, I shall look no farther. The cir- 
cumstances of my past life have produced the 
colour of the pfeseiit ihbmelit*; 'a future period 
may receive another hue* The events of ev- 
ery pa,ssing hour, in characters such as mine, 
as well as in others which are supposed to be 
mufch better, ' must furnish the tints. Experi- 
ence may dd somethihg^ ia any favour; you? 
friendly oracles may do mbre; the calls of 
publidc I duty ■ may ^ have their effect* %o con^ 
cludej iime mnd chdkte hekppm, U»toAU irt«i> 
smdj thrdugh their, influence^- <h0 hour, jft^y 
arxi^ vton; :pJ:elates will eat iay isovip without 
featJO^^cantsiftinatiDn^* and xnod^^t jwomen ad« 
pdi lie (to tlheir' socifety Tyithaut. apprehending 
«.Joss'4o£ rcputafi^n. Do not be dngry witU 
me, I beseech you ; it is impossible to treat 
th^ sttfa^€t>«tthm3ise : and^.if I ihight add an-* 
crther ' pmitiDa ti» the many . ifou Imye vlkf:^'^ 
so ikiridiy:igranted, ; Idt mdieaitreM yjou ti* giiV? 
our ^rr^spohdmiae u mbre -pkasing and pxofr 
k^b subjecty i than, the faiHngs of i 

Your very sincere, 
ind obliged, &c. 
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LETTER XLL 



THE world at large is ro disposed to 
generalise, that st is seldom right when it de- 
scends into the detail of opinion. It has so 
many ^es and objects, that, in the act of par- 
ticuferlsin^'^^ the sources of its favour oir disap- 
{(rotation, the rectitude or crrour of its don* 
elusions are iroiJi the effed.of hazard. L as 
you too well know, have been die: :i^l]|ect of 
its severest censure ;. but, } with: all my faults,- 
I have much tel80i> to cojapkiaof Jt&>precips 
itate injustice. * * ! / r : i : 

'Among other ihjtancea d£ , its pveasiattire kn 
4lspo^ition towards^me, the cimuinifltence to 
wlifch • you have alkrded whh sa : mtiich hu- 
itiotrr^ ^ fe ill proctf of my assertion ; and,- to 
heighten m'^> mortSfication at . th^ time^ wy 
own •family^jqined^ the popular cry : so that, 
in pronouncing ail possibility of amendment, 
the devoted prodigal was driven to a situation 
which absolutely precluded him from it. , 

My father, in m long detail of my unworthi- 
ness, which, with his usual tenderness, he 
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dealt • fortK 40 Marr^'i^e' SdUi, Si§ a elinKlXcV^ 
the amiable history >: concluded the: list of .my: 
enormities with declaring that I actuajly jh^j 
trigued with three different wQmeti of fa^hioiv 
at^sae and th* . 9ajne ;^iT|>e. . Without making 
any f^bmment on^ the Very 'crpdi^^blife l^count 
giy^eii of tue^ stud the f;sivo)Lirpible piqtureJ which 
his:]^ious tpi4^hipicU3pl^yed,(«f ()\;i?r ^fsrt-jfate 
fem^lea, permit j^e. to- a^ssvirevou, that ineither 
my- proweiss-fwith* the ladie?, iipr, any Coolish^ 
yhlWQUthy d^sAijf rmifte PQCftsionQd the pater- 
nal displeasljp^ q^that momenti The subject 
of an .occasional mbming's. reading wps the 
tms4 but u6ada>0wJedged caoise. of .my dis-» 
grace; I shall 'do imysclf the justice, bf relat- 
ing the fact tq you iii dll cits circumstances, r 
: Yod nuist havCt^heard i of the c^ebrated 
^ptksai^witw C/o^ . His worksi and 

th©^ pros^utloTx s^hicfe^ th^pbrdught mpon him^ 
hi^v^^ni^|i^t0ig3v:e;his' name .116:^ share 
of :pafolicfc ho tomiy;^ vv:Ik will be iilso ne^cessa^^ 
tf^^ inform^ ycM^Ithatp after the fiaxrrcdl writ* 
ih^p Lotd-L^T^.^jhas dH'erited ^nscpartial 
estiiKiaJdon: x^vko poj^Iar^ ItheoIogiGal^ pi^duc^* 
tiows:> .TJbLeifiiie ddfeils^^ cL»pJaiijs^:and ^hsejrves 
upbir the;rcatifrei:tipn) a£ Christ^ arid] the. Qtbf» 
er defends; \ih/Q fxhairacter |pad condii^t of : die 
apostle I^L oTliie f ormet wa3 written J[)y ihi^ 
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d*a*ly btld^td frikhd Mr* ^«#^-^e laftet*, 
hy^^ himself . The infidel Claude Anet^ among 
ctheir mat^ts^ thought proper lb give these 
fwo pubUcations a particular and separate ^h-^ 
^ideration* lie hdd fh6 abominable impu*^ 
dence tt> deda^e, th5(t they were wrt only de- 
ficient in theif prindpleii, but that they were 
logically d^fec^v^ in the xt^eans they took to 
support them. ^rtay, be Ufidei^takes to give 
tbcih drgUttidiits sUp6ricJub* it any they have 
used, and theii to ccwfufc ^Afem*^> .On this 
^rouiod he x)pe]ls his b^mery^ and makes his 
atiack^ nqfr is he without his ^paruzans among 
men of learning' and taldits, asri have^ been 
itrfbrmed//who[do iiot hesitate ito assign bim 
the . victory. Of j tbis I. dq not pretend to de- 
iermirie-Uuil iiave> irt troth, no Igenius for that 
line of xriticisii. .^ The ^ imxlfe jof proiceediRg;^ 
Jioiiyfeyer, inufiit belacknoiidedged to \bayp bwft 
acGdm|)anied withnan airtnf anso|e;riJ^ wd CMlf 
tempt, which might fiave been . the : iia^se lt)f 
liiortificatioa l6 men. qft;a;lQfiS; sensible' fibfre 
ihan pae^ bttbeast^ ;of thos€5^ ^Mn^tc»^9ixi it 
was difeteted^olc It .haxi:.^6j cfiect.in. tbe^;ic*x^ 
treme j cfdr th^pitjr o£i^bfChristiaa^aVc;way 
to the prides of ^ the iuidfior ; and the damnable 
sKeptick, instead.i|| teing: the object of; fer- 
vent: prayer that he mighJ; be "coaveffed frojn 
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the errour o£ hi& way, was wafiod,; ia a mo- 
ment, by his p^oiis; antagonist^ to ibelhowling 
portion of the de^^^ dnci his angels, , 

In an vinlucky hour it was discovered, that 
this offensive vohixn^ was in my possession, 
and the subject of my occasional meditation; 
and from hence arose that unexpected burst of 
displeasure that fell with so much weight up- 
on me, and which had instant recourse to my 
graceless life, as the pretended reason for its 
justification^ I da not know a quality of the 
htiman mind that is of such an absorbent na- 
ture as vanity r in one ^sappointed moment 
it will suck up the virtue of years. If Claude 
Anet had levelled his shafts in a difierent di* 
rection, or I had encrcased iny caution in 
tracing their course, I might have intrigued 
with an whole seraglio of womein of fashion^ 
Without drawing down upon me an atom of 
that vengeance of which I was the victim. I 
could not tell the true cause, as it would 
have increased, if possible, the irritation a- 
gainst me, without doing any good ; and, be- 
sides, my authority would have been lighter 
than a feather, in the publick opinion, when 
put in competition with the power that perse- 
cuted me: for, religious o*pinions apart, the 
whole was an abominable persecution. 
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i nesp^eff fdft so sensibljr. the mconYeraencis 
of a bad character as at this period. \ impu- 
dence could do but little ; hypocrisy, ; which 
is so thick a ^arb for half mankiiid, was iiot 
a veil of ganze to me; and, as for repent- 
ance, that was not in the reach of ordinary 
credibility. I was really in the situation of 
the Quaker^ s dog^ who, being caught in the 
fact of robbing the pantry, was told, in all 
the complacency of revenge, by his amiable 
master, "I will not beat, tfiee, nor kill thee, 
" for thy thieving ; hut I will do worsQ, for I 
^' will give thee a bad namg ;" and immediately, 
on driving him from the house, alarmed the 
neighbourhood with the calm assurance that 
he was a mad dog: so that the poor wii^^l 
was pursued with the unreflecting brut/ality 
usual on ^uch occasions, which soon put a];i 
end to his existence. You may truly apply 
this story to 

, \ Your jafFectionate, &c. 
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LETTER XLU, 



YOU must confess, as I am sure yati ve* 
Ty well knowj that one of the great arts, if not 
the prmeipal one, in acquiring/a reputation, 
as well as preserving it^ is to j know theJeztent 
of our genius, what objects iare most suitable 
td it, in; what tracfc its propensities should' Be 
conducted^ , and at what p:>intto place the.limits 
beyond which, it must venture with^ cautiohv ^ff 
well as the neplu& ultras whose barrieirs it must 
Biot y^iitupe^ to pass. The inah who possesscr . 
this knowledge, and arts according, to the dic- 
tates of it, will not fail to make a respectable 
figure, in any station,: and with any talents;: 
butiaan high station, and greai talents^ he 
may be seaireof famiUarimg his name with 
foture ages. ' 

Ambition, an ardent and specious child of 
self-love, continually urges men ta pursue ob- 
jects heyond thieir reach. Avarice, an horrid, 
unnatural cub of the same origin, and a dis- 
grace to it, takes a* track which reason dis- 
dains^ aod hohour , roust co^idisron, to ^satisfy 
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its desires. Envy delights itself in obstruct- 
ing the prosperous career of others ; and fol- 
ly, dreaming of what it cannot possess, will 

• 

aim at the wreath of wisdom. In short, an 
ignorance of ourselves, from whatever cause 
it may proceed, whether from passion or want 
of reflection, is the origth of all our mistakes 
in psnvate as well as publick^ lifck In the 
iEbriher^ the mischief may be of narrow ex- 
tent; but, in the latter, the evil, may affect, 
not onty a people, but every quarter of the 
^bue.^^ ' The grand source of diat glory which 
shone, dnd wiilr) contiQue to shine, with res^e 
plettdeat lustre on . Mr. JR^t'^ adnuhistration of 
tMs country^ till the annals of it are no more, 
was a right application of micaus to cnds^ and^ 
ambngi others of employing men according to 
tHe nature and tendency of th^eir dbairactears 
i^nd taientsu. You taust perceive tibe drift of 
my argument ;liiat it leads to the defence of 
my publick political conduct since I have suc- 
ceeded to my office in the constitution. Yo» 
tell me of application to business,' and of throw* 
ing aside a gblden sinecure as disgraceful to a 
r^al patriot. You counsel me, iii the most flat- 
tering manner, to claim an arduous post of govt 
erriment, and, by a vigilant attention.' to its du- 
ties; to make a better return for tfee'^emolui- 
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Biert» df office, thin half a dbien flowtty offlk 
tions in parHament, during a winter's sesdioxt^ 
Whkh are, in your opinion, sufficiently nh 
warded by the gratifications of my own.yani- 
ty. This, I must acknowledge, is coming att 
once, and without ceremony, to the point); 
bnt think for a moment, and ask yourself^ 
what kind of figure I should make at the desk. 
Can you imagine that it is in my nature, and, 
of course, in my capacity, to bear the oppress 
^on of such multifarious and eternal bu^ness 
as must claim the attention of an eminent o&^ 
cial statesman ? The adnprable structure of 
the British coT^stitution^ 4ts commefce, its in* 
terests, and its alliances, have been the ob- 
jects of my serious enquiry and attentive Cton* 
Bideration. I take continual occasion toWatcb 
the changing scene of its political movements; 
I form, wkh much thought, my opinions upoQ 
them : I deliver those opinions, in my ^ilato^ 
rial <^pa(^ity, to the world ; not from the sugi- 
gestions of 4 giddy hour, or from the spur of 
mometitafy vanity, but frpm curious research^ 
ardent rdiflection, and deliberate {reparations 
To this poiht, my talents, such as they are, 
m\x^t be directed; and, by having g^ven them 
in some degree their natural direction, I have 
acqiureda political repuution, which woiild 
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.be^ lost in conteAipt and derisiori; wiere thejr 
to l>c employed in the routine of of&eial' ei» 
ployment, and the perplexities df ministerial 
duty. Besides, if there be any thing which 
requires a more dian vestal's vigilance, it i$ 
the guidance of a principal wheel in the ma* 
chine of our government; and such a coming 
ual attention is foreign to my nature. I mighty 
perhapS) possess it for a certain time^ and ap* 
•ply it with zeal ; may I not add, wiih reputa> 
tion ? But my existence would he insupport^ 
^le, if the intervals of relaxation did not fre* 

jqucntly relieve m«, when 1 might retire 

■ * ■ ■ ♦ 

To tpoit with AmaryJHt fn the thtdey- 
Or tith the tapiglei of Necni't baic: . > 

There is a certain degree of phkgril abso« 
Jutely necessary to the well-being of society j 
but I possess not an atom of it. There is al* 
so ^1 ardour <jf mind that leads to national ai^ 
well as personal greatness, nor am I without 
an active flame of it ; but it burns by flashes^ 
and possesses me only in cotamon with other 
x:ontending passions, which, in their turn, com* 
mand my obedience, and are obeyed. Suffer 
;the stream^ I beseech you, to flow in those 
channels which nature has designed for it : let 
It pass on sometimes in framing eddies, and 
Sometimes with a tranquil^ wave; be i»nt:^ 
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force its angry passage through the cUvided 
mountain, your eye may soon behold its crys* 
tal surface reflect the gokJen harvests and flow* 
eiy meadows. But, should its natural course 
be changed, it would be quickly lost in bog 
>and morass; nor ever grow into that extent 
^nd grandeur of waters which many rivulets 
attain before they reach the ocean. 
- Is there not, in my own family, an imme^ 
diate circumstance of ridicule which comes in 
-aiid df tny argument ? My father, who made a 
irespectable figure as a senator^ in both Hous^ 
es of Parliament, < and possessed that theoret* 
kfe -political erudition which constituted hini an 
able counsellor of the state, was incapable, ai 
you vfeiy-Wellfenow, of counting twenty pounds ^ 
if thrown in a promiscuous heap of the differ- 
ent British coins: nevertheless, he was ap- 
pointed to preside at the Exchequer, to con- 
trive ways and means, and to run through the 
combinations of finance, without the know- 
ledge of arithmetick which is necessary to an 
overseer of the poor. And what was the con- 
sequence ? The whole nation was upon the 
titter during his short-lived administration ; 
nor does any visitor of Hagley House pass 
through the room which is adorned with the 
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Exdieqner strong-bojx^ but behcrfds Ae :<»(if^ 
ty badge and sad memorial of his mii^sierial 
honours with a sigxiificant look of woixkri or 
shrug of disapprobation! 

The sage physician endeavours to meliorw 
ate, but not to change^ the constitution of his 
patient, and infuMs, by degrees, those vrhole^ 
somC' dids which may help to lessen its iniirm<r 
ities. The same wise conduct should be puf^ 
sued in the care of mental heahh :; and to aim 
at turning the natural bem of genius is an n^ 
plication of moral quackery, whkh wiil dtr- 
stroy all iehrour of abilityv administer an^^ 
ate to the facilities of mind, bring on apaxhy 
and torpour^ and xlestroy all intellectual nerVf 
for .ever. 

> Adieu, &CV 
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^ i TAKE thr opportunity of ^a sobefr houri 
Tv4iile-' evei?y oiie of/ the society' here, except 
ifly seif^ is happy im the dehriuin. of a fox* 
chks*^ to: tell ybtt where^I am/ ^wjiatrllaia a# 
i^ut^ :aiid with wliom ei^ The sple^d 

©f a gloomy day seized upon ray spirits: ; m 1 
©rdbi^td my chaise, arid) sought thcf enlivening 
Ijospitality of > ^is maniaon. . To inGtease oTUf 
sa^^ctiOn, -who -should .arrive an houir afii^f 
ifte but your clerical friend,, whose blunt simi 
ptitity and-tuipolished. . benevolence affoxxied 
iheiir usual enteitainflaient;^ Parson Jdams^— 
fbr he has no other, name within these walls 
r~€ame on Thursday to dinner, and continue 
ed with us, in much joy of heart,, tilif Satur- 
day afternoon; when, suddenly awaking from 
ii kind of snoring doze, he made a most vo- 
ciferous and unexpected demand if it was not 
the last day of thei wejek ; and receiving, after 
some pause of astcmishnient and laughter an 
aiaswer in tlie affirmative, he arose in haste, 
<3tamin€d his pocfe^tg witb.a most anxiaus vi- 
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vacity, and then broke the cordage of the 
bell, in the violence of ringing it. Being re. 
quested to explain the meariiflg of all this 
agitation, he observed, in a tone of voice 
which betokened no small disappointment, 
that as, in truth, it was Saturday, the mor- 
row mu8\, in.the natural order of ttoif, be 
Sunday ; and as Sunday: was the Sabbaths 
day, it was fitting he should immediately rcr 
turn home, to prepare himself for the jJuties 
of it. The night approached and threatened 
darkness ; it was, therefore, .proposed to him to 
yetake the possession of hi$arm-chair>j:ipi* to 
think of business till the next morning. . ^' My 
^'good friends," replied the Doctor, " k be* 
** comes me to inform you, that my habits* 
?tion is fourteen miles distant, ;and th^t the 
^' church, where I am to officiate to-morrow 
" morning, is exactly in the mid-way ; So thati 
*'if I remain here till the time you propose^ 
*' I must ride fourteen miles to fetch'a.ser-i 
^ mon, return seven of the $ame miles to 
*' preach it, and then go over these individual 
^ seven miles for the third time to preach the 
*^ same sermon again, which I take, accords 
'^ing to common arithmetick, to be no less 
\' than twenty-eight miles ; and all this riding, 
''with double duty, wilLbe too much bptl> 
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*^ for raan and beast, I realjy thau^t," con- 
tinued our Divine, " that I had equipped my^ 
<' self with a sermon, in order to make the 
*' first church an half-way house on my re- 
*' turn to my own parish \ but I have either 
^forgot to clap my divinity in my pocket, or 
* I took i^ out accidentally with my tobacco- 
^' box in my way, and have unfortunately 
^ dropped it in the road.'* He then emptied 
all his pockets one by one, not forgetting the 
side-pocket of his breeches, turned theiji in- 
side oat, cavered the floor with B^ quanity of 
dry crumbs of bread and qhees^, looked into 
his tobacco-box, took his watch frow Ws fob, 
poked down two of hi§ fingers, examined the 
]imng of his coat^ ai^d, at lengthy with a de^p 
sigh, and an huge expectoration vpon hi3 
bia^ndkerchief, which he had thrown upon th^ 
groujvi,. he gave it up for lost, " It was" said 
be, ^^ the b^st discourse I had to my backj an^ 
^ as pretty a piece of supernaculuin a& eveij 
" was enclosed in black covers. It was divid*^ 
^^ ed;*' continued he, " into three parts ; the 
" first was taken from Clarke, the second from 
^^ Abernethy^ and the third was composed by 
** myself; and the two practical observation^ 
*^ were translated from a Latin sermon preachf- 

'^ ed and printed at Oxford, in the year of our 

A. a 
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" Lord 1735." On my observing that his dis- 
course had as many heads as Cerberus ^ he 
grew warm, and told me it was much better 
to have three heads than none at all. " But," 
added the Doctor, " if you wish to know more 
"of the matter, it had ifour beginnings, and 
"seven conclusions; by the help whereof I 
'^ preached it, with equal success, on a Christ- 
" mas-day, for the benefit of a charity, at a 
" florist's feast, an assize, an arch-deacon's 
" visitation, and a funeral, besides common 
" occasions." On this account, F — — observ- 
ed that it put him in mind of the mention made, 
in Tristram Shandy^ of a text which would 
suit any sermon^ and a sermon which would 
isuit any text. This the zealous preacher loud- 
ly declared was a false insiiiuation ; for that 
his text was steady to its post, nor had ever 
deserted it; and that whoever took him for 
a riian who would hold out a false flag, or 
change his colours, on any occasion, mistook 
His character, and did him a very sensible in- 
justice. At this period, the master of the 
house returned from a quiet but fruitless ex- 
amination of his book-case, for the purpose 
of finding, perchance, some old printed ser- 
mon which might have served the Doctor's 
purpose, p'olonged the pleasure of his socie- 
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ty, and saved him his dark and dangerous 
journey. On this disappointment, I ventured 
to remark, that, as he had given us so many 
agreeable specimens of his ready eloquence, 
it was cerjainly in his power to treat his flock 
with an extempore discourse ; and I strongly 
recommended him to adopt my idea, when he 
struck me dumb, by hinting to me, in a loud 
significant whisper, that I was mistaken in 
supposing it to be as easy a business to preach 
a sensible discourse, on a divine subject, ex- 
tempore, in a pulpit, as to talk a precipitate 
hour of flowery, frothy nonsense, on a polit- 
ical one, in the Parliament House. At this 
moment of superiority his horse was announc- 
ed, and we all attended to hear, rather than 
to see him depart, which he did with much 
horse language, and in a night of triple dark- 
ness. 

It was now seven o'clock ; our spirits^ were 
fled with the parson : we gambled a little, but 
not with sufiicient spirit to keep us awake, 
till at length supper fortunately arrived to 
change the scene ; and I had scarce dissect- 
ed the wing of a capon, when we were all 
alarmed by a voice from the court, which re- 
peated the cry of " house ! house !" with un- 
cominon vehemerjce. We left the table and 



hurried to iht hall-doof^ when the same voice 
demanded, in ih« same tofie^ whether that 
>jvas the road \o Bridgen^rth ? On a reply in 
the negative, it continued, ** E supposHj, then^ 
" I am at Da^tnpt^rt IhustJ*^ On a second 
reply in the negative^ " Then vrbere the devil 
am I?" returned the voice, for we could see 
nothing ; bu* the candles arriving, who should 
appear but our urtfoltui^ate Doctor, who, af- 
ter wandering abom the Commons for upwards 
of three hours, had, by mere <:feance, return* 
ed to us agitin, "We received hitai in triutoph, 
^aced him at the head of the table, where, 
without grace or apology, or indeed littering 
a single word, he sei^d on the best part hdC a 
fowl, with a propoitionable quantity of ham^ 
and left us to laugh and be twerry, whik he 
voraciously <Jevoured his meat, and held his 
tongue. At length, observing that his clay 
Wanted moistening, and that punch was a flu- 
id the best adapted of any mher to his soil, 
he did not delay an instant to quench his 
thirsty frame from 3. large bowl of that re* 
ireshing beverage. The cords of his tongue 
Were now loosened, and he informed us, that 
Providence, having, as he supposed, for wise 
and good purposes, intimated to him, by a va* 
riety of obstructions, that he should not ^is- 



charge his usual functions on the morrow, h 
became him to shew a due resignation to the 
will of Heaven^ and) therefore, he should send 
his flocks to grass on the approaching Sabbath. 
In a similar strain he continued to entertain us, 
till, wearied with laughter, we were glad to re- 
tire, llie ne^t mfoming it was hinted to him 
that the company dkl not wish to restrain him 
4&x>m attending upon the divine service of the 
^rish: but he declared that it would be add** 
-ing con<tempi to neglect, if, when he had ab«> 
t&ented hitoself fnnn his own churches, he 
dhould go to any 6ther» This curious etiquette 
iie strictly obserred ; and we passed a Sabbath, 
contrary, I fear, hoih to law and gospeL 

In the fultiess of his heart, our divine has 
^ven us an invitation to dine with him at his 
pawonagc on Thiirsday next. I expect infi* 
nitc entertainment from the pat^ty; and you 
may tJepetrd, by -the succeeding post, to re- 
^ceive the best hash tjf it which the cookery 
of ihy pen can aSbrd yoii. In the mean time, 
and at all 6mes, I remain 

Year's most affectionately. 
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LETTER XLIF. 



THE visit is paid, and more than. an- 
swered the warmest expectatipns which could 
be formed in its favour. Our Reverend Host 
had insisted, not a la mode de Scarron^ • that 
^ach of his guests should bring his dish, but 
that they should individually i^ame it. This 
easy preliminary was readily complied with, 
and it was my lot to give birth to as excel- 
lent a plumb-puddipg as ever snipked upon ^ 
a table ; which, from my adoption, he is re- 
solved, in future, to call a Lyttleton^ You 
4Bce. what honours wait upon me, and to what 
solid excellence my title is assimilated. F— •— 
had named a goose, whic)i he immediately 
christened after its godfather, who did not 
quite relish the joke, and could hardly force 
a laugh, when the rest of the company vf ere 
bursting. The whole me^l was a very com- 
fortable one ; and the Doctor produced us no 
small quantity of very tolerable wine: his 
punch was grateful to the nostrils ; but he had 
made it in a large pewter vessel, so like a two 
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handled chamber-spot^ that my resolution was 
not equal to the applying of it td itay palate; 

On its being ob'seirved that hfe must have 
taken no small pkittS to procui»e all ^ the good 
things beforeus, he dfeclared 4hal no ttouble 
had attended any onfe article but the pudding, 
which, he said, had almost destro j^ed a pair 
of black plush breeches, in riding round the 
country to learn how it should be made in per- 
fection. " You cannot be ignorant^ fjfay Lord,'^ 
continued our Di^n^^' addressing himself par- 
ticularly to me, " thdt £l plumb.pvtdding is no- 
^* thing more than a ptodding^ however it may 
** be composed, tv^ith plut»bs added to the oth- 
^^er ingredients ; butv appi-elleitidve that the 
<^ ordinary skill of ourltottidy kif^ieri^ in this 
^« particillar, might Hdt be agraedbk -^to: «rrch 
" refined' palates asyd&r's;* I resolved tx) trav-^ 
" erse the Whole neighbcJurhood in order to 
^' obtain all necessary intel%eixce. ( Every 
^Meamed person, to idiom I applied,, agreed, 
" as your Lordship may suppose, ia the es- 
'* sential articles of flour arid .water, milk and 
" eggs, suet ind plumbs, or raisiris ; but the 
'^ variety of o^er articles, which -were seve- 
" rally recommended, filled two pages of^ my 
" memoraridum-bobk, -and drove ine almi9st-to 
^^ despair. In the multitude of^ Counsellors^ I 



^^di4not, according to the prorerbi findwis^ 
^' dom, but coafusioiw I iva« successively, al- 
" tematcly, and separately advised the addi- 
" tion of rtim, brandy, wipe, strong beer^ spices 
^'of every sortj chopped liye.r^ and Holland'? 
*' gin. With this load of ?nultifarious intelli- 
*' gencq, I hastened tp thje wai^^t town, fur- 
^' nished myself with every ingredient my own 
*' littte storcrhouse did not pos^ss, and return^ 
^^ ed home jaded, fadguedy and my pockets lad* 
^ en with the produce of ^1 quarters of the 
'^ globe. BW another important labour^ ' added 
the Dp<jtflr, ^^^flupeecj^^ in; ^ qoiisultation a^ 
" bout the choiCft and due inode of ap|)lying the 
^^ hoard o£gfcc»*j?y andt variety ©f liquors whkh 
" wjer* di^f^yed in fbrtniOS th$ kitchen dres- 
^^ ser I it ^**s a sole«n . b»siflessi for the Lord 
^^had totnmandeddu . Gon«ultatioh, however, 
^^ begot diflfetenoe of opiiwm, aad difference of 
"opinion brought ton di^pote ; so that I was 
" at lengih, bbligedi to interpqse my authority 5 
"and, to shortenr the busiaess^ I ordered all 
" the various artides, - consisting of more than 
*' a dozen in number,; to be etofdoyed without 
" favour or affection. The motley mixture 
" was accordingly made, itnd, as every person 
^* consulted seemed tp agree, that the longer 
" it boiled the better it would prove, I ordered 
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*^il to be plit into the pot at midnight^ imd 
*' sent iw: a fmnous nurae in the neighbour-^ 
^' hood IP riit lip; with il^ and^ with a vestal -s 
^^ Yigilamee, to keep in the fire :till the laipily 
f^ arose. In this state of concodian the pud- 
•^idirig Teqiained till ^ftck* the arrival of this 
^^ good cottipany, who,! hopCy will be go pre^ 
^'judicediia its, favouty from the Herculean 
^^ labour which produced i k, as 4b attack its 
f' circumference with! Her^cufean appetites."— 
Herq emied the culinary oration, and, as I 
before observed, the sul^ect of it^ contained 
unrivalled excellence ; and, though we laugh* 
ed at it and over it, ,we did not fail to cause a 
very apparent ^ diminution of ita ample diwen- 
bions. Thus, Imy dear iEriend, we eat and 
laughed, ^and drank and laughed, till night 
stole imperceptibly - upon tis; when our hos- 
pitable 'host informed us, that he had two 
beds and a cradle in Ma own house, and that 
he had prepared three others at two neigh- 
bouring farmers : so that we ^ might be at rest, 
-as to our lodging, "nor like 'him encounter the 
perils of a darksome night. The squires, add- 
cd he, must adjourn to my neighbours^ ; my 
two beds will serve the peer and the baronet, 
fl:nd I myself will take to the cradle. Now, 

this cradky which caused us no^ little mirth, 

/ 3 b 



ktnA will, I presume^ have ^ siid^r effedt tip* 
en you, who are acquainted with the huge 
figure which was to occupy it^-— this cradle, I 
say, is a most excellent moveable for a small 
thouse. It is made of a sufiicieht ^ze .to hold 
ah infant six feet in length, can be placed an^^ 
where, and will enable an hosptable spirit to 
supply a friend with a lodging when his beds 
are engaged. If I had not been fearful of af^ 
£(;ontingour Divine^ I should have indulged 
my curious fancy by going to roost in it ; but 
ihe best bed was prepared for me, and thd 
fine Holland sheets, which, probably, had not 
been taken out of the sweet-scented press for 
many a month, were spread for my repose: 
jtior would my slumbers have been suspended 
for a moment, if the linen hdd not produced 
30 strong an effluvia of rosemary, that I al- 
most fancied myself in a coffin, and wrapped 
in a winding-sheet* But fatigue: soon got the 
better of fancy ; . and I awoke ihe next morn- 
ing to life and spirits, but not to immortality. 
Before I bid yoii adieu^ permit me to add a 
lingular example' of cbmpUmentary repartee, 
which our friendly host, very unex^pectedly^ 
addressed to me, previous to out departure. 
, As I . was locking out of the parlour win- 
,dow, from whence nothing is to be seen but 



m black, dreary heath, he asked me Ho^ 1 
liked the prospect* I answered, that, from 
its wild appearance, '^Nebuchadnezzar had 
been doomed to pasture in his environs, he 
must have died of ^bwiger. And if that 
prince, replied the Doctor, had been sentenc- 
ed to have passed his savage years in your 
park at Hagley^ he need not have regretted 
the toss of a throne, or wished a return to 
the enjoyment of his human &inctiqns;r JM 
this period of self-importance, which^ in the 
very description, returns upon Im^, .you ca% 
not be ^urpri2^ if i take my IciaTC* 
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: . IT- gimrds tae /no small ^tts&^tLm toibie 
liAsuredy that diy (turo Ikstlettors iiave ^fforddd 
^dti ithe satista^timrr^ it was their ojBIcg to coni^ 
siatiicate. ni^e nival Dii;^ |>ki.ys a>m<>stva<JU 
xnirable pa« iii the jOfVial interludes of proi 
vincidlL society. It is a pleasant circumstance 
to meet occasionally with a man, whose hu- 
mour, sense, and foible are so blendecl, that, 
while he possesses the pleasant mixture of 
simplicity and vanity which bars him froisi 
distinguishing when you laugh with him or at 
him-^you may give a loose to the whole of 
your mirthful dispositions, without any re-^ 
straint from the fear of giving offence. Our 
Reverend friend told B*^ •— , that he is in no 
small disgrace with his parishioners for enter- 
taining so great a sinner as I am ; and that 
one of them, who had seen me at Kiddermin" 
sterj declariJs throughout the neighbourhood 
that I have a cloven-foot. I am not without 
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i3^«i|)ectafioiis "tliatreqiial v6tft:bers urillbe 
produced for my tail dnd hom^ and diira^thc 
devil Will be 4o^leie«~ /. 

1 Ax lengdi^ :die giavfe and anxious? occup&# 
tions:^of worlA^3 wisdom succeed ,to ihiith. and 
jdU^. Thcr.iiaAeTbsrbf money, jimdf the value 
of; litfes^ t^gt^ih^r* wiih' t^^ and[ sfaasnndes^ 
arei the subject ^f ttyr present 'mcsd^atioi^.*-^ 
TD.^expbub mys^ff ^^I am^ cbftsideringi a plaii 
:^c^asing» mfr.c^f^4^t1^ jointt^fes^o the 
two dowager ^ Lady liyttletons— *f6r ^ they am 
hoth rWf in £k£t«— dly .iriakingxa, purchase of e^ 
quivalent annuities £>r their ^wduMei lives*-^ 
Fortune has been, kind to me, and,X wSl for 
cmce will your apiplause, ^y applying her;gifts 
to- sensible purposes. To use. a .news-paper 
species of portraiture, what think you bf the 
picmre of a, young nQbleman offering the fa- 
vours of fortune on the al^ar of wisdom, by 
dfiei .present Lord Lyttletm ?^^^ ^ It this idea 
shouki^be completed*--«^Bd) I^a^ur^ yoti^ (he 
dead 0ok)urln(g^is disappearing ap^jd^— will 

you place the -paiifiting in ^e cabinet of your 
mind, in the room of the picturef which you 
designed,; ^d hai% -so often retoiiched, of 
^t sejf-satoe liobleraan saerififcing the gifts 
dC 62^1^ '^ Iblly,' vice, and intemperfece. 



• I trast aiid ' believe^ that a sordid thirst ^^^ 
ter jmcokcy wUl never be added to the^ cata*? 
logue of my failings. It is true, that the lovo 
a£ i^ay proceeds from the desire of gaiii ; land 
is, therefidre^said to bejfdunded on an^vari^^ 
cious pnn6]|de, If this he fact, avarice, is thc^ 
pnivetsal : passion ; , for li /Will venture toi ; a& 
firm, that^more. or less, . we are:all gamesters^ 
by ^atu^e. . But the desire of wtnoing moneys 
ht the sake, of ^pj^nding . it, , ai;id encrea^ing 
the joys, of li£s, Js one thiqg } .^d the ardour 
of a£({uinng i^ i^ ordco: .to- lock it up, ^90^ 
Knderiit useless, is smother^ ... . i 

Mtmmooy t^e leaii erected ipirit Ibtt f(41 
Ffom Heav'xS : for e*ca in B^av'n bia Itiuokt and (hou^HU 
'Were al#ayt dovdwardt bent, admiring more 

The ricliet4>f AeaVea't pevemenv trodden gokl» « >. 

Than ought divine or holy else enjpy'd 
' la Tiiiott beaUfick. ' ? ! 

I remain, most truly, tjcc* - 

I cannot, atLpresew, givfe a. correct! answer: to*. 

, yqur enqu«y ; : but, feota the recollection o£ 
the Qwment, the only > in^iiptions .written* 
or corrected. by my.fatheri in the Tiemple; 
ef Priti^h. wprthies, at Slow,- ar^, those fee- 
. neath the Bustos^ c^ Lpfk^t JP<^i and ,»i5 
Jfohn Barnard: but I wUJ t?ike. an opportu-s 
iiity of satisfjdng yo>i m^A IPQK aoejuatj*. 
information. - 
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LETTER XLVI. 



A ,T)y no means, deserves your pity ; 
fttid the conduct which I have, of late, used, 
and shall continue to use, towards him, arises 
from my perfect knowledge of his character, 
and the remembrance of his former treatment 
bf rmyself I told you long ago, when my 
feu^rUsh hung its heid, that, high as this gen-^ 
^eman then bore himself, the time would 

V- 

coime when he would haag his head in his 
turn, and bend hi§ back for me to tread upon, 
AH this and more is now come to pass, 

Yqu express your surprize that he does not 
discover some degree of resentment dn the 
pecasion of his journey to Hagley. The feVer 
of that business flushed him with no small 
J^pe, and the succeeding ague shook him 
with disappointment } but he had the pru- 
dence to conceal his symptoms, and I left 
him to cure himself; He may bluster in a 
guard*room with new-commissioned fensigns, 
^nd^ in the - leisure of a tilt-yard duty, may 
We^ve. fanciful wreaths of future fajne ; nay, 
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he may venture to give his name to the world 
in a news-paper, or the title-page of a miser- 
able poem; biit the pisowess of our hero will 
go no farther. If I were to bid him go to thef 
Pomona of Hocknel ier a pippin, he would 
not hesitate a moment, and would bum his 
iingcrs wilHngly in roasting it ; 4nd^ wUen I 
had eaten the pulp,' he would content himself 
with the core* 

r AH this my litlte Greek exietly kaftwi J 

An4 hii. him gQ it hfil^ to h^ll h^ got§m ' • 

if, however, yotir obstinate btimanitjr should 
look towsfrds such ah objedt, have a Uttle pa* 
tiencei and he will give you an opportunity 
for die full exercise of it* I am in the secret ; 
but I shall not gratify his vanity by betraying 
it. After all, I find him c^nvenknt ahd to 
toy purposfe. He is ready, submissive^ and 
flot With<)ut amusement. If he werd to die, 
I should say with *S/iait^^j&mnf, I iould ha^e 
better spared a better man. 

At this momem,^^ fee is sitting on the Othe* 
side of my tabk, in the act of making sorn^ 
of his own bad poetry worse, in which agree- 
able business, I may, perhaps, be kind eriotigh 
to give him some assistance. If ou. would not, 
probably, have suspected hitn in so close a 
vicinity to me ; but4t is the fact : and -when I 
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have folded up my letter, he shall enclose it 
in its envelope^ and set the seal to this certifi- 
cate of his 0\vLti\^aQ4.qU'5tlltic5;-^nay, I will 
make him direct it into the bargain. Your 
pence, it is tfiu^j wiU j&uffer for this whim of 
mine, but the ffevenue will be a gainer ; a cir* 
pmmisjtajsfie : whidi • m\ist:sajisfy y(iii asr a^patri- 

0t,;Qjft jib&.tj?9lsri|!oliti^^ jft^kipg folii?9 

produfftiyef to the. -State. You may obs^rye^ 
boswBMliry 4n4^withv§0iRe:re^^^ jl^at every 
^e sJ|o^][d pay f(^ his own* ^Ta^uch a re- 
imkl ^)C«..-npto^tq,.aps!wer, W that I a^a 
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aftd 2ttii modbr dattered that j]p% cah lek^f&iht 
society of yo&r friend C—^-^foftlt8'5fifcfc6'ibf 
yteltSng to my solicitatibiis. Is -h 6e^d«d: lihft 
r^aeh of yeiJr iriflii*n?c^ ^ptrmi^ MvA^'tib 
aceorapany you ? 1 am appfeh^n*ivey 4hathfe 
may have some *cftiples in being a guest of 
mine ; but, if he will accord me that honour, 
I will assume the virtue, though I have it 
not, and l^e shall find nothing chez moi which 
shall give the least offence to the tranquil pu- 
rity of his character. Perhaps you will be 
my guarantee upon the occasion. We were 
at Eton together, though not in any particu- 
lar intimaicy ; and since that time I had once 
the pleasure of dining with him. I happened 
by chance to be present when he proposed to 
give an Etonian dinner: his politeness led 
him to invite me and the party was most 
pleasant and classical. A particular circum- 
stance of it I shall never forget. One of the 
company, who had done honour to his table 



bf inducing a very voracious appetite, when 
the desert was served, thjo^^^t proper tQ re* 
collect the deficiency of a dish of fish whjbh 
had been promised hina^, apdf M the trup^y^n 
of gorg^ disappoiataepti i^prp^hed j^mr 
frieadfor his forgetfiikiesp. The mply lims 
lingular, afifepting^ :^(i, xq ^ ^egt fpf xfyy *e?^ 
collection, as follows : " When I met you ikil^ 
.^* morniiig^- V,^i^ M^X m >.m ' ^ '^^ I wa6|nrac^d- 
*Mng to T^?ir^d'-^ifor the:|)wpwe of iCKpend^ 
^' iag m ^ll^ed uti&e oq ^ Ttiirl^ot ; bwt, ;^ 
^'few tmnutes after, I recdhrad an unwilHng 
^' appUcatton fr<3^ a very distceOTcd person^ 
5' to whom a g]uunea was fao: more tnecc8sat|r 
"tbaii the i^ition of oijkg particular idish to a 
^'plentiful dvm^r would be to you, attd yom 
** very wdl fcniw tfee strict regulati^tfis jqrf »y 
^^ Excheqiaet. Jfe is true," contiai>kcd he., *' t^a* 
"you hav« lost your fish; butit is 'equaHgf 
<^ true, tfeat, from the same qbs^sh^j, .a poor un- 
*^ fortunate fcUow-cceature ha^ lost his ide^padr^ 
"Besides^ the rdi«h of the Tui^t ma^iiaw 
f* tengrb^en superceded en ydusr palate, and I 
^^ :have added a pteasure to my hjeait sviuoh iwili 
^ ;la*sl; for ever;' ' He eixpreswd Jaimse tf <with 
mufoh tiKMre ease and sdmphd^ rthan i have 
doiie ; aad Ivim^} ^a&eted, ^tj^, liiad il ddnen 
e»|oyed my present affludricey l^ishould hsLtt 



212 

instantly subscribed to hospitals, and gone tt^ 
bout in search of doing good. But, alas ! these 
thoughts, morally speaking, of my better days^ 
have been rendered fruitless in the succession 
of ^vil habits ; and I know not where I shall 
find a restorative, unless the society o^ your 
friend should renew its former influence over 
tec* - • 

Another circiunstance of a very different 
nature occurs to me from the recollection of 
that day's pleasure. Poor yohn Dameir was 
one of the company. He has madfe k strange 
exit in a strange manner. We wetfe at Eton 
land in Italy together, and at subsequent peri- 
ods in the habits of friendly connection. — 
Few of those who knew hiirt have been more 
gloomily affected by the melancholy event than 
tiiy self. I have been informed, that the King 
h&s ex^rtfed his royal influence to prcvelit the 
publication of David ^i/wi^'^ posthumous trea- 
tise in defence of self-murder. I am well con- 
vinced that his Majesty has acted with his ac- 
customed regard to the welfare of his peojde, 
in procuring the suppression of a work dan- 
gerous to society, and in direct opposition ^6 
evangelical precept 2 but, for my own part^ I 
canndt conqeive, that any man, in this period 
of the* world,, could ever be argued into pxjtj- 
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ing a willing etidi td hteeiist^ce, unless som« 
cir<?umstances of ill-fortune, some malady of 
the mind, or some torturing disease, of the bo- 
dy more than co-operated .with the arguments 
of the reasoning &talist. Mdntcsquieu does 
not write like himself upon the subject ; and 
Rousspa^y/who seems purposely hot. to answer 
his own arguments ;in favour of suicide,, de- 
fend^ it with isemimenfc instead of reasQU.^— 
Many examples are given, ia the works of dif» 
ferent writers^ - of amazing coolness in the act 
of self-destruction, which represent the stroke 
as having been given in youths health, and 
prosperity. I cannot trust to i^ppearances * in 
these or any similax exujnples ; nor can I be- 
lieve, that the mens sana in corpore sano^vfixh 
the comforts of life, ever could submit ta'an 
act of such dreadful uncertdnty. L have, 
sometimes, taken up the argument in favour 
of self-murder, by way of supporting an opin- 
ion, exercising a talent, or convincing a fool ; 
but 1 will honestly acknowledge, that the 
weakest ' of inyf antagonists have ever got the 
better of me on this subject, though I might 
not perhaps publish my conviction.; Virgil's 
picture of the after-misery of those whose 
hands have given a prematurity to their end. 
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would stagger the utmost so|>h^tfy of erring 
tcason# . 



-QoMn velteBt mtkttt in alto 



PaopetieiQ pati ct dnrot pgt(errc laboret t , 

Despair, as it arises from yery di£FerenC and 
opposite causes, has various and distinct apt 
pearances. It has its rage, its gloom, and ils 
indifference ; and while, under the fbnnet, its 
operations acquire the name o£ madness^ vtni 
der the latter it bears die title of philosophy. 
Poor yohn Darner was no phi^sopher, and 
yet he seems to have te^enhis leap in the 
dark with the mark;s bodi of an £p&ciurean and 
a Stoick. He acted his part with coobiess^ 
and sought his prepar atioa in the mirthx>f a 
brothei. 

This is an awful subject; and, in casting 
my eye over wiiat I have hastily written upon 
it, I observe some inaccuracies which I should 
be glad to correct But it is not my office, 
nor is it in my pretensions, to instruct ymi. 
When you are here, I will amtisc you With a 
pamphlet, which, widiout that particular otcwj 
is a complete physical^ or rather anatomical, 
reply to those who . defend the right of sel£^ 
murder. It is a treatise on the Ganglions ^ 
the Nerves J by a Doctor Johnstprw^ sl physi- 
cian in my neighbourhood. It is written with 
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the pen of a scholar, and possesses through- 
out almost perspicuous ingenuity. This gen- 
tleman attended my father in his last illness ; 
and was not only his physician, but his con- 
fessor. 

Your letter to me consists of four lines, and 
3[ have ; returned ^i many pages. This' kind 
o£)lU^al interest is iiotaft^r my usual fash- 
i[aiiij^but your kindness deserves: an hundred 

3 Your af&ctionatc^ 8cc;):)nc,o 
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>[YDU are nophe xmly one of: my.iaatiy 
criticising friends, who liave expccsteji ^their 
sur{)riad au my takihgc so kiridly to the!*Sjf/f7y 
JD^//, and becoming so dead to rural, mai^ifi- 
cence^d to ^neglect Wa^/^y 5 gaudy scene and 

proud domain. C H ^ in one of her 

visits to this place, told me that I looked like 
a toad in a hole. Be that as it may, it is 
shady, elegant, convenient, luxuriant, and 
snug ; a term peculiar to English comfort, and 
not translated into any other language. Be- 
sides, a villa is a necessary appendage to that 
rank whose dignity you so often recommend 
me to maintain ; and in what spot could a Brit- 
ish peer find a more delightful retreat than 
mine, to solace himself in the interval of pub- 
lick duty ? Or where is the Mgerian grot, in 
whose auspicious solitude he could better hold 
his secret counsels with the guardian Genius 
of his country. But, badinage apart, its vi- 
cinity to the metropolis is one of its principal 
recommendations ; and, to a man of my ten- 
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dencles, a cottage at Pimtico is preferabk to a 
palace in the distant counties* Here I find 
no inconvenience in a rainy day : the means 
of dissipating a glodmy temper are within my 
beckon^ If I wish to be alon^^ I can sl;iut tny 
gates and exclude the world ; or, if I want 
society, my post-chaise will quickly b^ar me 
hence, or fetch it here* On the contrary—* 
Hagley^ Which is certainly an Eiysian scenes 
uniting ift itself grandeur, beauty, and jcSonve* 
liierice, docs not possess any of these advan- 
tages ; and I might die there of. emiui^ before 
any thing like the necessary remedy could be 
found. In that spot, all dejightfial as it is, I 
cannot enjoy the advantage of" the society 
which 1 prefer ; not, when I am tired of com- 
pany, is it pdsBible for me to be alone." The 
neighboui3iood is extremely populous:; mamat 
facturing towns sinrround me on all jsides ; 
turn-pike roads envirqniae ; atid the piioi;|m(a 
from every window in my house glsyrei with 
such a variety- of intruding ©bjqets, that i 
have been often thankful to /the shades: of 
night for giving m:e to tfanquiflity 4hd to my* 
Self. Besides, the parish-cHu^ch is in ifiy 
park 5 and 1 have more than once awoke from 
brilliant dreams, by the caciling of gosdps in 
full trot to a fehristening; nay, I have sottie.- 
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times shuddered to see on my splendid lawns 
the dirges due and sad array of the rustick fu- 
neraL But this is not all. Coaches full of 
travellers of all denominations, and troops of 
holiday neighbours, are hourly chasing me from 
my apartments, or, by strolling about the en- 
virons, keep me a prisoner in it. The lord 
of the place can never call it his for a day du- 
ring the finer part of the year. Nor am I 
proud, as others have been, of holding my- 
self forth to the complimentary envy of those 
wha oome to visit it. My pride is not of that 
complexion; and the consciousness of pos- 
sessing the first place of its kind in Europe, 
is a sufficient satisfaction to me, without shew- 
ing any preference to it as a rural residence* ' 
The. little ; spot from whence I have the plea- 
giwre to address you, has won my fondest at- 
tachment. H*— -r- left me this morning. We 
passed the whole of yesterday evening in-^ 
Inarching into the nature of the soul-, and con- 
triving ways and means for the final dissolu- 
tion of the world We are neither of us 
qualified to make any great figure in astrono- 
my or metaphysicks^ nevertheless,, we became 
very familiar with the heavenly bodies, and 
discoursed, with a most imposing gravity, on 
tnatter and spirit. We exercised all our inge- 
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nulty to find out in what part of the human 
fraine the souL had fixed her abode, but were 
totally unable to make the discovery, till our 
friend, with his usual singularity of thought, 
determined it to be in every part where there 
is sensation, and, particularly, in those parts 
where sensation is most exquisite. But, as it 
is much easier to pull down systems than to 
establish them, we destroyed the globe, and 
all that it inherits, with surprising expedition. 
A comet was seized upon by both of us, at 
the same moment, as the engine to be employ- 
ed in the tremendous conflagration. The con-, 
test for the. originality of this idea was carried 
on, with equal zeal between us, for some time, 
which my antagonist concluded by introducing 
another very interesting subject for enquiry : 
Whether the great day of judgment was to 
precede, accompany, or follow this great event 
of the world's dissolution ? In the course of 
his harangue, he rose to such a fervour of 
thought, delivered such forcible language, and 
intermingled such striking expressions from 
the scriptures, that he grew pale beneath his 
own conceptions. The alarm was contagious, 
and made my blood curdle in its veins* I 
verily believe, if a rattling thunder-storm had 
immediately followed his oration, that our 
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ecoafusicMi would b*ve been too serious to hfevt? 
admitted of an aicknowledgment. The two 
ladies, who composed our audience, were 
thrown into such a tarrour of mind, that I be» 
gan to apprehend the evening's amusement 
would have concluded in sending two hatid- 
some and useful women to the Magdalen. My 
house, with all its advantages, is not calcula- 
ted fpr the actual work of conjtrition, though 
it may prepare the way for it; and if such a 
scene of repentance had really happened, it 
would have constituted an s^ra in my life suf- 
ficient to seduce the attention of miankind 
from all the past singularities of k. 

I remain, &c. ^ 
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LETTER XLJX. 



MY DEAR ' . y 

1 HAVE obeyed your commands, and 
read, with a very continued attention, Des 
Recherches sur le Despotisme Oriental. ' The 
author is a person of considerable erudition, 
active thought, and lively imagination. He 

steers his vessel with no common address on 

• . • • • ■ 

the ocean of conjecture, and I have beheld 
his course with much admiration. But though 
he may help to forward an advanced progress 
in infidelity, I cannot flatter him with the 
supposition that he alone has ever made an 
infidel. The paradox of primitive theocra- 
cies, I belkve, is not anew one, though he 
may have given it a novelty of examination, 
and branched it forth into a variety of n6w 
ramifications. A writer, who strikes at the 

very root of sacred history, which has been 
an object of fashh to so great a part of the 

more enlightened world for such a course of* 

ages, and jiosses&es the support of collateral 

tradition, as wdll as a supernatural strength 

of internal evidence— such an author, I say, 

^should {>Toduce something more than hypothe- 



sis, though supported by the most colossal 
strength of human erudition : nay, it may not 
be the least, among the many arguments, in 
favour of the sacred writings, that nothing 
but hypothesis can be brought against them. 
A faith of some thousand years is not to be 
destroyed by the elaborate, but artificial con- 
jectures of a modem infidel. I will oppose 
to your ingenious Frenchman the learned Mr. 
Bryant, of our own country, whose late sple;i- 
did publication is an honour to our age and 
nation. The Gallic injGidel must sink into 
nothing before the veteran abilities of oyr 
English believer. — These casual thought^, xny 
dear friend, are my own; and you may be 

assured, that I Jiave not stolea them fipm ai>y 
pious page of my father's manuscript lucu- 
brations. 

But I shall quit a subject, which is not in 
the ordinary line of my enquiries, and wl^reon 
I can only hazard a few occasional thoilglit^, 
from the uninformed reflections of tlie mo- 
ment, to thank you for the very judicious and 
elegant manuscript which you have intrusted 
to my perusal. It has all my praise.^ The 
dialogue is natural ; the language chaste ^ the 
characters finely discriminated ; the sentiiiients 
admirably appropriated;, and thC) iHor^lj.if :I 
may use the expression, irresistibly proposed- 
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to the busfti^ss and bosom of the reader. I 
will hope that you wiU continue td gild ryour 
leisure-hduTS with such delightful amuse- 
ments) and that your philanthropick spirit will 
give them to instruct and improve mankind. 

What think you of bringing Mrs. Montagu 
and Misis Carter tipori your charming theatre? 
The similarity of those ladies' characters in 
some points, and their dissimilitude in others ^ 
Would be finely portrayed by your pen^ and 
might .give you ah opportunity of determining 
the just merits and standard of a literary fe- 
male* The dne is an highly-instructed, ac- 
eomplished woman, possessed of great afflu- 
ence, who indulges herself in a chaste display 
of fashionable as well as literiary elegance^ 
makes her drawing-room the Lyceum of the 
day, maintains a luxurious hospitality for' the 
votaries of that science which she loves, and 
patronizes the learning which she herself has 
adorned. The other, in a state of contented 
mediocrity, is humble as though sl^e knew 
nothing, while she 'is not only the nK>stleanied 
yftomzn of any age, but<>ne of the most learn- 
ed persons of that in which she lives. The 
piire, sublime genius, which never swerves' 
from virtue, accompanies her in the paths of 
rigid discretion^ and is contented to slumber,^ 
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while its favourite votary is employed in the 
daily, habitual exercise of domestick duties.—- 
This colloquy should take place between Jus- 
tice^ accompanied by Vanity enforcing reward^ 
and Merit attended by Modesty, wha will 
scarce suffer an acceptance. They must be 
made to contend, not for their own, but each 
other's genius and virtue ; and the scene may 
conclude with a well-decorated notice of that 
handsome independence which the former has 
attached to the valuable life of . the latter. Thes 
whole.^ in your hands, will form a most chtec^ 
taining, instructive, andexemplary picture.*-*-! 
Forgive my impertinence, I beseech ymi} 
but the idea came across .me, and I coul4 m)t 
resist the vanity of offering it. to you.. : 

After all, except in some lew instances, I 
am not very partial to Jkeraty iadies : they ai?ey 
jen^rally^ erf an impwtincnt, encroadung dis^ 
po$itk)n ; aftd almost always bring to my mind 
th^ female ^tromm^f .whoy after applying 
her no^umAl teksc^jpe^ £w a long series of 
months, and had railsed the jeabusy, as weU 
as the $xpectatio)]tSi of the male star-g^ers^ 
declared h» only obfect was to discover if 
there were men in thi^ m^oti* r 
I »i6, with grea^ regard 

and admiratjioxit &c« 
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I AM ntJt so dull of appreh«ision as to • 
be decewtd by your elegant irony on the 
drawings dF naked figures which you Rave ad- 
fcidentally seen in their preparation for my 
cabinet. As works of art they have a '<ilaim 
to real admiration, as being exquisite copies 
of nature in her most beautiful and interesting 
appearances This you readily acknowledge ; 
biit sean rather to hint at the very great im« 
propriety of suffering such representations tol 
be held forth to publick view. In the ap|:flica*- 
tion^ at least, t^s idea i^< y<i\ir Lordship's iisi 
somewhat 6rroii€ous:^h^se^ designs ira ^^ 
tined tabe the ornaments of my private d^iss- 
ing room, saWcttan smvtorumy into which they 
alone are adniitted^ whose steady virtue 9r ejt- 
pcriencc of the worfd wiltehable them to look, 
without any immoral sensatioriy 6n thefH<^ork$ 
of a far more lascivious pentil tlian thaS which 
I have employed. 
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The arguments which you have directed 
against my drawings, might be turned, with 
no small success/* against the creative arts of 
painting and sculpture, I really feel a vast 
wei^t of matter rushing upon me ; but, for 
your sake, I will resist its impulse, and ac- 
knowledge with you, that a different species of 
decoration is more suitable to comthon aptot- 
ments, where promiscuous companies t>£ ei- 
ther sex and every age ay^ recfivjed; thopgh 
a copy pf Titian's Fen^s ^nd thp naked bipys 
of JOominichina grace your rwith«;d^awing- 
room; not forgetting the sacrifice to Pr^ap^s^ 
which is a principal Tornament of your library,. 
You have had the precaution, . jt is true, to 
hang a curtail before the fpripf r, whiqh, I dp 
insist by, temptingj the guess of) cyrious and 
sportive fancies^ . to say no Wprse,^^ a p^ore 
aetiaal pipfnoter of jblu&hing rejleietions, tha» 
^e most op^niP«f)0sUiReiof thog^ n^fe^ pharms 
that are obscui^d by it. Indep<iiJ jtny Lordj 
your^s is a false dejicacy as appl^4 tp JjOLe^ and ' 
unjust as prpoeecftng fjro®^ ope^^Q ishipiLself 
g^iilty of sijnilar wd even woi^sfi prsjcjticjps. ^ I 
reallycshould h^e s|jppqsed, thaf an end^us^- 
asmljor the fine arte, and the r/^peatedtpur of 
Italy, ^¥rould hare taught you b^tter^ The 
elegantium formarum spectator is .a character, 
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that, I should imagine, wouid ever command 
your esteem: nor could it have entered into 
my belief, that you, who. look with such fre. 
quent admiration on your fine set of engravf 
ings after, if I mistake not, the Duke of Marl- 
borough's valuable cabinet of antique gems, 
would have ventured at any thing like a re- 
monstrance on my far more inanimate seraglio* 

The unfledged youth, who begins to feel 

« 

an unknown something running throxigh his 
veins, for a short time might be affected by 
such unveikd representations ; but to men of 
our age and experience, they would rather 
serve to^ create indiflference, by continually 
presenting ta us images of those objects, 
whose novelty is one of the principal causes 
of their influence upon us. Some of the an- 
cient nations exhibited the different sexes na- 
ked to each other, in order to smother that in- 
flammatory sensibility of nature, which you 
suppose the paintings of naked beauty, con- 
tinually befoire my eyes, must be capable of 
continually inspiring. Upon my word, you 
give me a combustible ten^parament which I 
do not possess; and, if you judge of me, in 
this particular, from yourself, I give your 
Lordship joy of the very great advantage you 
have over me. Without entering further into 
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the argument^ wbtdi> if duly {nirsiled, of ^ 
moderate letter wcmld make a long treatise, I 
shall only observe, that the node c^ dress, 
now adopted by our women of fashion, is 
more seducing and imflammatory, and has a 
more direct tendency to call forth loose affec^ 
tions in our sex, than any paunted represen- 
tation of female beauty, though finished by 
the exquisite pencil of Titian himself. Your 
Lordship's Fenus reposes, with little interrup- 
tion, behind her curtain ; while the ladies of 
the world unfold to every eye that share of 
their charms which are best calculated to se-> 
duce it, and to fill the fancy with the idea of 
more winning beauties, which the mantle of 
fashion does not, as yet, disdain to coven 

I called at your door to laugh with you up- 
<m the sufagiect of your reproof; and, though 
ycfti had taken your flight to Bath, I was re- 
solved that you should not escape me.— Per- 
haps you have not heard of Cosway^s misfor- 
tune. In a pitched battle with his monkey ^^ 
he has been completely wori^ed, and now 
keeps his bed from the wounds he received in 
the combat I have, however, the pleasure 
to tell you, that the hand of your little i?a- 
phml has escaped the fury of his antagonist, 
and is stiU! reserved to delight every lover oi 
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its art ; but, as there is a grievous laceration 
in one of his legs, there is some reason to 
fear that the ixr^^iortant strut may be lost for 
ever. 

J am, with great regard, &c. 
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I PLEAD guilty to a very trifling part of 
the charge which you bring against me ; but 
I peremptorily deny that the accusing lady is 
a woman of virtue. IDo yqu believe that 
every wife, who does not advance into the 
guilt of adultery, is a virtuous character ? Is 
it your opinion, that every unmarried lady, 
who does not keep an handsome footman, or 
make an occasional retreat into the country, to 
drink ass's milk for a dropsy, has a right to 
boast of chastity ? Alas ! sir, I know many 
of these, and hear daily of more, who, though 
they have not been guilty of what is pre-emi- 
nently called a criminal deviation from the 
nuptial vow or virgin honour, possess more 
unchaste minds, than many of those forlorn 
wretches who gain their daily bread by the 
miserable trade of nocturnal prostitution. 

Your artful, angry, or disappointed rela- 
tion (for I have not yet decided which of these 
epithets is most applicable to her present sit* 
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Elation) makes but a strange and horrid story 
from the ordinary occiirrencp of an accidental 
half-hour's tetc a teta I found her, par haz- 
ard^ alone, and in those spirits which seem- 
ed Xo ask for that kind of Y^^xiint-badinagej 
which in her more sober humour would not 
have been exerted. The idle raillery was par- 
ried by her with much skill and coquetry : 
she' neither retired into another room, nor 
rung for a servant to show me the door, or 
even discovered a gleam of disapprobation by 
a moment's gtravity. On the contrary, she 
pressed my longer stay, and at my departure 
reproached me for the infrequency of my 
visits, But, -stung widi the mdrtification that 
her upbraidings were thrown away (excuse, 
I beseech you, the necessary vanity of my 
justification) she has thought proper to cry 
^loud against me, to revenge what she might 
consider as a neglect, or, perhaps, to make 
the world believe that she was still capable of 
inspiring such a violence of passion, which in 
her history so irresistably impelled me to 
make an adventurous aftack upon her virtue. 
It really concerns me, that you should be, at 
once, tlie engine of her malicious rage, and 
the dupe of your own amiable credulity. Her 
threats, though they were to take her own 
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shape, would not alarm tne ; but she knows, 
too much of the wicked world to put them in 
execution— believe me, my friend, she will 
not give her many enemies such advantage 
over her. 

I shall plead guilty, irt a. more general man- 
ner, to another charge wluch your accusing 
spirit has brought against me— that I haye a 
decided ill opinion of our co-temporary wo^ 
men in high life. The corruption of the pres- 
ent times is in no degree so strongly marked 
as by the modem profligacy of female man« 
ners. Examine the catalogue of those ladies, 
whose rank, beauty^ accomplishments, or for- 
tune, give them an influence in th^ great world, 
and then tell me what you think of the pres- 
ent state of superiour female character. Is 
their rank employed to give an example to the 
inferiour orders ? Is their beauty exerted in 
the various services of virtue ? Are their ac- 
complishments exercised in confirming and 
prolonging the duration of virtuous affection ? 
And is their fortune taxed with relief to pov- 
erty, encouragement to arts, or protection to 
science, otherwise than in subservience to the 
caprices of fashion ? Is a simplicity of char- 
acter visible in female youth aftejr fourteen 
years of age ? And does not the reign of co- 
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tjil^tfy commence before, and often times long 
before, that period ? Trace the course of fash* 
iohable education from ttit cradle to the altar ; 
examine with attention the efforts and views 
of maternal tenderness, in the circle of your 
own society ; and tell me where is that per- 
fection of female character to be found — ^for 
it might every where exist — ^which can awe 
the most dissolute into respect and admiration ? 
You must very well know, that the passion of 
the most impassi6ned is very rarely indeed 
so irresistible as tb inflame with the design of 
carrying the fortress of chastity by a coup de 
main ; and when such attempts are made, it 
is some visible, breach in the out-works which 
encourages to that fierce mode of conquest. 
A chaste, virtuous woman is an awful char- 
acter : something supernatural seems to sur- 
round and shroud her from the profane ap- 
proaches of seduction. Innocence may be 
seduced, and ignorance may be deceived ; but 
chastity, founded on the firm basis of pure 
virtue, holds forth to the eye of the most art- 
ful, as well as the most rampant lust, the re- 
pulsive evidence of impregiiable security. 

You must well remember where we dined 
together not many weeks ago ; nor can it have 
been possible for you to forget the frietidly ap- 

FF ' 
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prehensions wliich our hostess expressed lest 
the House of Commons should detain Mr. — 
— , as she was sure Lady — — would not be 
in tolerable humour if he was not of the par- 
ty. At length, however, they both came, 
were carefully placed together at table, and 
seemed in perfect contentment. Now, all this 
pretty business was managed in chaste society, 
and in a virtuous house ; nevertheless, it ap- 
peared to me, that the mistress of it, even in 
the presence of her daughters, did little less 
than promote the progress of adultery. This, 
you see, is so common an arrangement, that 

Mrs. , who holds herself forth as a wo- 

taan of renowned discretion, considered it as 
a matter of course. I wonder much that you 
will suffer such rare virtue, as dwells in that 
most amiable woman whom you possess, to 
risk the taint of such societies. 

I would forgive the artifice of dress, and 
the little hypocrisies of personal decoration ; 
they originate from a desire to please, and can 
never produce any fatality of deception: but 
the wearing a mask upon the mind, and the 
giving a falacious appearance to character, is 
a forgery that becomes oftentimes more fatal 
to happiness and honour, than a crime of the 
same title which never finds mercy. How 
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«any women are there now flaunting about 
our world, who have made use of the falsest 
pretences to obtain a settlement and an hus- 
band; and, when they have succeeded, not 
only tbrow aside the painted veil which cover- 
ed them, but laugh at the poor hapless dupe 
who reproaches their duplicity ! 

^ They daab their tempers o -er vith washes 

As artificial as their faces; 

and while some of them condescend to appear 
charming, both in mind and person, to all the 
yforld^ ^or Benedick^ who possesses the en- 
vie^ privilege o^ going behind the curtain, a- 
lone sees the decomposition of that beauty and 
virtue which leaves not a look or a wish to 
please behin4 them^ 

That e^celleBt woman^ whom you have the 
supreme happiness to call your own, is, as I 
have been^ told, the only one of her sex who 
ileigns to say a word in my favour. The rea- 
son, my dear sir, is evident : she is the only 6ne 
I know who possesses a sujfficient share of real, 
intrinsick virtue, to keep me, in her presence, 
mthe most patient and satisfactory decorum. 
Those charms which, while they allure, cor- 
rect, and, while they delight, improve, are of 
rare growth ; andat becomes the interest of a 
corrupt world to employ its contagion to their 
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destruction. This is a language which you 
might not expect from such an incorrigible sin- 
ner as I am ; but believe me, it is that of all 
the tribe when reason resumes her lucid in- 
terval : and if the women of coquetry, vani- 
ty, and intrigue, knew how much their most 
devoted, admired, and familiar favourites, at 
times despise and speak of them, they would 
have recourse to the sincerity of virtue, to 
obtain hpnest praise, real admiration, and so- 
lid pleasure. 

It will afford me no small satisfection to hear 
that I have laid your spirit of censure, and 
that on this subject at least it will haunt me no 
more : for, though publick severity hardens me 
more and more against publick opinion, I 
should ever wish to justify myself to you, 

when I possess the means of justification. - 

You will do me the favour to present my very 

sincere respects to Mrs. , and re<:eivo. 

the affectionate regard of 

Your faithful, he. 
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I WISHED, for many reasons, triat you 
could have accompanied me hither: but ano- 
ther is now added to the number, by an un- 
pleasant indisposition that has hung upon m6 
For some time ; and, though it does not kee]^ 
me at home, it deprives me of any and every 
enjoyment when I go abroad. I want you to 
-console me, to assist my present tendency to 
grave speculations, and to behold me' an ex- 
ample of your favorite proposition, thaf man 
is a superstitious animal. A being continually 
agitated by hopes and fears, is naturally dis- 
posed to consider every trivial oqcur re nee as 
an omen of his good or evil fortune. The hot 
and cold fits of life, from one or other of which 

we are seldom free, keep the mind in that 
tremulous state of suspense which makes rea- 
son subservient to the sickly poWer of imagin- 
ation. Common superstition^ is awakened by 
the eager pursuit of the most common objects, 
and is particularly visible in those who attend 
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upon the nightly orgies of the god of game ; 
where the force of lucky and unlucky omens 
is strongly, as well as universally impressed. 

Women, and men who resemble women, 
are supposed, from extreme fear of disap- 
pointment, to be very generally disposed to 
the habit of drawing idle consequences from 
every trivial event. . But wherefore do L ven» 
ture an imputation against the weaker sex, ox 
the less resolute part of my own, when a mo- 
ment's, reflection convinces me that the strong- 
est mirid cannot always resist the same influ* 
ence^ and that it is not in the utmost perfec7 
ti,on of hunian nature to boast a perfect supe- 
riority oyer, it. The wide extent of antiquity 
is full of it ; the flight of birds and the entrails 
of bqasts determined the fate of kings, and 
the prosperity of nations. The vision of the 
night, and the awaT^ening hour, gave a colour 
of good or evil to the succeeding day ; and 
the unwieldy code of proverbial wisdom is 
indebted for its bulk to the liberal aid of preg- 
nant ^uperstitipn ; nay, were I to explore the 
modern and yaore rational system of late ages, 
it would only be tracing; a^ more extensive 
chart of human credulity. 

This propensity of the mind, which is tri- 
fling and transitory in the course of ordinary 
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oGcurrences, becomes a grievous and opptfess- 
ive weight, when, from the frowns of for- 
tune, or the languors of disease, . it passes 
from this world to another. When the frame 
begins to discover symptoms of decay, when 
its pains and debility fix the gloomy idea of an 
eternal separation upon a mind unused to sim- 
ilar, or perhaps any serious contemplations, 
there ^ is no alternative but Stoical . apathy or 
fanciful superstition. I am not disposed to 
admit ' the possibility . of the former ; or, at 
least, it is beyond the reach of my nature to 
attain it : I must, therefore, submit to the lat- 
ter, and endeavour to shelter my weakness 
under that of all mankind in all ages of the 
world. 

WiJl you believe me, when I tell you, that 
in a morning's ride, which conducted me by 
some of, the tremendous fires employed in the 
manufactories in my neighbourhood, I shud-^ 
dered at the sight of their angry flames, and 
expressed my sensations to the young lady I 
accompanied, in such a manner, as to make 
her cheek pale as my own ? — It has been ob- 
served by some wicked wit, and I believe by 
Voltaire — for the thought is of his cast— that, 
on the morning of the thirtieth of January^ 
every sovereign in Europe rises with a crick 
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in his neck. Now, you may apply this idea, 
for your amusement, to the alarms I have just 
described. I am sinner enough to justify the 
application, and. am, at present, humble enough 
to acknowledge the truth of it. The same 
shrewd genius declared, when he was out of 
humour with a certain race of kings, que tous^ 
les Bourbons craignent le diable: nevertheless, 
(for I am determined to be even with him,) if 
any credit is to be given to general and uniform 
report, the lively satirist was himself subject 
to certain fits of despondency, when he suf- 
fered severely from similar apprehensions. 
Mors instans numina majora faciU 

Tranquillity, I am told, is absolutely neces- 
sary for the restoration of my body ; but, in 
submitting to the proposed remedy for my 
corporal infirmities, I 6hall certainly acquire- 
all the horrotirs of intellectual disease, if you 
do not hasten to console me. If you re- 
fuse me your temporal comforts, I shall be 
under the necessity of applying to the xz\^x- 
end yohn JFestly (who, according to the Bir- 
mingham paper, is preaching about the neigh- 
bourhood,) to assist me with his spiritual 
elixir. 

^ • was here last week, and happy, 

beyond expression in the full enjoyment of 



^41 

rural luxury ; but the beautiful scenes, which 
filled his mind with such mad and mortifying 
delight, are viewed, by my jaundiced eye, 
with less than indifference : though, when he 
exclaimed, 

Rura mihfy et rigtii placeant in vallibus amnes; 
Flumina am«in lylvasque in^lorfus ; « 

a moment's feeble inspiration enabled me to 
add, 

-O ubi cattipiy 



akdkM«Mi*wa>^miMiKM 



Sliercbiusquei et virjginibus bacchata Lac4titr$ 
TaygeU ! » . 



Adieu, and believe me, &c. Sec. 



I have this moment i-eceived a letter from - 



, which proves him to be the 'most un- 
grateful villiain in existence. This convic- 
tion has, I believe, forced an unexpected 
glow upon my wan countenance. It may 
be for the best, that my immediate indispo- 
sition prevents me from honouring the ras-* 
cal with a reproach. 
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LETTER LUL 



MY DEAR T— > 

THE letter, which I had the pleasure 
of receiving from you yesterday, afforded me 
all the satisfaction I had so much reason to 
expect from it. But as every good in this 
world must have its alloy, it was accompanied 
by one of those half-dictatorial epistles, which, 
under the colour of friendly concern, and in 
the garb of respectful language, contains no 
small degree of concealed impertinence. A 
certain relation of mine never fails to pester 
me with a few of them, whenever I happen 
to be in his debt. I had rather pay him ten 
per cent, if he Would spare his counsels, than 
have the loan without interest and encumbered 
with them. But this is not all ; for I am 
obliged to play the hypocrite against the 
grain, to acknowledge his goodness, to prom^ 
ise amendment, and so^on. 
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The last Piim jaunt ended- unprofitably : 
it emptied my; purse, led me into dif&pulties, 
and made me dependent where dependence is 
particularly painful ; to which may be added 
some scurvy treatment, which I do not like to 
think qf,^ and am sorry has got abroad. •— — ^ 
(>ugbt to have cut the bully's throat, without 
hesitation ; but he was- a tranquil spectator of 
the business, and had not die .gratitude ta ris]^ 
his own pitiful life to save my bonpur. 
c A^hen I seriously reflect on the piseyiesjof 
dependence, by whatever 4i%me it^n^ay be dis^ 
tingui^d,^ i cannot but-adjnijre tl^e pru4ence| 
^d envy the disposition,, o^ thascr njeji^l^ 
preserve themselves above it^ J afiji conyincecjli 
t^at no J ^lan ; can be h^ppy,. r or honourable, 
who docs not proportionate hisr exp^n&e^ tp; ti^ 
jnean^J^e possesses : and if jbc^ pliira3^ is sigy 
nific?int,^ that de^scribes the^ man who pay^ evf- 

cry bpdy, as aiH)s^ th^ V^l4i ^?s V^h^ ^^ 
disabled himself frpm pursuing th^e same cpn^ 
duot, pn^ust suba^it to the abject ^de^ of being 
l^ei^eath it. If y<]HLur creditor is a, si^pe-mak^i 
and ^ you cannot, jdischarge Jiis bill, whiatev^y 
your rank may be, he becomes your superiour ; 
and the moment you put it out .of yt)ur power 
to pay a seryaiit bif wage^he t^e^q^iiges ypil? 
inaster, ^njd y^: J^^^J^\^^.^^^^ 
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imptfrtinence,* bufr connive at his fraud, in or-^ 
der to pre'^ent this liveried creditor from mak^ 
ing his demands. I tell you honestly, that 
the galled horse winces on the occasion, and 
that my withers are most severely wrung. I 
feel the* grief so sensibly, that, if I had an 
amanuensis at hand, I should like to patrol 
my library, and dictate a discourse on worldly 
prudence. The circumspect use of money, 
arising,- not from any avaricious principle^ but 
frow the wise practice of applying means to 
endsv will ^keep a mian in that state of inde- 
piendence. which is the rock of life. On that 
feufhdatian' he can • stand firm, return the 
haughty* lo6fc^ smile at the supercilious frown, 
give tfmh its^ due force, and iscorn- the em- 
feroidfefed lie. -^ You have asoii} arid let me 
Sdvise ymi, ivhile the smartings of the mo- 

ihent jditt^te^the counsel, to instil into his ten- 

- • - « , , ,. 

det mind the lasting impression of a liberal 
prudence'^ without which virtue is continually 
harrassed by necessity, pleasure has but an 
interrupted enjoyment, and life becomes a 
chequered scene of agitation and tlistress. ^ 



•Quterenda pecunia prtmum | 



Virt|is pOBt Auniii^op.- 



But this by the way .-—You iitform me that^ 
you every day expect an increase of your fam- 
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ily, which I very sincerely hope may prove 
an addition to your happiness. However, I 
cannot but think it a great mistake to make 
merry over a creature who is born to the same 
miseries as ourselves, who, the first moment 
he draws the breath of life, is enrolled in the 

. register of death, and, from the womb, makes 
swift and <iirect advances to th6 grave. II am 
almost a convert to She practice of the 7%M- 
cians^ who wept beside the cradle, and danced 

"around the tomb. These opinions will prob- 
ably preclude any proposals to me from be- 
coming a God-father. Mrjs. *— -^ V- oijce did 

' me the honour to hint something of that na- 
ture : but I beg you to tell her, from your 
own experience, that I am too unSanctified a 
person to take upon me the character of a^bap- 
tismal sponsor. You will then te so obliging 
as to add, from me, that I shall ever have too 
sincere a regard for any child of her's, to pro- 
cure it so ungracious an ehtranpe ii«o the 
Christian Church, as I am apprehensive that 
it would find, were I to be the officiating us[h- 
CV on the occasion. 

I am, with great regard, &c. 
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LETTm ijr, 



I RECEIVE your congratulations with 
an uhaffected sen^itnlky ; but, as your ap^ 
plause proceeds from the partiality of a fa^^ 
vourahle representation, and not from your 
own i imniediiate experieacey I may, without 
impropp^r or any false show of modesty, 
to wbHjh X a» not very mwch habituated, ob- 
•serve, ^^t the part I t»<^ in the debate to 
which 5^ou .^Q kinidly allude, would not have 
Jbeefi ao favourably n^ationed} if you had 
been <jne of Its crowded audience. 
f^ I will ^1 yt^u, 'With; great truth, that it was 
-Wi important object with n!^ to e^cert the full 
'force vi Wuy mind and talents on the business 
of thg^t day. I had directed all my though^ 
to that purpose, and not only exerted a very 
unusual industry in acquiring the knowledge 
necessary, to give my opinions their due 
weight, but had laboured the dress in which 
they were to be clothed, and attentively com- 
posed the decorations which were to give the 
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final embellishment. In short, I omitted no 
mode of study, reflection, or exercise, which 
might enable me to force Conviction, and ra- 
vish applause. But I succeeded in neither; 
and, after a speech of some length, I sat 
down, oppressed with disappointment and 
mortification. Several circumstances unex* 
pected in themselves^ and untoward in their 
nature, co-operated to the fall of my pride on 
that day. In the morning, while I was re* 

hearsing my part to A , by some mistake 

H— -— was admitted to me, and not only in- 
terrupted my lesson, but, by the ready com* 
munication of his ecccntrick flights upon the 

same subject, threw my Well-marshalled band- 
of ideas into irretrievable confusion. But 
this was not all ; he desired to accompany me 
to the house, and, in our way thither, he 
seized upon the bugle ornaments of my 
clothes, as a subject for still more discomfits 
ing singularites of thought ; so that I was' 
most heartily glad when my coach broke down- 
in Parliament-street, and produced a separa- 
tion. The worst, however, remains behind. 
It was my purpose to follow the JEarl ofSkel- 
burne ; and in consequence of such a plan, I 
had necessarily pre-supposed the line of de- 
bate he would take, with the general turn of- 
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argument he might adopt,, and had prepared 
myself accordingly. But all my conjectures 
proved erroneous j for that noble Lord took a 
course so different from my pre-suppositionsj 
and displayed a degree of political erudition 
so far beyond me, that, when I arose, the 
confusion between my prepared thoughts, and 
those which were suggested by the able dis- 
course of the foregoing speaker, was so great, 
that, although I was not thrown into hesita- 
tion, I got so wide of the point before me, as 
to be called to order with great vehemence 
and some propriety from the opposite side of 
the house. This proved confusion worse con- 
founded ; and though I proceeded with some 
degree of spirit and recovery, I sat down, at 
length, with much self-dissatisfaction: nor 
had^ I reason to think, from the succeeding 
part of the debate, that I had made any im- 
pression on those within the bar, whatever I 
might have done among the tribe of curious 
listeners without it. 

. This is the true, unvarnished state of the 
case ; and, from the circumstances of it, I have 
formed a resolution, which, I trust, you will 
approve — to make no more such studied pre- 
paration. I will give the announced subjects 
all the cpnsideratioQ they deserve, acquire all 
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the Imowkdge of them in my J^ower^ form my 
g'eneral prihciple^i ^^^ l^Wt their particulat 
itrrangement^ with the necessary shape, dreste, 
and delivery, to th^ circumstances and im* 
pressions of the moment.— When a senator is 
to take the lead in a debate, in order to intro- 
duce a projected motion of his own^ or is 
engaged to second that of anothery he may 
enter upon the task with the most minute 
verbal preparation; but, when he is to take 
his casual >turn, he must trust to his feelings 
of the moment^ operating upon the knowledge 
of the moment* If a man, with the commofi; 
gifts of speeeh) possesses a good store of the 
latter, he may be soon habituated to yield 
himself to the former, with a certain assurance 
of acquiring an important political reputation. 
In American affairs I have ever possessed a 
perfect uniformity of opinion. My doctrine 
has ever been, that legislation involves in it 
every possible power and exercise of civil 
government. For this principle I shall never 
cease to contend ; though I am forced unwil- 
lingly to acknowledge, that the ministerial 
means of supporting it have, at times, been 
very erroneous. But you may be assured, 
that, if some better plans for reinstating Great- 
Britain in the full dominion of her revolted 

H H 
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colonies be no)t pursued (anxevcnt ji^hich hu- 
manity at first, succeejied by inis-iftformiation 
and later indecision, has. SQ unfo^uuately de- 
layed, but which is stilj practicable), ministers 
shall hear the deep-toned energy of my re- 
praadh: I will lift up my voice against their 
timid arid indecisive counsels,; . My political 
career, at least, shall not be nijarkod with di§-j 
honour. : . , . 

I cannot do be ttj&r, than? : with -the feelings 
pf the present moment, to^^ssu^-e ypu of my 
most grateful acknowkdgemeij^^ for the regard 
you have showti, on so m^ily qccsgions,: tp _ 

; Tour most faithful, .&q. 
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LETTER LV. 



INDEED, my friend^ you are quite wild 
on the subject of eloquence. It may adorn 
our parliametitary debates, but it will not save 
our country. It is an adventitious qualifica* 
tion, that will do but' little, unless other more 
substantial talents and attainments are in allir 
ance with it. An orator, in Cicero's definition 
of the character, in which, I suppose, he de- 
signed to comprehend himself, combines every 
thing which is great in human nature ; but the 
mere man of words, metaphors, and impu-. 
dence, in which, you may tell me, I should 
comprehend myself, is nothing more than an 
useful tool in the hands of superiour direction* 
You are very sensiMey but yo^i mistake my 
sense, I did not declare it to be my opinion 
that we had no orators among us, but that 
there was a melancholy dearth of real, states* 
men. Perhaps^ there never was a period, in 
the annals of this or any other country, which 
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has produced more able publick speakers than 
that wherein we live. The system of attack 
and defence, displayed every session in both 
houses of parliament, produces specimens of 
oratorical abilities which would have done 
honour to any nation at any period. Elo- 
quence is a powerful auxiliary to great poll* 
tical talents ; but it is nothing without them^^-^ 
I mean, as^ to 'any great line of natiflnal utili- 
ty. Mr. Edmund BurJ^ who is a prodigy hi 
his kind, will never make a 1 wding statesmsn^ 
I do not know, ftw have I ever hjesurdof aay 
man who eould deliver such «^ rapid, carrectu 
adorned, and highly^finished oaration, asi fi^« 
quently pfoceeds firom the iostantatteousmH 
pulse of this gentle»au*)& iliunjtiDatedi fiicuhies. 
As a scholar, as a man of miisrersal knowl-i 
edge^ as. a writer, he is the object of my tsaost 
sincere adrairatiop ; but, in my opinion^ he 
would never figure fea oflice beyGiid thebsavd 
of trade. Chains Fbcc^^ abiHtiies and clocu- 
tion are of a deQkkd superiority ; buCy oiit of 
the senate, their exertions wouW be csf du- 
bious expectation* If the fbtmation ®f a jacw 
ministry w«fe to f^ll to^ my lot^ Charles ccmld 
not be engaged, in a n>Gfe busy part than is 
generally aflotted ta a vice4reaaurer of Ireland. 
As for Cofofief B — — , nature designed him 



for the aemce af attack: he is rtothing but io^ 
the house oi comtaons, not, ^docs he figure 
there but in opposition. To mua^lis the mas* 
tiff, he mu^t hajsre a piace; fdr^ while he sat 
on th? treasury^beach^ he iim^ diimb^ and 
opened not his mouth. Lord fFeytfWUth is npi 
an orator ; but he deliverti his good ^ense withi 
a very becoming dignity* The Muh oi G— ^ 
t~'s speeches are %Mr(i9i ^im'da^ words; bu| 
are accompanied with an kaposii^ air of cpn^ 
sequence^ which tells you^ in every look of 
gesture, and es^pression, wliat the speakei^ 
thinks of himself. Lord C » ■ ■ \ an orator l-*^ 
Where was your reflection fled,; <w in what 
quarrel had you? engaged ^wkh reason and 
jitdgment, wheii you mack such a miatakcA 
declaration I Believe me^ jx^y deaar friend, ha 
possesses notbing but a little^i Ikei^axy, i^pAng- 
led luDid of embroidered poli^ticksi i)retty| 
decorative, and in fashio^^ but without, any 

thing like solidity of abilities^ or permanency 
of charaicten l c^oki never view hiim in any 
other Kght, n^t even wh^a he presided at a 
cormmissi^^ whc^e his^tory should be blotted 
ftom the aanaU of Great-^cUaip^r-^Our pre* 
s&wt) FaUmmi^ is by no means d^semng of 
that comempt^ whicfa ^o««e ' meni very i^^ 
his, infetiours inev^iry t^iggj^ tl;aaik proper to 
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throw: upon him ; and the secretary for the 
American department ranks high among our 
modem politicians : — nor must Lord Shdbume 
be forgotten, who possesses, in a brilliant de- 
gree, the ^ft of utterance, and is a perfect 
vade-mecum in politicks. I bear a willing tes- 
timony to Lord Camden's vigourous under- 
standing ; and I possess an hereditary admira-» 
6on of Lord Mansfield^ s very superiour talents 
and character : but the leading lawyers, how- 
ever able or learned, do not come within the 
compass of our present (idscriminations. But 
all the eloquence on which you build your 
hopes, and all the abilities which our leading 
men possess, if brought info one aggregate 
mass of political talents, woi*ld not compose 
that consummate character on whom a nation 
might repose with confidence and security. Is 
there a man among us, who can claim an equal 
share of ministerial reputation with Mr. PeL 
ham or Mr. George Grenville ? 

But I must add, for our consolation, that 
our enemies cannot boast of any intellectual 
superiority over us:-— their mistakes have 
kept pace with our errours : the catalogue of 
their blunders is not less bulky than our own. 
Besides, ^e still bear ourselves like a great 
people ; we do not discover any marks of desv 



pondency ; and, I trust, we shall continue to 
support our national character, to the confu- 
sion of our enemies, and the final glory of our 
country. 

I have this day been informed, that Dr. 
Price^ the Dr. Brown of the present day, has 
been formally and solemnly invited by the 
Congress to take upon him the formation and 
superintendency of their exchequer. It would 
giadden- my very soul to hear that he was em- 
barked for America ; though, I fear, he is too 
inuch of a self-politician to take such a step. 
The labours of his theological accompting- 
hbuise would be of no small service to Great-* 
Britain^ if they were employed beyond the At^ 
ktntick. This reverend gentleman, in his sad 
vaticinations of British downfal, shelters him- 
self beneath the double character of a political 
|>rophet and Christian divine. If America 
should finally become independent, the proph- 
et will then exult in the accomplishment of an 
event which he has lottg foretold : if, on the 
oontrary, the power of Great-^BtHtain over hev 
colonies should be re-established, the Calvin- 
istical cant vof the divine must display itself - 
in an MNimble^ submissive resignation to the» 
dispensations of Heaven. 

I am, with jBfreat regard^ Sic. :, . 



256 



LETTER LVL 
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I ACKIfOWLEDGE, witJi ar \r?ery serbiis 
concern, the -indecisive i and sluggisii spirit of 
the present .adininistratibh. This poHtiaidl 
temper of our leading statesmen was amiable 
in its ori^, perhaps pardonable in its pro- 
gresS) but is equally unaccoimtable and clis» 
graceful, ito say ino worse, at this vexy Iw^ 
portant period,^. The humanity of the royal 
breast, co^noperaitog with thfe moderate spirit 
of his imiKfcdiatfi eounoiU, and the general 
dispoi^ion ^ tlitL nation, ^ produced those lin- 
gering mcasunjs: in the be^nning of the pre- 
sent tro\ibles, ovHoich cncburaged the insolence 

of democratick atebitioni : If half the regi- 
ment vwhicl;^ > have hithejt|> been en^^ployed 
in vain,iii^iiii a propPTtionsble llej^t^Jhad cscoi^s- 

ed the idtlmtick at the e^*ly peric?l^f the 
American revolt, th© mi$ha5[)en lemons of 
rebelUoaify^uid h»Ye faewi awed in%9 submis- 
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sion, and the ntimerous loyal inhabitants would 
have had a strong-hold to which they might 
have resorted for protection, instead of being 
urged, by the hdpes of preserving their me- 
naced property, to join the standard of rebel- 

4 

lion, to which, by seduction, by habit, or by 
necessity, many of them vowed, and some of 
them have proved, their fidelity. 

This humane disposition of government 
towards the colonies, which has proved a fa- 
tal errour in the politicks of our day, naturally 
led to another, which arose from the placing 
a confidence in, and drawing their intelligence 
from, men, some of whom I imagine, were 
as deficient in judgment as the rest were in 
honesty ; I mean the American refugees. By 
their suggestions ministers were influenced to 
continue the inactive line of conduct, till in- 
dependence was thundered in their ears, and ^ 

circumstances seemed to announce that alli- 
ance which has since taken place between the 
natural enemiei^ of this country and its revolt- 
ed subjects. Permit me to observe, that, inf 
the early period of this unhappy business, 
the nation at large seemed indisposed to adopt 
the measures of fire and sword. The peo- 
ple, very generally, hoped and believed, that 
the alternate anathemas and conciliatory pro- 
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positions of our acts of parliament would have 
answered their beneficial intentions of quiet- 
ing the disorders of the colonies ; and I verily 
believe, if, at the period to which I allude, a 
parliamentary motion had been made to pro- 
vide for the sending a large fleet and army, 
with an active design, to America, that min- 
isterial power would have met with a very nu- 
merous and respectable opposition : nor would 
the humanity of the nation at large have been 
satisfied with a design which portended the 
slaughter of British subjects ; while faction 
would have lifted up its voice against it, as 
being framed upon the principle of extending, 
with drawn swords and bayonets fixed^ the 
powers of corruption, and the influence of 
the crown. I again repeat, that, at this time, 
there was a very general aversion in the Brit- 
ish nation from entering seriously into the 
contest; for, even after the Americans had 
published their separation from Great-Britain, 
and hostilities were actually commenced, the 
exertions of British valour were languid, and 
the rebels, at least on the sea, gained more ad- 
vantages than they have since done with the 
open alliance of France and the secret aid of 
Spain. When that unnatural union took 
place, the British nation underwent a pretty 
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general and very sudden change in senti- 
ments ; and many of the most rational friends 
of America could no longer consider its inha- 
bitants as fellow-subjects, when they humbly 
implored the ready ambition of France to sup- 
port them in their disobedience to their lawful 
sovereign. 

At this period, I must acknowledge that my 
expectations were broad awake to the most 
vigourous exertions of the British goverur 
ment. I did not doubt but the Genius of my 
country would arise and shake his ^pear. — 
Alas ! — one general was appointed upon a 
principle of reconciliation, and he does not re- 
concile ; a second is named, and accoutred 
beyond example, for execution, and he exe- 
cutes nothing. A third succeeds, and new 
expectations are on the wing. Immense ex- 
penses are incurred, the national debt enor- 
mously encreased, and no substantial advan-^ 
tages are obtained. At length my patience is 
almost exhausted ; I begin to view the indeci- 
sive spirit of ministry in a criminal light ; and, 
if some promising symptoms of a change in 
their measures do not appear at the meeting 
of parliament, I will repeat what I have now 
written, and much more, in their very teeth^ 
The place I hold shall not bribe me from let;- 
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ting loose the angry spirit of lay reproach 
against theixK 

But another scene is opening that is preg* 
nant with more alarm, and may bring on a 
contest more trying to this nation, than the 
trans-atlantick commotions and the ambition of 
France. I allude^ to the growing discontents 
of Ireland. You must too well know that 
there are, at this moment, thirty thousand in* 
dependent men in arms in that kingdom, who 
have erected their own standards, and are 
prepared either to repel a foreign invasion, or 
to resist domestick tyranny. The Irish have 
long been an oppressed people ; but oppres- 
sion has not quenched their spirit, and they 
have seized on the present favourable moment 
to demand justice ; nay, if they were to de- 
mand more than justice, England is not iura 
situation to refuse it. But of these matters I 
shall soon be better informed; and you may 
be assured of being the first repository of my 
future and more mature opinions. This is ra* 
ther a disheartening subject. It demands my 
utmost resolution to look towards the storm 
which is gathering in the sister-kingdom. If, 
however, that can be dissipated, and the bond 
of peace, which is- already cracked, be re- 
stored, my fears will vanish, and X shall no 
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longer doubt but that GreaW^Britain and Ire* 
landy in spite of American rebellion, of for- 
eign foes, of an indecisive, timid, procrasti- 
nating ministry, and of a noisy, malicious, 
hungry faction, will work out their own sal- 
vation, and close the present contest with ad- 
ded glory. ' 1 am, &c. 
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LETTER LVIL 



I WILL endeavour to obey your com- 
mands, and, if possible, to compress my un- 
prepared reflections into the compass of this 
paper. The Opposition is respectable for rank, 
property, and abilities ; )3ut it is feeble and 
unimportant, from the narrowness of its plans, 
as well as the want of a sincere confidence, a 
firm union, and, as I shrewdly suspect, a gen* 
cral political integrity in the parties that com- 
pose it. They all readily accord in opposition 
to the measures of government, but differ, not 
only in the manner, but in the time of exer- 
tion. They all agree to go forth against the 
enemy ; but each distinct body follows its own 

leader, and chooses its own mode of attack; 
they never unite but for the purpose of the 

moment ; by which means, that strong-com- 
pacted, lasting force, which, directed to one 
point, and at one instance, would scatter a- 
larm through any administration, is frittered 
down into a variety of desultory operations, 
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which would disgrace the meanest Tninisteri^d 
apprehension. 

The warmest friend of government cannot 
deny, that in the minority, there are men of 
sound principle and proved integrity. They 
are indeed, but few in number, and may be 
easily distinguished from those who are in- 
fluenced by the daemon of disappointed am- 
bition, the fury of desperate faction, and the 
suggestions of personal rancour. It has been 
a matter of surprize to many sensible, reflect- 
ing persons, that the opposition did not use 
every possible means to obtain the aid and 
countenance of Lord Chatham's abilities, and 
concentrate, as it wer6, their scattered rays 
in the focus of that great man's character. 
Under such a leader they might have acted 
with effect, and knocked so loud at the door 
of administration, as to have made every 
member of it tremble, even in the most secret 
and guarded recesses of the cabinet. But 
such a coalition was wholly impracticable, 
even if the veteran statesman had been free 
from those bodily infirmities which so seldom 
permitted him of late to step forth to any pub- 
lick exertion. If we except Lord Camden, there 
is not one of the leading actors of opposition, 
who has not, at some time or other, calumni- 



264 

ated, deceived, deserted, or, in some manner, 

mis-treated this great man. Lord S e's 

oratorical Echo made his first entrance into the 
house of commons notorious, by flying, as it 
were, at his very throat : and yet this mart 
has been proud to wear the armorial banner 
at his funeral. The first day on which the 
Earl of Chatham took his seat in the house oi 

peers, the Duke of R was forced to bow 

beneath its reproof for insulting him. The 

Duke of G , who, to use his own words, 

had accepted the seals merely to trail a pike 
under the command of so distinguished a po- 
litician, when advanced to an higher post, 
turned an angry face against the leader whom 

he had deserted. Even the M of R- 

— , when at the head of his short-lived admin^ 
istration, was vain enough to affect a refusal of 
Mr. Pitfs assistance. The conduct of such 
men, though it might be despised, could not 
be entirely effaced from his mind by all the 
submissive homage they afterwards paid him ; 
and, though he may have since lived with 
some of them in the habits of occasional inter- 
course, you may be assured, if his health had 
permitted a re-entrance into the publick ser- 
vice, that he never would have engaged in the 
^ views of men whom he could not trust. The 
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ministry, I believe, sent somewhat of an em* 
bassy to him, Which he treated with contempt : 

and if Lord S e, in an occasional visit to 

Hayes^ undertook a similar business, on the 
part of opposition, I doubt not but the answer 
he received, though perhaps more softened, 
had its concomitant mortification. During the 
last years of his venerable life, he seemed to 
stand alone ; or made his communications to 
no one but Lord Camden^ whom 



-He faithful fovnd among the faithlesif 



Faithful only he,- 



The grave is now closed upon that illustri.i 
ous statesman, and his splendid orb is set for 
ever. There was that in his character which 
gave him a very distinguised superiority over 
the rest of mankind. He was the greatest 
war-minister this kingdom ever knew; and 
the four years of his administration form the 
most brilliant period that the British annals, 
or perhaps those of the world, can produce. 
They who aim at the diminution of his glory, 
and that of his country, by attributing the 
rapid change of national affairs, under his ad- 
ministration, to chance and the fortunate cir- 
cumstances of the moment, must be slaves to 
the most rooted prejudice, the foulest envy, 

K K 
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or the darkest ignorance. To the more bril* 
liant part of his life, let me add, that he was a 
minister who detested the arts of corruption, 
set his face against all court as well as cabinet 
intrigues, and quitted his important station 
with unpolluted hands. It is a great national 
misfortune that the mantle of this political pa- 
triarch has not been caught by any of his suc- 
cessors. We are not deficient in men of ge- 
nius, and both houses of parliament give 
daily examples of eloquence which Rome and 
Athens never excelled ; nevertheless, there 
does not appear to be a man in the kingdom 
with that power of understanding, depth of 
knowledge, activity of mind, and strength of 
resolution, sufficient to direct our harrassed 
empire. There are many among us, who are 
capable of being second in command, and fill- 
ing all the subaltern departments with ade- 
quate ability ; but the State, as well as the 
army, wants a commander in chief. The 
truncheon is become little more than an use- 
less trophy, as an hand fit to grasp it is no 
longer to be found. 

In bearing my poor testimony to the manes 
of Lord Chatham^ I have yielded to the im- 
pulse of my very soul. In this imperfect act 
of veneration I can have no interest, for the 

V 
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object of it is gone where the applause of this 
world cannot reach him; and, as I ventured 
to differ from him when alive, and delivered 
the reasons of my difference to his face, what 
motive can there be for me to flatter him now 
he is no more ? To oppose the sentiments of 
that venerable statesman, was an undertaking 
which shook my very frame. My utmost re- 
solution, strengthened by a sense of duty, and 
the laudable ambition of supporting what I 
conceived to be right, against the proudest 
names, could not sustaili me^ You, I believe, 
were present when I sunk down and bedame 
isilent beneath the imposing superiority of his 
abilities ; but I did not feel it a defeat to be 
vanquished by him : 



•nee lam 



Turpe fait v1aci> quam contendisse decorum est. 
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LETTER LVIIL 



YOUR letter arrived, most opportunely, 
to awaken me from the slumbering ennui of a 
toilette. I was actually in the power of my 
valet de chambre, when it came to delight, as 
well as instruct roe ; and I have proposed a 
truce with powder, pomatum, and papillotes, 
to encourage a thought which instantaneously 
aros^ from my situation, and may, in its pro- 
gress, produce a suitable answer to your phi- 
losophick epistle. 

That very important and unexpected events 
arise from the most trivial causes, is to be dis- 
covered in every page of history, as well as in 
every line of the passing volume of life. Cir- 
cumstances, to all appearance, the most incon- 
sequential and insignificant, have not only dip- 
ped thousands of pens in the bitter ink of con- 
troversy, produced infinite envy, heart-burn- 
ing, and calumny, but have also turned the 
plough-share and the pruning-hook into weap- 
ons of bloodshed and destruction. 
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Turning away, with alarm, from the sub- 
ject at large, which would be little less than 
the history of the world, permit me to call 
your attention to the virulent animosities which 
have been created, among a large and power- 
ful part of mankind, in different ages, by the 
modes of dressing the hair, wearing beards, 
and weaving periwigs. It is a dressing-room 
subject, and, being arrayed in all the satin- 
dignity of a robe de chambre^ I feel myself in- 
spired to pursue it. 

It is riot with any view to instruct you, that 
I mention the great veneration which in for- 
mer times has been paid to the hair, but to 
give somewhat of order and arrangement to 
the weighty matter under my immediate con- 
jsideration. That the tresses of pious virgins 
were thought an acceptable offering to their 
tutelary goddess, is well known by every 
classsical student ; nor is it less an object of 
common literary knowledge, that among th? 
Greeks and Romans, the first fruits of the hu- 
man temples, as well as of the chin, were 
claimed, with great ceremony, by the altars 
of Bacchus, Neptune, and other presiding 
divinitie3. In later times, but in the early 
part of our asra, (you perceive I write as a 
Christian,) an oath was supposed to demand 



270 

instant conviction, when a man swore by hi^^ 
hair ; and the act of salutation was never so 
graceful or acceptable, as when it was accom- 
panied by the plucking an hair from the head, 
and presenting it to the person who was the 
object of respectful attention. The offering 
4he hair to be put, was an acknowledgement 
of sovereignty, and an acceptance of the of- 
ier was considered as an assurance of adop- 
tion. The cerf, or bondsman, was distin- 
guished by the shortness of his hair ; and the 
insolvent debtor, on the resigning himself to 
the future service of his creditor, presented 
the potent scissars, whose instant sharpness 
was applied to his flowing locks, the marks of 
that freedom he no longer possessed. 

Long hair being at this period the distin- 
guishing proof of a gentleman, and, of course, 
an object of great care and attention, became 
a subject for pulpit-sarcasm; and religious 
oratory did not fail to make the churches echo 
^ith the crime of foilette'Stssidmiy. At length, 
Tiowever, some of the younger clergy, sigh- 
ing after the appearance of fashionable life, 
ventured upon the reigning mode, and gave a 
new ton to cleric^ Coeffiire^ which was soon 
adopted by a long train of their complying 
T^rethren. This schism in dress caused the 
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ecclesiasticks to turn the tide of invective from 
the lay-world to each other, and produced a 
division in the church, which drew forth, 
through no small period, the retaliating me- 
•naces of damnation from the long-huired and 
shortrhaired clergy. Saint Paul, it seems, 
who by the perversions of his successors, has 
been the innocent cause of much uneasiness 
in the world, was held forth as having, by 
apostolick authority, forbidden his own sex to 
suffer their hair to fall below the shoulder, 
and granted the luxuriant tresses to flow only 
as a covering for female charms. There 
•seems to be some taste as well as wontonness 
in the regulation ; but, as I do not possess, 
among my many hereditary talents, the quali- 
fication to become a commentator on the sa- 
crfed writings, or the champion of an injured 
apostle, I shall take leave of the subject, and 
proceed to another stumbling-block of offence, 
and angry source of controversy, which the 
human chin has so amply afforded. 

The respect which has been shown to the 
beard^ in all parts of the civilized, and in 
some parts of the uncivilized world, is well 
known to the slightest erudition; nay, a cer- 
tain prejudice in its favour still exists, even in 
the countries where the razor, has long been 
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omnipotent. This impression seems to arise 
very naturally from the ♦•habit of associating 
with it those ideas of Experience and wisdom^ 
of which it is the emblem. It cannot wait 
upon the follies of youth; its bushy and de* 
scending honours are not known to grace the 
countenance of early life : and though it may 
be said, in some degree, to grow with our 
growth, and strengthen with our strength, it 
continues to flourish in our decline, and at- 
tains its most honourable form and beauty, 
when the knees tremble, the voice grows 
shrill, and the pate is bare. 

When the bold and almost blasphemous 
pencil of the enthusiastick painter has aimed 
^t representing the Creator of the world upon 
the canvass, a flowing beard has ever been one 
of the characteristick and essential marks of 
.th€ Supreme Divinity. The pagan yupiter 
and the graver inhabitants of Olympus would 
not be known without this majestick ornament. 
Philosophy,, till our smock-faced days, has 
considered it as the appropriate symbol of its 
profeiision. yudaick superstition, Mgyptiafi 
wisdom, Attick elegance, and Roman virtue, 
have been its fond protectors. To make it am 
object of dissention, arid alternately to con- 
sider it as a sign of ortbodoxy or. the standard 
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of heresy, was reserved for the fantastical 
Eeail of the Christiian church. 

In more modern times, not only provincial 
and national, but general councils have been 
convened, synods have been summoned, ec^ 
clesiastical congregations and cloistered chap- 
ters of every denomination have been assem4 
bled, to consider, at different periods, the 
character of this venerable growth of the hu- 
man visage. Infinite disputes have been, of 
course, engendered, sometimes with respect 
to its form, at other times in regard to its ex- 
istence. Religion interested itself, in one age, 
in contending for that pointed form to which 
nature conducts it : at a succeeding period^ 
anathemas have been denounced against those 
who refused to give it a rounder shape ; arid 
to these, other denunciations have followed, 
which changed it to the square ot scollop.- — 
But, while religious caprice, (for Religion, sor- 
ry am I to say it, seems to be troubled ^ith' 
caprices,) quarelled about form and shape, the 
disputes were confined within the pale of the 
western church; but, when the beard lessen- 
ed into whiskers, and the scythe of ecclesias- 
tical discipline threatened to mow down every 
hair from off the face, the east sounded the- 
alarm, and the churches of Asia and Africa 
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took up the pause, and supported, witli alj. 
the violence of argument and remonstrancci 
thA3e honours of the chin that they still pre- 
serve, and to which the existing inh^bit^ntft 
of those climates oflfer up a perpetual incense^ 
In the history of the Gallich church, (for, 
by some unaccountable accident, J have some- 
times stumbled upon a . page of ecclesiastical 
^tory,) the scenes of religious comedy, still live 
in , description."^~Fpr example — a bearded 
bishop appears at the door of a cathedipal in all 
the pomp of prelacgr, and demands installa- 
tion to the diocese to which he is appointed. 
He is there met by a troop of beardless ca-. 
pons, ^pd refused admittance, oxnless he will 
employ the golden scissars they present to 
him, ; to cut that flowing i>riiametit from his 
face, which, they would tliink disgrace to 
their owi)^ as w^U a§ to the religion they pro- 
fess. Thfe same history, als:o, is not havri5tL 
of exampAes^ ■ wher/e the stuiidy prelate haa 
turned indignam from the disgraceful propo*- 
aal^ and sought the enforcing aid of sovereign 
power, which has not alwayls jDieen able, with- 
out much difficulty^ to compel the reluctant 
qhapteri to acknowledge jS- bearded diocesan. 
Others, ucvwiHing tor risk; or deJay the power 
and wealth of an ibpiscopal throne fox the sake 
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of a cumbrous bush of hair, Have, by thfe 
ready sacrifice of their beards, been installed 
amid acclamations and hosannas, as disgrace- 
ful as they were undeserved. It may appi^af 
still more ridiculous, but it is no less true, that 
some of these bishops have compounded tht' 
ihatter with their refractory clergy, in giving 
up the greater part of the beard, but retaining 
the grcJwth of the upp^.r lip in the forni of 
whiskers. The idea of a bishop en moiisiaches 
must trouble the spirit of a modern Christian ^ 
but such there have bfeeh, who, in the act of 
sacrificing to the God of P^ace, have exhito-*' 
ed the fierce, terrifick aspect of a Gentian pto*' 
neer. 

At length, the persecuted beaf d, which has > 
been the object of such faithful venet ationv ' 
finds in bur quarter of the globe, if we ex- 
cept the corner of Muropean Tufkey, its only 
asylum in the capuchin cloister ; unless we add 
the casual protection w^ich is given to it by 
the fanatical Jew, or niendieant hermit. 

The wig^ peruke^ or peri^igj with the cler- • 
idal tbrisiire, halve been the fcause of as much 
ecclesiastlbal contentiofl, sis the Arian- Snd 
Athanasian schisriis. The last century expfe-. 
rienced all its fury, which would nbt have 
given way to less important events; than the 
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edict of Nantz^ ^nd the questions of Jans^^ 
nius. TThe former turned bigotry to a more 
engaging object, and lost common-sense in 
astonishment ; while the latter opened a new 
vent in the cpnabustipus volcano of religious 
discord. 

The first wig which is mentioned in history 
was the hairy skin of a goat, which the daugh* 
ter of Saul is related to haye employed to 
save the life of her husband, In a succeed* 
ing age, Zenophon makes mention of the peri* 
^ig of Astyages^ the grandfather of Cyrus ; 
and describes the astonishment which seized 
the royal boy, on beholding his ancestor so 
majestically covered. Suidas and Tacitus\^o\h 
bear testimony, that ffatinibc^ of Carthage 
wore a peruke, and that his wardrobe was 
furnished with a very large assortment of wigs 
of ^Jl kinds, fashions, and colours, not only 
for th^ purpose of magnificence, but also 
fropi the policy whiph frequently obliged him 
to change his appeariance. 

The Romans y and in particular the fash- 
ionable ladies of Rome^ had gre^t recourse to 
false hair. That of ^ white colour was the 
tan in Omd'^ days ; and' it w^Si ijoapprted from 
Germany where it was cppimon, 

J^unc tibi cajitivox mittet Germania crines j 
Cutta triumfihata munen genth^ris^ 
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^ This courtly,- gallant poet is Very severe up» 
on the custom ; Martial has made it the sub- 
ject of several epigrams ; ^nd yuvenal charges 
Messalina with wearing the ad$fcititious orna* 
ment of her head to obtain concealment in the 
pursuit of her debaucheries. The la:dies of 
the present day may, therefore, shelter them-, 
selves behind the greater extravagance of the 
female: Romans. The latter imported their 
borrowed locks from a foreign country, while 
the former are contented with the spoils of 
Death in their own, and do not shudder at 
mingling, with their own tresse^^ sucjh as are 
furmshed by the fatal hand of disease in hos- 
pitals and infirmaries. 

Louis the thirteenth oi France, having lost 
his hair; was obliged to ask, or, as he was 
king, I should rather say, command, the com- 
fortable aid of a periwig ; and the necessity of 
the sovereign cut off all the hair of his fashion- 
able subjects. Louis the fourteenth annexed 
great dignity to his peruke, which he increas- 
ed to an enormous size, and made a lion's 
mane the object of its similitude. That mon- 
arch, who daily studied the part of a kingy was 
never seen with his head uncovered but by the 
barber who shaved him. It was not his prac- 
tice to exchange his wig for a night«cap, till he 
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was enclosed by his curtains, when a page 
rfeceived the former from his hand, and deliv-^ 
efed it to him in the morning before he un- 
drew them. The figure gf the great Bourbon 
must, at times^ have been truly ridiculous^ 
But of ridiculous figure s h ad I lived ir^ 

the reign of good Qiieen Anncy my thread-pa^* 
per form and baby-face must have been adorn- 
ed with a full-bottom periwig, as large as that 
which bedecks the head and shoulders of Mr^ 
Justice Blackstone^ when he scowls at the un- 
happy culprit who is arraigned before him. 

It is, I believe, very generally known, that 
there is no small number of the Clergy who 
love a little of the ton^ as well as the uttgodly 
lay-men : the ^lestion, therefore, of wearing 
wigs, v^ith the form of ecclesiastical tonsure, 
became a vk^XWt of bitter controversy ; and the 
^tst pefit-mdare c>f a clergyman, who was bold 
enough 16 appear in a wig, was called lepatrz^ 
^che die^ Etdesimtiques emperruques. At this 
time was published the famous book in favour 
of perkoigs^ with the admirable title of Absa^ 
lom^ whose melancholy fate wais caused by his 
hair ; and I remember, in the humourous ex- 
hibition of sign-painters, with which I think 
Bonnet Thornton ainused the town some years 
^o, that he adopted tliis idea, in a represent* 
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fttiori of the lewisih prince suspended in mid* 
air, ^s related in ho}y writ, which was entitled 
A Sign for Peruke^maiers; Tom fFatton^ of 
•Oxford, wrote a little Latin 7>M;^'e5j6rii on the 
Isubjeet of wigst, with! their appUcations and e£- 
fect^, of which it concerns me to remember nd 
more, than that It 'pQSsei5$ed his usual Latinity 
^d classical hurooftr. Hogarth alsa env* 
ployed his pencil to ridicule the fulUbottoms^ 
especially the JJdermanickonds of the lasc cor* 
onatidn, with his accustomed sticcess^ But of 
the histories that relate to this subject,, the 
most cxtraordinaryv :and which will be hardly 
credited!by poaie^ritj^, is the petitijoii delivered 
by the peruk^-miakers of London to hi3 pies' 
ent majesty^ prafying^ hiB^, fpr the benefit t>f 
their trade, to resume the wig^ he had been 
pleased to lay aside : and {what add^ .to the 
ridicule, as i^ell .as the impudence of the mea- 
sure) I have been > igaformed, by a spectator of 
their procession, that a considerable number of 
them actually woye their h^^r^ , t]^o;^|) they 

openly avowed the saqrUegipus wi^h \Q pluefe 
that ornament from the pate of,fQvereigpty. 

In the Aug\^S5tan ?ige of thq Rpm?i|i|;i^mpire| 
the Wit and the satirist have ei^ployed their 
different weapons against the prevailing, atten- 
tions to the decorations of the hair ; and Sair 
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eca^ in one of his epistles, writes with solemn 
indignation, against the Roman toilettes, which 
he describes in the precise form and process 
of our own. Some of the fathers were equal- 
ly severe agsunst the female coquettes of 
their time ; as their denunciations seem t<i 
be more particularly levelled at the fairer part 
of the creation. One of them, in particular, 
declares, that they who employ their hours in 
arranging their hair, instead of performing the 
duty of Christians, sacrifice to Cotys^ who is 
the goddess of Impurity, and to Priapus^ who 
is the god of it. If this be true, what a more 
than pagan age is renewed, among us ! 

But, to conclude my unsuspected learning 
on this subject, I must add thC' curious re- 
proach of TerfulHan against the high head^ 
dresses^ as> Well as- the practice of dying the 
hair, so prevalent in his day. He concludes 
his earnest address, on this subject, to the la- 
dies, by impressing on their attention the sa- 
cred text, that we cannot niake an hair white 
0r blacky or cause the least addition to our stat-^ 
ure ; and reproaches them on employing the 
above-mentioned arts of the toilette to effect 
both these purposes, and thereby giving an 
express lie to the divine declaration of the gos- 
pel. • 
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Petite Maitreism (excuse a new*fangled word) 
has existed at all periods, in all countries, and 
in every situation. Private peace has been 
disturbed by it } and the spirit of Christianity 
has been lost in its contentions. It found its 
way into the cloister ; it has accompanied the 
hermit in his cell ; and the Hottentot does not 
escape its influence : nay, the patriot Roman 
and the hardy Goth have condescended to be- 
come coxcombs. Theodorick^ a well known 
Gothick prince, is related to have had an of- 
ficer, who, when the barber had finished his 
beard, was employed to pluck every remain- 
ing hair from his face which might interrupt 
its smoothness. Casar used to say, that his 
soldiers fought better when they were perfum- 
ed ; and, according to Plutarch^ Surena^ gen- 
eral of the Parthians, and the bravest man of 
the nation, painted his face. The French do 
not suffer the most refined effeminacy of their 
toilettes to extinguish their gallant spirit, and, 
at the command of their sovereign, they rush 
from all the silken softness of luxury, to the 
hardships of camps, and the dangers of battle. 

Whether you will be of opinion with me, 
that man is a PetiuMaitre by nature, or, to 
express myself more philosophically, a cox- 
comical animal, I cannot tell ; but I have, in 

M M 
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the course bf these reflections, wrought myself 
so fully into the belief of it, that, under the 
future operations of my friseur, I shall look 
in the glass before me with the complacent 
patience of a man, conscious that he is acting 
under the common impulse which governs all 
mankind. 

Adieu ? 
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MEMOIR 

40NCBK¥INa THE LATS 

I.ORD LYTTLETON. 






OF all the men who have been distinguished by any tbtog 
IH^eat, worthy, or remarkable* or who have left any thing behinf 
them which will transmit their names to posterity, no one, per« 
baps, is so little known, or has left us so few memorials of Us life» 
as the subject of this brief memoir. Neither has there )ived, in 
i^odern times, any o^er man of eminence, concerning whom such 
a circumstance would be so little regretted. None but the historian 
who is uselessly and frivolously inquifiiUye, or the author who should 
be constramed to publish his biography, would regret it all. 

But the means of developing^ the mysteries, which hang over his 
history, and the materials fbr writing his life cannot be found on this 
side the Atlantick : and, that it has not already been written in that 
country, where alone it could be faithfully done> is evidence that i^ 
cannot yet be done, without either disagreeably affecting some rela- 
tives or friends,* imposing upon the reader^ or injuring the publick. 
For it would seemt that such a Xie. as he led would afford but few 
incidents calculated to excite general interest, excepting what he has 
himself related in his Letters; and we are confident that any thing , 
like a biography of so young and so profligate a Lord ought not to 
be laid before the publick. His character is best drawn by himft^lf| 
and will be sufficiently known and understood by those who read hi$ 
Letters and his Speeches in parliament. But, as all persons have a kini} 

* On publishing his Letters, the names of the persons to whom they were 
addressed were omitted by particular request, as appears by the (ntroduction.. 
Sume Letters, also^ which alluded to certain transactions of his life^ vercr id 
■wholly omit ted. 
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cf literary curiosity to learn something concerning the origin* the 
situation, the family and connexions, and the publick career of any 
one, whose deeds or whose writings have extorted admiration or 
yielded entertainment and instruction — this short sketch of young 
Lyttleton'b life shall embrace some of these objects. 

The late Thomas, Lord Lyttleton, was the only son of the wor- 
thy and illustrious George, Lord Lyttleton, who descended from 
one of the ancient and most respectable families in England. Hit 
ancestors had possessions in Worcestershire, particularly a^ Souths 
Lyttleton (from which place some antiquaries derive the name,) at 
long ago as in the reign of Henry III. The learned Mr. Seiden had 
in his possession two grants of land, to which one John de Lyttleton 
was witness in ii6o« The great Judge Lyttleton, in the reign of 
Henry IV, was one of this family ; and from him descended Sir 
Thomas Lyttleton, father of George, Lord Lyttleton, and grand* 
father of Lord Lyttleton, the Younger. 

George, Lord Lyttleton, (for distinction's sake sometimes denom- 
inated the Elder,) was bom in 1708, educated at Eton, and remov- 
ed to Christ's Church, Oxford ; after which he made the tour of 
Europe, obtained a seat in parliament, distinguished himself as a 
speaker in the opposition, was appointed secretary to the Prince of 
Wales, and on the death of his father (1761) succeeded to the title 
of Baronet. In 1744 he was appointed one of the lords commisr 
sionersof the treasury^n 1754 he was made cofferer to his majesty's 
household and privy*counsellor-~and in 1757 he was create<} a peer 
of Great-Britain. He rendered his name celebrated, as an author, by 
his Persian Letters, the Conversion and Apostleship of St. Paul, Dia^ 
logues of the Dead, the History of Henry the Second, and by several 
other ingenious performances, anvong which are some fine and delicate 
specimens of poetry. He was connected, on the side of his mother, 
with the family of the late Lord Cobham. In 174a he married 
Lucy, daughter of Hugh Fortescue, Esq. of Filleigh, in the county 
of Devon, a most amiable lady,* the sister of Lord Fortescue. By 
her he had one son (the subject of this memoir) and two daughters- 
one of whom married Lord Viscount Valentia, and the other the 
Earl of Anglesey. 



* Her husband has drawn her excellent character, in his Monody on her 
death, ^hich happened in the beginning of 1746 — Vide Poetical Epitome — 
and in his Inscriptiun on her Monumeat-^Vide his lile ia Amer. Eacl^cQ* 
paedia, British PluUrcb, &c. &c. 
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This only son, Thomas, was born in 1744, ,er the latter part of 
X743» and was educated at Eton. Where his education was finish- 
ed — for that he received a liberal and finished one, his speeches and 
letters, as well as other records, evince — we do not know: but from 
his letters it appears, that he was sent on the tour of Europe " to 
complete the sensible plan," as he terms it, which was to be followed 
by his marriage. As he does not think proper to disclose << what 
happened during his travels," except by hinting at it incidentally,, it 
is presumed to have been in no wise creditable to himself or family. 
And yet it seems that only because he had gotten into parliament 
and made a bold and flowery speech, his offended family (which bad, 
we believe, but lately dUcarded him,) received him <» with a degree 
of warmth, delight, and triumph, which the brightest virtue could 
alone have deserved." Such was the miserable managemtnt the 
fond father and family applied to an only and darling son of the 
most extraordinary promise. But on this subject we refer the reader 
to the 9th and nth Letters in this volume ;— there parents will find a 
most solemn premonition. 

That such promising talents should partially blind the eyes of af- 
fection is less to be wondered at, than regretted ; but, that the wise, 
the pious, the polished Lyttleton, should suffer so hopeful a candi- 
date for his titles and character, through profligacy, to disappoint 
the political, and to disgust the moral world, can never be sufficient- 
ly deplored. The brilliancy of his wit, the sprightliness of his fancy, 
the native force of his intellect, the strength of his memory, the 
extent of his knowledge, and the facility with which he wrote and 
conversed in the most elegant language, very naturally excited high 
expectations among his numerous acquaintance and friends — as the 
following Epistle, from the Hon. Constantine John Phtppif JE>^. 
addressed to him, while in his juvenile years, will attest. 

Sprung, Lyttleton, from noble British blood, 

My friendship's honour, and life's greatest good ! 

Thh courts the rabble with obsequious nod, 

Or, the mob's idol, deems himself a god : 

Ihat of Ih* unruly courser seeks a name, • 

And risks his neck, lo gain a jocke>'s fame: 

Anolher tills with joy his father's land, * 

Or prunes the curling vine with skilful hand : 

Some love the tented field, ite drum, the fife. 

The din of arms, the battle's bloody slrile : 

Me, other cares, in other climes engage, 

To seek experience from the battle's rage; 

Where fleets meet fleets in deepest confllci joined, 

Where mimick ihunders mock lUc iinpcUixig wind. 
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3at, hern in ^eater character to thime% 

AdH add new Imtre to a nubk liae^ 

Be thine tbc greater part mdee/t dehatCf ^ 

With ttcady coaotelt to uphold the state. 

So thy great tire , skilled io each }iubhck arty 

By virtue mlesy by precept guides the hsarU 

If hit commanda tubmiftuve you receive^ 

Immor.'al and onblamed your name shall live* 

O ' may his labour gain an happv endy 

Mai(e thee a patriot good, aodconataot friend 1 

May heav'u show'r dovn its choicest bles&iogt ttiil| 

A Cato's virtutr, and a Tully's skill. 

May'st thoa the first of Britain's Senate shine. 

And be thy lather's name surpassed by thine I 

How lamcnUble, that " Manhood did not keep the promise of 
Youth" ! Yet in manhood, with all his dissipation and mispendm^ 
of time, he. rose hx above mediocrity, both as a politician and a 
writer. And, however incorrect he might be in his opinion respect- 
ing the issue of the war with the American colonies, his political 
prindples were just and well founded ; nor is it by any means im« 
probable, that, if the measures be advised had been pursued, the 
event would have been as he predicted. And besides — a man's in^- 
tentions can never be considered altogether censurable, nor his pre- 
dictions weak or erroneous, when he is obliged to make up his 
opinion (if he have any of his own) on men and things that are not 
under his observation, and are known only by second-hand informa- 
tion or conjecture. But where the objects of his remarks and pre- 
dictions lay before him, he was correct, even to prophecy — witness 
bis obsei-vations on the character and abilities of Mr. Wyndham. 

As a man and an author his judgment was sound and penetrating ) 
his knowledge of the manners, character, and principles of men exten- 
sive ; and his distinctions nicely drawn and plainly defined. His wit 
sparkles without dazzling, his sentiments enliven without inflaming, 
bis knowledge instructs without dictating, his independence of spiritT 
elevates without over-awing, and his suavity interests without flat- 
tering. As an orator (a title he was thought to have deservedly ac- 
quired irr both houses of parliament,) he was, except perhaps in 
some few instances, bold, graceful, and commanding, rather than 
seiv'ceable and efficient. As a statesman his powers were rather to 
be dreaded in the opposition, than valued on the side of the ministry. 
His oratory was luminous, rhetorical, and pure — some specimens of 
which will be found in ^^ Chapman^ s Select Speeches, Forensic^ 
and Parliamentary," now in the press at Philadelphia, 
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In reviewing a speech of Mr* Burke's, in fevour of eonciliatioa 
X^ith America, March aa, 1775* the London Revie^wtrj took up one of 
'Lord Lyttleton's also, delivered May 17, i77^r against the repeal of 
the Canada bill, and gave the latter the preference. They observe that 
Lord L'a is as " spirited, pointed, and concise, as Mr. B.*8 iv studiedy 
elaborate, and diffuse ;" and add^ that ** Lord L. distinguished him- 
«elf in a manner by no means unworthy bis promising abilities.'^ 
But we will qnote a few passages — 

After remarking that his exordium, different from Mr. Burke's, was 
pertinent, and without affectation, the Reviefwen select the following 
from his speech : 

" At the conclusion of this long and laborious session of parlia* 
ment, when the unhappy divisions subsisting between England and 
America seemed, by the joint wisdom of both houses, to converge 
towards conciliation, I am greatly surprised that the noble and 
learned Lord* should come forth again to scatter abroad the seeds of 
dissention, and, not content with that resistance to the legislaturCf 
and to the law of England, which prevails over all British America^ 
should now endeavour to involve the Canadians in the common re- 
volt ; establishing as a leading principle, by which your Lordships 
ipay be induced to repeal this bill, that those for wliose emolument 
it was made are the most dissatisfied with it — that they groan undcf 
the pressure, and consider it as a most intolerable grievance — paint- 
ing their dislike to it with the strongest colours of rhetorick, and, by 
these groundless insinuations, wishing to deprive them of all those 
beneficial advantages they most gratefully acknowledge to have re- 
ceived by the equitable system of jurisprudence obtained from the 
parliament of England. 

** My Lords, however bright may be the eloquence, and however 
dark the purpose, of that noble and learned Lord, I trust he wit! 
fail in his attempt 5 and though strong was the arm that dkected this 
shaft against the vitals of the constitution, though the point was en- 
venomed, and, thougli it was aimed at a mortal part, I trust, my 
Lords, it will fall blunted to the ground, without endangering the 
safety of the commonwealth, or affecting the true interests of th« 
kingdom." 

Having stated, that Lord C. had declared this bill to be repugnant 
. t.o the constitution &c. he says he will remind his Lordship, that 

* Lord Camden* 
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this bill was not framed for England, but for a conquered provinctf^ 
and agreeable to stipulations made and ratified between the country 
iRrhicb conquered and the one which has lost said province : he adds* 
** And then, my Lords, I will go a step further ; I will meet the no- 
ble Lord on his own ground ; and I will uphold to his Lordship, that 
the general principles and policy of this Canada bill were founded in 
wisdoni-^that the principles of it, which his Lordship affirms to 
be repugnant to Christianity, emanated from the gospel, and are co- 
eval with the religion of our Saviour ; that they breathe forth the 
spirit of their divine master ; for they are neither principles of 
popery nor fervitude — they are principles, my Lords, of toleration^ 
unrestrsuned by prejudice, and unfettered by absurd and odious re- 
strictions. The inhabitants of Canada were catholicks before they 
were conquered by England ; they are catholicks now, but under 
the jurisdiction of a protestant parliament, and under the cogni- 
zance of protestant bishops, who form a part of that parliament, and 
who, I believe, were unanimous in allowing them the free exer- 
cise of their religion,** 

Having produced some arguments in favour of his opinions, 8cc. 
he turns the battery of his rhetorick against Lord C, charges hihi 
trith conduct less becoming himself than a factious burgher of Ge- 
neva, and proceeds : — 

** But we have seen enough of republican government — enough of 
that levelling principle, which pulls down every thing, and sets up 
nothing — of that furious, ungovernable spirit, which rises against all 
order and subordination ; which militates against all power which it 
cannot invade, and would destroy all government which it dots not 
possess. My Lords, the constitution of England abhors all despo- 
.tism : it equally abhors the despotism of one man, and the tyranny 
of the uncounted multitude I The medium between both is what it 
delights in : — It delights in freedom, guarded and governed by law 
under the controul and protection of the three powers of the state, 
king, lords, and commons, in parliament assembled. But this hap- 
py and most envied state, with which God has blessed us, does not 
flatter the ambitious purposes of the noble and learned Lord : he 
has therefore employed all his talents, and all his learning, to conjure 
up a noxious spirit, both in England and America ; a spirit which 
assumes the fair form of liberty, that it may more surely destroy le- 
gal and constitutional freedom." 

To this spirit his Lordship attributes tli^rise of the discontent^ in 
America, and censures those who excited it as highly "tulpable. 



289 

rather than the Ainericans. This spint, he says, has roused the 
colonists to opposition, bj^telling them ** their lives SLndpropertitSj 
their allvras at stake — that the affair of the ship-money, in the time 
of Charles I. w^ a trifle light as air to the afflictive despotism, under 
the lash of which they groaned," &c. 8cc. He adds— 

*^ This was the language held forth within these walls, and from 
T H £ s fi walls re-echoed to America. It was here, my Lords, herb 
that these opinions were broached : and can you wonder at the ef- 
fect they* have produced ? Can you wonder that, urged on by men 
of such exceeding weight, the colonists should have taken the 
alarm ; or^ that it should have spread, like a pestiferous disease, 
from the mountains of New- York down to the Gulph of Mexico ? 
To WHOM then are you to ascribe these disorders? At Whose door 
then are these calamities to be laid, which have shaken the peace of 
the kingdom ? To the misled, to the infatuated Americans ? or to 
the perfidious counsellors, whose atrocious policy has involved them 
and us in common destruction ? Is it credible, my Lords, that so 
Jong as the great interpreters of the law in this house, men of supe- 
liour talents, and deeply vbrsed in the science of the constitution, 
proclaim aloud that their fellow-subjects on the other side of the 
Atlantick are cramped and fettered in slavery — is it credible that 
they should submit to any governoient, or ever think themselves in 
a state of freedom ^** 

He was active in parliament till his death 5 and the subjoined re- 
marks respecting that event advert to his speeches delivered the last 
day of his life— this we have no reason to doubt, as we find in the 
journals of the House of Lords, that two days before his death, he, 
together with the Marquis of Rockingham, Lord Coventry, and 
others, opposed Lord Chesterfield's motion for an address of thanks. 

Of his Lordship's peculiar habits, temper, atid disposition, we 
have but little other knowledge than what is to be derived from his 
Letters and the writings of those acquainted with himi We believe 
he sometimes amused himself, like his father, in writing poetry — 
mostly gallant and complimentary, we presume : and in the London 
Critical RevinVi for 1780, we find some notice taken of ** Poems y by 
a young Nobleman^* which are attributed to his Lordship. Judging, 
hbwever, from the specimens there quoted, we should not think 
very favourably of them, nor believe them to be his. In her Me^ 
mo'irs^ Mrs. Robinson, after observing that his Lordship one day 
presented her the works of Miss Aikin (since Mrs. Barbauld,) says, 

N N 
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<< Lord Lytfleton had some taste fer poetical compodtionSi and 
wrote verses with considerable fbcility.'ii 

Mrs. Robinson, who had sufficient opportunity to know some^ 
thinf of Lyttleton's conduct and standing in the worlds makes se* 
▼eral severe bat contradictory observations on his Lordship^ He and 
Captain Ayscough. were, at the same timcy presented to her by Lord 
Korthington ;. and Lord Lyttleton afterwards mtroduced to her» 
among other friendsf some theatrical characters, Sir Francis Moli* 
aeux. Alderman Sayer, and the unfortunate George Robert Fttz^ 
fcrald. Of all these» she says, Lord Lyttleton was most, decidedly 
her abhorrence-^ that he led her husband: from the paths of domes* 
tick confidence to houses of profligate ditbascment — that he wai 
uniformly her aversion — his manners were overbearingly ii^olentt 
his language licentious,- his person slovenly to a degree that wasrdis^ 
gusting, Scc0 This does not well. accord with a preceding remark^ 
that he ** was the most accomplished libertine that any age or coun- 
try has. produced" — that " he was an adept in the artificesr of fash- 
ionable intrigue" — and, afterwards, that hi» *< sotkty tad marked Mr* 
Ko^inson as a man o/unt'OersalgaUantry** We may, therefore, con* 
elude that she overstrained the discription of his mafmers,, dcess, &c. 
through resentment at bis continued raiHery towards her, aa be used 
frequently to: call her ti« /!rir/(f child i whereas Mr. Fitzgerald was 
very attentive to women, took great concern in her welfare, and 
became her ardent admhcr I No doubt, she preferred Mr. F. and 
hated, perhaps misrepresented, Lord L. 

Mrs. R« also mentions ^ his shameless conduct to an amiable wife 
from whom he was separated :" but when* be was married we do not 
know ; neither to whom, except that he himself calls her Mrs.^ P ' ■■*• 
in his 34th letter*. Mrs. R. also charges him with *< cruel neglect of a. 
lady by the name of Dawson, who had long been attached to hisi." 
This is doubtless the ^amaahJe and handsome lady," spoken of tai 
letter nth, as being *^-cold as an anchorite/' 

Many vague, and probably fictitious, stories have been spreakl* 

abroad, to make his life and death appear wonderful and roiracnlous. 
The editor of the Lounger^ s Common-Place B^ok (London, 1796,) 
thinks that many of his excesses were founded in that kind of bravado 
only, which revelling and vanity produce ; and he is persuaded, that 
many reports about him originated with one of his infamous asso- 
ciates. He says, also, it is reported of Lytfteton, that at iz years of 
age^ he declared with an oath, that he would not only be a libert'mcy . 
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Slit a iihertiae desfrpfeJ^^^hat he had a front ^vhich no bluah evei; 
disconcerted (but there ought to be o«r exception to this assertion, 
according to letter 29th) — that he believed in the earthly visitation 
of apparitions, ghosts, ^c^rthat he would frequently ring his bell 
with violence at midnight, for his servants, who generally found him 
mitkig up in a cold sweat, with every symptom of dismay and tcr- 
rour— ^nd that he would oblige one or more of his servants to sit 
up with htm for the night, on account of these visitations of a guilty 
conscience, or a disordered imagination, which was produced, or at 
least exaggerated, by intoxication and revelry. Such a man, in det* 
pair of a lost heaven and the horrours of an approaching hell, may 
be said to *<nieet the ghosts -of his departed days, a numerous 
train, who frown like furies." 

After all his Lordship^s ill conduct, we cannot but think, that most 
of his misbehaviour is chargeable to the indulgence of his family, 
and (to use his own words) not to ** obdurate and inflexible disposi- 
tions inherent in his character.' ' We cannot discover in his whole 
career any rooted malice towards mankind, any propensity to rebell- 
ion, murder, publick or private frauds, or swindling — but the very 
reverse. Nor do we discover any other motive in bis propensity to 
licentiousness and profligacy, than the indulgence of inordinate appe« 
tite, or a desire to appear as wild and unrestrained in thought, word, 
and deed, as his young and prodigal companions. Inwardly, and 
with himself, he was no libertine, no advocate for deistical or immor- 
al principles, but deprecated such characters, paid secret homage to 
<^>posite qualities, and deeply lamented his want of them in practice* 
We refer the reader, among other letters, to the 3d, 5th, 7ih, 9th, 
.15th, 24th, 29tb, 42d, 47th^ 49th, 51st, 8c 5ad. WhUt a lesson to 
inculcate strict family-government, an attention to the choice of a 
young man's associates, and to teach the fallacy of leaving a child to 
iumself because he has nothing really <wicked in his disposition 1 

All our remarks bai^ been founded on the supposition of these 
Letters' being genuine — which seems to have been a matter in dispute. 
The editors of the Critical Reviewy after speakings highly in favour of 
the Letters, suggested the possibility of their being the work of some 
other hand : and when the 2d t/blume appeared, an advertisement is 
said to have been inserted in the news-papers by Lord Lyttleton's ex- 
ecutors, declaring them spurious ; the truth of which advertisement 
was never controverted by the publisher. The editor of the Loting- 
rr*j CommothPlacf Bookf also, says, they are the production of Mr. 
Combe, the ingenious author oi the Diaboliad ; and that they are 
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exactly such as Lord L. would have written. The editor of the Port 
Folio says, still " he is very incredulous" of all this. The Letters, 
says he, ** are certainly strong resemblances of his speeches and 
conversation." 

We owed it to candour to cite these passages, though we have no 
floubts respecting the authenticity of the Letters ; and although all 
this could never affect the excellence of the production, and on that 
liccount is of no importance at all, yet the whole business of the 
before-mentioned advertisement looks very much like a concerted plan 
between the publisher and the executors ^ after Hhe fact^ as the law 
would term it. Almost innumerable reasons might, nay we should 
say musti have operated among Lord L's remaining friends, acquaint- 
ance, and correspondents, to have them declared spurious^ for ^ 
time, if not always — since they bad gotten abroad, and most prob- 
ably without the consent or knowledge of many persons concerned 
or implicated. And there is in themselves evidence of their gen- 
uineness \ as Mr. Combe would hardly have been able to relate all the 
things, in them related, and with such exactness too, unless assisted 
by his Lordship, his papers^ or some of his family-^all which is 
wholly improbable. 

Concerning the manner of his death, various stories have been told, 
and told no doubt without foundation. In the Loungers Com, P. 
JBcokj it is stated, that he hastened his death by over>heating himself 
in running or walking for a wager — and, that for several days before 
his end he declared that an invisible hand had drawn open his bed- 
curtains, and presented to his sight a fluttering dove. The first wc 
think a mistake ^ and as to the last, it is sufficient to know, that all 
the last days of his life and much of his evenings (even to a fecOf 
hours before his death J were spent In parliament^ or among his gay 
companions. ' 

From the Gentlemen* s Magazine, for December, 1779, we, there-? 
fore, extract the following, as the most rational, candid, and authen- 
tick jlccount, which has yet been published, concerning this event. 

f^ ANECDOTES AND REMARKS RESPECTING THE SUDDEN DEATH 

OF THE I.ATE LORD LYTTtETON, 

THE very extraordinary circumstances that preceded the disso- 
lution of the young, the gay, the dissipated Lord Lyttlcton, when 
they first appeared in print, soon after his death, were generally con- 
sidered as the productions of some enthusiastick brain, ever ready 
to construe all striking ippressiops on the minds of men, vfho have 
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led a life of vice or folly, into extraordmary interposftions of Provi- 
dence to promote the reformation of the hardened sinner ; and to 
alarm a volatile, unthinking, giddy race of people, who, following 
the tide of luxury and sensuality, are easily seduced into a denial of 
the existence of a superintending Providence, or, if not so far advan- 
ced on the road of infidelity, at least forget that there is a God, 
Considered in this point of view, it is no wonder, in an age like this^ 
when philosophy, instead of being the handmaid to truth, is the pros- 
tituted mistress of atheism and impiety, that every report con- 
cerning the previous warning, given to his lordship in a dream, of hit 
approaching end, was received by the publick as an idle taicy and 
made the standing jest of all the polite assemblies in town. 

At length, however, the following anecdote, so well attested that 
not a shadow of doubt remains of its authenticity, has given birth to 
a variety of speculative opinions on the nature of that impression on 
his lordship's mind, which, from the time of his communicating his 
dream to within an hour of his death, certainly wastoo strong to be 
$ubdued either by the strength of a fine natural genius, the force of 
reason improved by a liberal education, oi the surrounding pleasures 
which affluence and elevated rank can always command, when their 
aid is wanting to dispel the gloom of melancholy reflections. 

Having given the fact, as it now stands confirmed by the evidence 
of persons of character, we shall submit to our readers some free 
thoughts upon the subject, and shall esteem it as a favour if our cor- 
respondents will take up this interesting theme, and communicate 
their opinions, illustrated by any similar anecdotes within the compass 
of their own knowledge. 

On Thursday morning, the a5th of November last, his lordship 
mentioned at breakfast to Mrs. Flood (a widow lady who lived with 
him as companion to the Miss Amphletts, his nieces,) that he had pass- 
ed a very restless night ; that he thought he had heard a fluttering 
noise in the room ; and that immediately after he fancied he saw a 
beautiful lady, dressed in white, with a bird on her hand, who desir- 
ed he would settle his affairs, for that he had but a short time to live. 
On his enquiring how long, the vision answered, ** Not three days^ 
His lordship mentioned this dream frequently, but with an affected 
air of careless indifference, which only showed that it had made a 
stronger impression on his mind, than he chose to acknowledge. 
On Saturday evening he pulled out his watch, observed that it was 
half past ten, and that he had still an hour and an half longer to live, 
and jocosely chucking under the cbiu one of the young ladies (his 
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ni«cei) danced about the room, and asked her if ihe did not think 

he should get over ity and live beyond the time predicted for his death. 

Soon afterwardst however, he went to bed» complained of an unea-. 

f inets in his stomach, and while his servant was mixing a cup of rhu« 
barb and pepper-mint-water, a medicine which he frequently took, ex. 
pi red. It was remarkable, likewise, that bis lordship endeavoured to 
account for his having dreamed of the bird, by saying that a few 
days before, being in his green-house, at Pitt place, with Mrs. D— -<— ^ 
be had taken some pains to catch a robin, which had been shut in^ 
and which he had set at liberty. 

The methodists and the quakers look upon the dream in this case* 
together with its effect on his lordship's mind and the accomplishment: 
of the prediction, as one of those singular manifestations of his power 
over men, which God is pleased to nuke from time to time, in ordev 
to strike conviction home to the hearts of infidels and voluptuaries, ' 
Proper subjects, say they, are likewise chosen for these supernaturi 
al exertions of Providence ; persons whose exalted station in life, uox* 
versal acquaintance, and known dissipation make the example more 
awful and alarming to a gay world. Sermons have been alrtadjc 
preached to enforce this doctrine on the strength of this recent in- 
stance, and the celebrated female speaker, Mrs. K— — , is expected to 
deliver an excellent oration to the brethren and sisterhood in Grace* 
church-street, upon this subject, wherein she will take occasiofl Ko 
demonstrate the divine intercourse between the Supreme Being and 
the spirit of man, from which will be deduced the favourite doctrine 
of the operations of the spirit, the chief tenet of the quakers* 

Other's, who are inclined to think seriously upon the subject^ but 
at the same time cannot subscribe to the opinion that there is any 
thing miraculous in the circumstance of the dream, or, of his lord*^ 
ship's subsequent death, account for the whole from pl}ysical causes * 
They maintain, that his lordship having been in a bad sfa^e of healtU 
for nine months past, and labouring under an inward complaint 
which weakened his nerves, it is no wonder that he was j^ubject to 
restless nights and uneasy dreams. His general complaint was a 
pain in his stomach, and his usual medicine, a dose of i^hubarb m 
mint-water. His real disorder was a polypus on the heart, described 
to be a quantity of coagulated blood, contained in a cyst or bag, on 
the hurbting of which, immediate death, the natural consequence, 
ensued. 

Let us now reason candidly upon all these circumstances : is it not 
\ycn known that frequent return of pains in the stomach bring on 
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freat dejectton of mindy or wBat is called low spirits ? It is natural 
to suppose* that the gayest man upon earth, in such a situation* 
win turn his thoughts upon the past disagreeable events of his life, 
and that if any crimen of which he is conscious, occUr» to his recoU 
lection* it will serve only to increase the melandholy firame of 
his mind \ the generous design of making retribution, the imposst^ 
bility of doing this, in some cases, reflections upon death, which |[ 

break in upon every valetudinarian (whatever may be his religious 
opinions*) all contribute to stir up the war within. Thus distemper- 
ed in mind and body, accustomed to palliative relief, the voluptuary, 
tpoR the first interval of pain, repairs to the banquet, and indulges 
to excess. Repletion causes a return of the disorder, perhaps in a 
lesser degree, permtting exhausted nature to seek for recruiting 
strength from that universal restorative* balmy sleep ; but this relief 
betng interrupted by indigestion, perturbating dreams are the conse- 
f uence — dreadfiii struggles* between the active spirit, imagination,; 
miiid* or whatever you are pleased to call it, and the encumbered 
body* prevail— more horrid to sensation than words can describe : 
few there are, young or old, who have not laboured under these 
horrours* vulgarly called the night-maref after eating hearty suppers. 
What are the subjects that distract the man in these dreadful con- 
flicts ? Arc they not familiar occurrences of his life ? The horseman 
is flung from his seat, dashed on the pavement, the blood gushes 
£rom every vein, the struggle to recover awakens the terrified dream- 
er : he doubts for a few minutes whether the scene was not real, 
and dreads to close his eyes again, lest the imaginary vision should 
return* Another is attacked by a favourite dog or cat, and seema 
to feel the teeth or talons of these furious animals. In short, not to 
dwell upon the variety of shapes which this midnight disorder as- 
s.umes* let us only add* that the seducer of women will in his turn 
l^e visited by the imaginary appearance of the injured female : the 
agitated mind and the diseased body may work this up, in one of 
these nocturnal phrenzies, into confused combinations of occurren- 
ces. Mrs, D— -, representing the green house occurrence, and the 
bird* the confined fluttering robin — with thtse might be intermixed 
(for the person in these dreams often changes in the instant, some- 
times we fancy it one, and then another,) some other female form* 
unhappily ruined* which assails the dreamer, and intimates what is 
most likely to strike the seducer with tenour, at his speedy dissolu. 
tion. Awakened at this scene of terrour, the idea of some fixed time 
easily intrudes itself on the disturbed imagination, and leaves a last- 
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ing impression ; just the samei and no more than that which has 
urged a man to give a premium for a particular lottery-ticket which 
be has dreamed of so perfect as to remember the number^ and that 
it was drawn a capital prize. 

The very evening after the dream« Lord Lyttleton in his weak state 
exerted himself in two speeches in the House of Lords, and returned 
home quite exhausted : what other fatiguing voluntary exertioni 
be imposed upon himself the next day we know not ; but it is a £act» 
that he ate a very hearty supper on the Saturday evening, that the 
impression upon his mind of his approaching death still affected him, 
that in this situation the pain in his stomach returned, too violent 
to permit him to take his usual medicine, or to go off in a confused 
dream. The pressure of the burthened stomach bore too heavy on 
the polypus^ and the discharge killed him almost instantaneously* 

We tee nothing supernatural in all this, and could we possibly ad* 
mit that the Supreme Being occasionally steps out of the line of the 
ordinary operations of his providence in the regular course of nature^ 
we should suppose it would be to furnish more general examples of 
bis omnipotence and mercy, which miAt inevitably have, an effect 
on whole bodies of people ; on the conduct of nations ; and produce 
general, not particular changes. 

Montezuma and his subjects, by such an interposition, would have 
avoided those horrid cruelties under which they slowly expired^ when 
the Christian Spaniards conquered Mexico : or the innocent victims 
of a bloody inquisition would have been saved, while the pretended 
holy inquisitors had been destroyed by fire from heaven. But as we 
have no right to expect miracles of this nature, it is miserable super- 
stition to believe that they exist for less important purposes. 

Finally, let it be remembered that men of apparently vigorous con- 
stitutions and sound judgments have been killed by the force of ima- 
gination ; and in Lord Lyttlcton's case, if imagination had any force, 
disease of body co-operated at the same time to hasten his dissolu- 
tion." 



Lord Lyltleton, the Elder, died in July, 1773, on which event 
young Lyttleton succeeded him in his titles and estate. The death 
of the Younger Lyttleton happened, as mentioned above, Nov. a7, 
I779» when he was about 35 years of age— with him his titles became 
extinct. A more appropriate epitaph could not, perhaps, be inscribed 
on his tomb, than this by the editor of the Port Folio— 

<* IN OENIUS AND VICE A PARAGON.'* 

June 9 1807. 



